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In consideration of 

SENATE BILL 898, SENATE DRAFT 1, HOUSE DRAFT 1 

RELATING TO LAND RECORDATION 

 

Senate Bill 898, Senate Draft 1, House Draft 1 proposes to specify that the data requirements for 

land recordation by the Bureau of Conveyances (Bureau), on land other than fee simple 

timeshare interests deregistered by the land court, shall include a map and description prepared 

by a licensed surveyor.  The Department of Land and Natural Resources appreciates the 

intent of this measure and offers the following comments. 

 

The Bureau understands and supports the need for better map data for deregistered land parcels 

as we continue our discussions with the Hawaii Land Surveyors Association about this bill.  

There may also be further discussions with some public stakeholders that are warranted to ensure 

that some recently raised legal questions can be adequately answered. 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this measure. 
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Representative Sylvia Luke, Chair 

Representative Ty J.K. Cullen, Vice Chair 

Committee On Finance 

 

From: Meyer Cummins, LPLS 

Date: Monday, April 1, 2019 

Subject: In Favor of SD 898 SD 1 HD 1 HSCR 1688 relating to Land Recordation 

 

Honorable Representative Sylvia Luke, Chair, Honorable Representative Ty J.K. Cullen, Vice 

Chair, and members of the Committee On Finance 

Thank you for allowing me to testify in favor of SD 898 SD 1 HD 1 HSCR 1688 relating 

to Land Recordation. 

My name is Meyer Cummins and I am a land surveyor licensed to practice in the State of 

Hawaii. I am also the Vice President of the Hawaii Land Surveyors Association which represents 

a majority of the licensed land surveyors in the State.  

When Land Court Deregistration legislation was passed it created a myriad of problems 

by not addressing items like the resurrection of original land titles, how to provide accurate deed 

descriptions and maps for deregistered lands, how Land Court easements affect registered lands 

and deregistered lands, how to note deregistered lands on Land Court Maps, and clarification on 

whether a deregistered undivided interest would benefit from Land Court title protections 

affecting the Land Court lot. These issues, our association believes, should have been considered 

before Land Court Deregistration was made law and many of the answers can only be decided by 

the courts.  

 SD 898 SD 1 HD 1 HSCR 1688 is a bill intended to correct two important aspects of 

deregistration that directly affects land owners who wish to voluntarily remove their lands from 

the Land Court registration system, and the historic and cultural record of Hawaii’s land titles. 

This bill is designed to protect land owners by providing for a new, Regular System, map and 

legal description of their deregistered land which will be recorded in the public record. It will 

also serve to uniformly perpetuate the original Hawaiian land titles established by the Kingdom 

of Hawaii and its people, a responsibility that Hawaii’s land surveyors have been executing for 

over a hundred and fifty years.   

Some parties who may oppose this bill due so on the grounds that the map and 

description requirement delays the expediency of the current deregistration process. However, 

the current process does not ensure that land owners have the proper and applicable 

documentation outlining the rights and encumbrances associated with their land after it has been 

removed from the Land Court system. Haste at the cost of diligence will ultimately lead to 
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unforeseen problems, like those that arose from Land Court Deregistration, for the land owner 

and the surveying and title professions alike.  

 Current deregistration legislation also provides a vehicle for undivided interests to 

deregister from the land court. HLSA and the surveyors we represent, along with title 

professionals that work with us hand in hand believe this is an error that resulted from the 

original legislation that will only serve to complicate title issues and recording procedures. We 

have revised our original bill’s language to bar undivided interests from deregistering unless that 

undivided interest represents the entire remaining interest in registered land so as to provide land 

owners, surveyors and title professionals a clear picture of the land titles associated with the land 

and a clean transition from the Land Court to the Regular System.  

     Mahlo nui for this opportunity to testify. Should you have any questions, I can be reached 

at (808)294-3051 and will make myself available for questions.    

 

Meyer Cummins, LPLS 
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