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Before the Senate Committee on 

WATER AND LAND 
 

Friday, February 1, 2019 
1:15 PM 

State Capitol, Conference Room 229 
 

In consideration of 
SENATE BILL 615 

RELATING TO THE DEPARTMENT OF LAND AND NATURAL RESOURCES 
 

Senate Bill 615 proposes to appropriate $1,650,000 for the purchase of heavy equipment for use 
by the Department of Land and Natural Resources (Department), Division of Forestry and 
Wildlife (DOFAW) to maintain public lands on Kauai. The Department supports this 
measure, provided that its passage does not replace or adversely impact priorities indicated 
in the Executive Budget request. 
 
Kauai DOFAW manages eight public and partner roads (86 miles), 30 public trails (78 miles), 
and a multitude of forestry, wildlife, and natural resource projects. DOFAW is also the primary 
emergency responder to incidents on lands it manages (100,000 acres) and responds to incidents 
on private and county lands when requested.  DOFAW fulfills Requests for Assistance from the 
county through the Hawaii Emergency Management Agency’s Emergency Support Function 
structure, including floods, landslides, and other natural disasters.  
 
Emergency response on Kauai is conducted in a coordinated manner with other state and county 
first responders. Most recently DOFAW responded to a request by Kauai County for heavy 
equipment to be used on the North Shore for three months to assist with the emergency debris 
removal and road clearing after the record floods of April 2018. However, due to ten pieces of 
the DOFAW heavy equipment inventory being older than twenty-five years, DOFAW is often 
unable to adequately respond to all emergencies as requested. A lack of functioning heavy 
equipment inhibits ongoing maintenance of public lands and response to emergency needs. 
 
The Department looks forward to working with the Legislature to ensure that Kauai receives the 
support necessary to adequately manage public lands and respond to emergency needs. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this measure. 
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January30, 2019

TheHonorableSenatorKaiali‘iKahele, Chair
CommitteeonWaterandLand
StateCapitol, Room229
Honolulu, Hawai‘i96813

DearChairKahele:  

Subject:  S.B. 615, RELATINGTOTHEDEPARTMENTOF
LANDANDNATURALRESOURCES
HearingDate: Friday, February1, 2019
Time/PlaceofHearing: 1:15p.m., ConferenceRoom229

IamDarrenJ. Rosario, FireChiefoftheHawai‘iFireDepartmentoftheCountyofHawai‘i
HCFD).  TheHCFDsupportsS.B. 615whichproposestoappropriatefundstotheDepartment
ofLandandNaturalResourcesDivisionofForestryandWildlifetopurchaseheavyequipment
foruseonKauai.   

AlthoughthisbillproposesfundingfortheIslandofKauai, theHCFDworkshandinhandwith
theDepartmentofLandandNaturalResourcesDivisionofForestry & Wildlifeinthemitigation
ofwildfiresinHawaiiCountyandsupportstheeffortstomitigateandpreventfireanywherein
ourgreatstate.  Ourgreatpartnershiphasresultedintheprotectionofcountlesshomesand
businessesduringcatastrophicwildfiresthroughoutthepastyears.    

TheKauaiDivisionofForestryandWildlife (DoFAW) isresponsiblefortheprotectionof
approximately100,000acresofland.  AnyfirewithintheirjurisdictionalsoaffectstheKauai
FireDepartment (KFD).  TheKFDalsoassistDoFAWwiththemitigationofthesefires, taking
awayequipmentandpersonnelfrominstantreadinesstorespondtoother911callswithintheir
jurisdiction.  Vice-Versa, DoFAWhasbeenassistingKauaiCountywithitsmitigationeffortsin
restoringdamagedroadwaysandclearingofdebrisfromlastyear’sfloodingevent.    

Promptprevention, responseandmitigationeffortsarekeytothesavingofopenareaspacesthat
arealsousedforagricultureorreservefunctions.  Mitigationeffortsarefurtherenhancedwith
serviceableequipment.  ThismeasurewouldgreatlyenhancetheDLNR’sabilitytoassistlocal
CountyFireDepartmentswiththeprotectionofitsmutualcommunities, openrangelands,  
andforestreserves.  TheHCFDstronglyurgesyoutosupportthismeasure.  
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Pleasedonothesitatetocallmeat932-2903ordarren.rosario@hawaiicounty.govshouldyou
haveanyquestions.  ThankyoufortheopportunitytoprovidetestimonyinsupportofSB615.  

Respectfully,  

DARRENJ. ROSARIO
FireChief
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January 30, 2019 

 

The Honorable Ronald D. Kouchi 

Senate President 

Hawaii State Capitol, Room 409 

Honolulu, HI  96813 

 

Aloha Senate President Kouchi: 

 

Subject: SB 615, Relating to the Department of Land and Natural Resources 

 

I am Kilipaki Vaughan, Deputy Fire Chief of the Kauai Fire Department (KFD).  The KFD 

supports SB 615 which will provide funding up to $1,650,000  for purchase of heavy equipment 

(dump trucks, excavators, water tenders, mid-size dozers, etc.) which be utilized to maintain 

State Public Lands on our island of Kauai.  KFD maintains a close working relationship with 

DOFAW Kauai in providing fire protection to these public lands, tender forest habitat, and 

neighboring `aina.   

Passage of this SB 615 will enhance the capabilities of DLNR DOFAW Kauai to preserve public 

use and ensure these areas on Kauai are accessible to emergency response. 

KFD recommends your committees’ support of SB 615 to provide funding DLNR DOFAW 

Kauai, to maintain public lands, public use, and emergency response access. 

 

Ke aloha nui, 

 

Kilipaki Vaughan 

Deputy Fire Chief 

Kauai Fire Department, County of Kauai 
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Comments:  

We strongly support this request for equipment needed to address critical watershed 
work. Makaala Kaaumoana, Executive Director 
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