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SENATE BILL NO. 2719
RELATING TO THE DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Chairperson Gabbard, Vice Chair Ruderman and Members of the Committee:

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on Senate Bill No. 2719, relating to feral
swine control. The bill appropriates funds to the Department of Agriculture for fiscal
year 2020-2021 for feral pig control, including: grants for fencing; grants for corral

traps; and a program to reduce feral pig populations.

The Department supports the bill’s intent to provide funds for feral swine control
and offers the following comments. Fencing and trapping are useful means to reduce
the effects of feral swine on farms. The most effective use of these control measures is

when they are integrated into a focused control program.

Other agencies, however, such as the Department of Land and Natural
Resources and USDA APHIS Wildlife Services, that have jurisdiction over and
extensive experience with design and managing feral swine control programs, would be

the more appropriate recipient for these funds.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this measure.
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In Support of SB2719
RELATING TO THE DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Senate Committee on Agriculture and Environment
Monday, 02-03-20 1:15PM
Senate conference room 224

Chair Gabbard, Vice-Chair Ruderman, and members of the committee:

The Hawaii Crop Improvement Association (HCIA) is in support of SB2719, which
would appropriate funds to the Department of Agriculture for feral pig control.

Feral pigs are a substantial threat to agriculture in Hawaii. Over the years, local farmers
have watched as the population of these environmental and agricultural pests has grown
and extended beyond the wild and into urban areas.

The risk to agricultural crops and livestock is substantial. Invasive feral hogs destroy
agriculture crops by digging up the soil for food and creating niche spaces for other non-
native species. The requested funding will allow the Department of Agriculture to
develop and implement a much-needed control plan to limit the negative impacts
produced by these animals.

HCIA respectfully requests that this committee vote in support of SB2719 to help local
farmers protect their businesses and livelihoods.

Mahalo for your time and consideration.
Respectfully,
Emmanuel Zibakalam, Program Director

Hawaii Crop Improvement Association

The Hawaii Crop Improvement Association is a Hawaii-based non-profit organization
that promotes modern agriculture to help farmers and communities succeed. Through
education, collaboration, and advocacy, we work to ensure a safe and sustainable food
supply, support responsible farming practices, and build a healthy economy.

P.O. Box 126 Aiea, HI 96701
Telephone: (808) 594-3611 — Email: Director@bettercropshawaii.com

www.bettercropshawaii.com
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Aloha Chair Gabbard, Vice Chair Ruderman, and Members of the Committee:

| am Brian Miyamoto, Executive Director of the Hawaii Farm Bureau (HFB). Organized
since 1948, the HFB is comprised of 1,800 farm family members statewide, and serves
as Hawaii’s voice of agriculture to protect, advocate and advance the social, economic
and educational interests of our diverse agricultural community.

The Hawaii Farm Bureau supports SB 2719, which appropriates funds to the
Department of Agriculture for feral pig control.

Feral pigs can cause major damage to property, agriculture (crops and livestock),
Hawaii's native species and ecosystems, and Hawaii’s cultural and historic resources.
Feral pigs can also threaten the health of people, wildlife, pets, and other domestic
animals. As Hawaii’s feral pig populations continue to expand, these damages, costs, and
risks will only keep rising.

Feral pigs cause tremendous damage to agriculture, including crops, nursery, livestock,
and pasture. They damage crops by consuming them or by their rooting and trampling
of crops. They will eat almost any crop. Feral pigs damage pasture grasses, Kkilling
desired plant species and often encouraging the growth of undesired weed species. They
can also devastate orchards by consuming fruit, citrus, and nuts and their rooting can
severely damage, or even Kkill saplings, shrubs, and vines directly or by facilitating the
spread of soil-based fungal diseases. Feral pigs can also break irrigation lines, rip or tear
nets, drying racks, and other agricultural structures and equipment.

Hawaii’s farmers and ranchers appreciate any effort to help control the feral pig population
and the negative impacts that feral pigs have on Hawaii’s agriculture industry.

Thank you for this opportunity to testify on this important subject.
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To: AEN Testimony

Subject: | support SB2719

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Completed

Dear Chairman Gabbard,

Aloha Chair Gabbard, Vice-Chair Ruderman, and members of the committee,

| support SB2719, which appropriates funds to the Department of Agriculture for feral pig control.

This measure supports farmers and ranchers impacted by feral pigs. Feral pigs are destructive animals, destroying farm
crops across the state. Feral pigs are a common sight and are now extending their reach from wild regions into urban
areas. Invasive feral hogs destroy agriculture crops by digging up the soil for food and creating niche spaces for other
non-native species.

Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony.

Mahalo!

Sincerely,

Robert Paull

5393 Poola St

Honolulu, HI 96821
robertepaull@gmail.com
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