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March 13, 2020

To: Senator Roslyn Baker, Chair
And members of the Committee on Commerce, Consumer Protection and
Health

Senator Russell Ruderman, Chair
And members of the Committee on Human Services

TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF SCR 197/SR 155 REQUESTING THE
PREVENT SUICIDE HAWAII TASK FORCE TO RECOMMEND A
STRATEGIC PLAN TO REDUCE YOUTH SUICIDES IN HAWAII

Hawaii Youth Services Network, a statewide coalition of youth-serving
organizations, supports SCR 197/SR 155 Requesting the Prevent Suicide
Hawaii Task Force to Recommend a Strategic Plan to Reduce Youth
Suicides in Hawaii.

Suicide prevention was one of the top priorities that youth who attended the
Children and Youth Summit in 2018 felt the Hawaii Legislature needs to
address.

Nearly a quarter of Hawaii’s middle school students and sixteen percent
(16%) of Hawaii high school students seriously considered suicide in the last
12 months. Twelve percent (12%) of middle school students and ten percent
(10%) of high school students have made a suicide attempt according to the
2017 Youth Risk Behavior Survey.

Early intervention, education, and prevention efforts can save lives.
Thank you for this opportunity to testify.
Sincerely,
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Judith F. Clark, MPH
Executive Director
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