GOV. MSG. NO. 1183

EXECUTIVE CHAMBERS
HONOLULU

DAVID Y. IGE
GOVERNOR

June 16, 2021

The Honorable Ronald D. Kouchi, The Honorable Scott K. Saiki,
President Speaker and Members of the
and Members of the Senate House of Representatives

Thirty First State Legislature Thirty First State Legislature

State Capitol, Room 409 State Capitol, Room 431

Honolulu, Hawai‘i 96813 Honolulu, Hawai‘i 96813

Dear President Kouchi, Speaker Saiki, and Members of the Legislature:
This is to inform you that on June 16, 2021, the following bill was signed into law:
SB939 HD2 CD1 RELATING TO JUNETEENTH DAY

ACT 053(21)

Sincerely,

DAVID Y.\VGJ
Governor, State of Hawai'i



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

JUN 16 <2l

[ J— — ACT 058

THE SENATE 939
THIRTY-FIRST LEGISLATURE, 2021 S . B . N O H.D. 2
STATE OF HAWAII * CD.1

A BILL FOR AN ACT

RELATING TO JUNETEENTH DAY.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF HAWAII:

SECTION 1. The legislature finds that Juneteenth, also
known as Emancipation Day, Juneteenth Independence Day, and
Black Independence Day, is a celebration of emancipation from
slavery in the United States. June 19, 1865, marks the date
that Major General Gordon Granger arrived in Galveston, Texas,
and announced the end of the Civil War and the end of slavery.

The legislature further finds that although the
Emancipation Proclamation came two and a half years earlier on
January 1, 1863, many slave owners continued to hold their
slaves captive after the announcement, so Juneteenth became a
symbolic date representing African American freedom.

Texans celebrated Juneteenth beginning in 1866, and on
January 1, 1980, Juneteenth officially become a Texas state
holiday. The legislature finds that although Juneteenth is not
a federal holiday, most states and the District of Columbia have
passed legislation recognizing Juneteenth as a holiday or

observance. Hawaii is one of three states that does not
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recognize Juneteenth as a state holiday or a special day of

obsefvance;

The purpose of this Act is to.establish June 19 of each
year as Juneteenth in recognition of the history and legacy of
slavery in the United States and in honor ofithe significant
roles and contributions of African Americans in the history of
the United States.

SECTION 2. Chapter 8, Hawaii Revised Statutes, is amended
by adding a new .section to be appropriately designa#ed and to “

read as follows:

"§8- Juneteenth. June 19 of each year shall be known

and designated as Juneteenth to commemorate the end of slavery

in the United States and in honor and recognition of the

significant roles and contributions of African Americans in the

history of the United States. Juneteenth is not and shall not

be construed to be a state holiday."

SECTION 3. New statutory material is underscored.

SECTION 4. This Act shall take effect upon its approval.

APPROVED thist* = 16  day of JUN , 2021

GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF HAWAII



S.B.No.939,HD.2,C.D.1

THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF HAWAI‘I

Date: April 27,2021
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

We hereby certify that the foregoing Bill this day passed Final Reading in the Senate

of the Thirty-First Legislature of the State of Hawai‘i, Regular Session of 2021.

Clerk of the Senate
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SBNo.939,HD 2,CD 1
THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF HAWAII
Date: April 27, 2021
Honolulu, Hawaii
We hereby certify that the above-referenced Bill on this day passed Final Reading in the
House of Representatives of the Thirty-First Legislature of the State of Hawaii, Regular Session

of 2021.

v

Scott K. Saiki
Speaker
House of Representatives
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Brian L. Takeshita
Chief Clerk
House of Representatives



