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On the following measure:
S.B. 307, RELATING TO SPEECH PATHOLOGY

WRITTEN TESTIMONY ONLY

Chair Dela Cruz and Members of the Committee:

My name is Christopher Fernandez, and | am the Executive Officer of the Board
of Speech Pathology and Audiology (Board). The Board supports this bill.

The purposes of this bill are to: (1) establish a provisional license for speech
pathologists; (2) specify the requirements for a provisional license; and (3) limit the
validity of the provisional license to one year with the ability to renew the provisional
license for an additional one year if needed to fulfill the requirements of Hawaii Revised
Statutes section 468E-5.

This provisional license would allow candidates for licensure to practice under
the guidance of an American Speech-Language-Hearing Association certified
supervisor. The Board believes that this would enhance the quality of supervision and
therefore ensure public safety. The Board also acknowledges that individuals who
apply for the provisional license should be those working towards eligibility for
permanent licensure. Thus, the Board agrees that the term of the provisional license
should be for a one-year period, with a possible extension of an additional year.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this bill.



AL

Healthcare Association

of Hawaii

February 19, 2019 at 9:30 am
Conference Room 211

Senate Committee on Ways and Means

To: Chair Donovan M. Dela Cruz
Vice Chair Gilbert S.C. Keith-Agaran

From: Paige Heckathorn Choy
Director of Government Affairs
Healthcare Association of Hawaii

Re: Testimony in Support
SB 307, Relating to Speech Pathology

The Healthcare Association of Hawaii (HAH), established in 1939, serves as the leading voice of
healthcare on behalf of 170 member organizations who represent almost every aspect of the
health care continuum in Hawaii. Members include acute care hospitals, skilled nursing
facilities, home health agencies, hospices, assisted living facilities and durable medical
equipment suppliers. In addition to providing access to appropriate, affordable, high quality
care to all of Hawaii’s residents, our members contribute significantly to Hawaii’'s economy by
employing over 20,000 people statewide.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify in support of SB 307, Relating to Speech Pathology.
There is a shortage of speech language pathologists (SLPs) to serve in medical settings, which is
likely in part because Hawaii is in the minority of states that do not issue a provisional license.
(There are 42 states that issue a provisional license, with one more state in the process of
implementing the law.)

The reason that provisional licenses are important is because SLPs must complete a clinical
fellowship for a year to obtain their Certificate of Clinical Competence. As noted, Hawaii is one
of the few states that does not have a provisional or temporary license during that clinical
fellowship year. Unfortunately, without that provisional license, these fellows cannot bill
Medicare and some other insurance providers for patient services provided under the direct
supervision of a licensed SLP. This means that there are fewer Hawaii-based opportunities for
SLP fellows, who often then go to the mainland for their training. This law would help to
provide more opportunities for students to get training in Hawaii-based settings and help to
increase access to needed services.

Thank you for the opportunity to support this legislation.
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