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STATE OF HAWAl'I
CAMPAIGN SPENDING COMMISSION

235 SOUTH BERETANIA STREET, ROOM 300
HONOLULU, HAWAII 96813

February 18, 2020

TO: The Honorable Donovan M. Dela Cruz, Chair
Senate Committee on Ways and Means

The Honorable Gilbert S.C. Keith-Agaran, Vice Chair
Senate Committee on Ways and Means

Members of the Senate Committee on Ways and Means

FROM: Kristin Izumi-Nitao, Executive Director Y//_
Campaign Spending Commission

SUBJECT: Testimony on S.B. N0. 2148, Relating to Violations of Campaign Finance
Law

Wednesday, February 19, 2020
10:00 a.m., Conference Room 211

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this bill.‘ The Campaign Spending
Commission (“Commission”) supports this bill.

This bill amends Hawaii Revised Statutes (“HRS”) §ll-410 by amending subsection
(a)(1) by replacing “an individual” with “a person other than a noncandidate committee that
makes only independent expenditures” and amending subsection (a)(2) by replacing
“corporation, organization, association, or labor union” with “noncandidate committee that
makes only independent expenditures and has either received at least one contribution of more
than $10,000 from any one person or has made expenditures of more than 10,000 in the
aggregate, in an election period.” The bill also increases the amount of a fine that the
Commission may assess against a committee that makes only independent expenditures (Super
PAC) from an amount not to exceed $1,000 to an amount not to exceed $5,000 or an amount not
exceeding three times an unlawful contribution or expenditure. The increase in the amount of
the fine is necessary in enforcement cases against Super PACs. Further, the trebling of the
amount of an unlawful contribution or expenditure as a fine is already applicable to individuals.

‘ The companion bill is H.B. 1707.
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It makes sense to extend this potential increased fine to Super PACs. The Commission believes
that the higher fine amount will be a more effective deterrent for Super PACs.

The bill also allows the Commission to assess fines against the officers of noncandidate
committees. Presently, subsection (c) authorizes the Commission to order that fines be paid out
of a candidate’s personal funds.

This bill also deletes the reference to political activities of liquor commission employees
(HRS §28l-22) in subsection (a).

The Commission requests that this Committee pass this measure.
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Statement Before The  
SENATE COMMITTEE ON WAYS AND MEANS 

Wednesday, February 19, 2020 
10:00 AM 

State Capitol, Conference Room 211 
 

in consideration of 
SB 2148 

RELATING TO VIOLATIONS OF CAMPAIGN SPENDING LAW. 
 

Chair DELA CRUZ, Vice Chair KEITH-AGARAN, and Members of the Senate Ways and Means Committee 
 
Common Cause Hawaii supports SB 2148, which would (1) increase the amount of the fine that may be assessed 
against a noncandidate committee making only independent expenditures that has received at least one 
contribution of more than $10,000, or spent more than $10,000 in an election period, for campaign spending 
law violations and (2) allow the Campaign Spending Commission to order that payment of a fine assessed 
against a noncandidate committee, or any portion thereof, be paid from the personal funds of an officer of the 
noncandidate committee. 
 
Common Cause Hawaii is a nonprofit, nonpartisan, grassroots organization dedicated to reforming government 
and strengthening democracy through improving our campaign finance system with laws that amplify the voices 
of everyday Americans by requiring strong disclosures and making sure everyone plays by the same 
commonsense rules. 
 
SB 2148 is necessary to permit enforcement of campaign spending laws against Super PACs. Under current 
campaign spending laws, the trebling of the amount of an unlawful contribution or expenditure as a fine is 
applicable to individuals. Super PACs should be subject to the same penalties as individuals. The increased fine 
amount, as proposed under SB 2148, will hopefully be a more effective deterrent against Super PACs, with their 
deep pockets, from violating campaign spending laws.  
 
Thank you for the opportunity to testify in support of SB 2148, and Common Cause Hawaii respectfully urges the 
Committee members to pass SB 2148 out of your Committee.  If you have further questions of me, please 
contact me at sma@commoncause.org. 
 
Very respectfully yours, 
 
Sandy Ma 
Executive Director, Common Cause Hawaii 

P.O. Box 2240
‘XQgmmgn Caugg Honolulu, Hawaii 96804

808.275.6275

Hawaii
Holding PowerAccountable
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SB-2148 
Submitted on: 2/15/2020 5:05:48 PM 
Testimony for WAM on 2/19/2020 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Caroline Kunitake Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

Dear Chair Dela Cruz and Members of the Committee on Ways and Means, 

I am writing in support of SB2148. 

• SB 2148 is necessary to permit enforcement of campaign spending laws against 
Super PACs. Under current campaign spending laws, the trebling of the amount 
of an unlawful contribution or expenditure as a fine is applicable to individuals. 
Super PACs should be subject to the same penalties as individuals. The 
increased fine amount, as proposed under SB 2148, will hopefully be a more 
effective deterrent against Super PACs, with their deep pockets, from violating 
campaign spending laws. 

Please support this bill. 

Mahalo, 

Caroline Kunitake 

 



SB-2148 
Submitted on: 2/15/2020 5:55:44 PM 
Testimony for WAM on 2/19/2020 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

John Bickel Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

Super PACs should be subject to the same penalties as individuals. The increased fine 
amount, as proposed here should be a more effective deterrent against Super PACs, 
with their deep pockets, from violating campaign spending laws. 

  

 



SB-2148 
Submitted on: 2/17/2020 1:22:15 PM 
Testimony for WAM on 2/19/2020 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Andrea Quinn Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

Dear Honorable Committee Members: 

Please support SB2148. Campaign financing has been increasingly corrupting our 
democracy. This bill will help to level the playing field. 

Thank you for the opportunity to present my testimony. 

Andrea Quinn 

Kihei, Maui 
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Submitted on: 2/17/2020 9:04:49 PM 
Testimony for WAM on 2/19/2020 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Susan Dursin Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

I urge your support for SB2148, which would increase fines for campaign finance law 
violations committed by Super PACs. There is no reason why individuals should face 
larger fines than Super Pacs, which often have even more resources available than 
individuals. We have seen instances of Super Pacs being cavalier about the law. 
Trebling the amount of those contributions which go beyond the law may make them 
more careful. 

  

 



SB-2148 
Submitted on: 2/17/2020 10:39:19 PM 
Testimony for WAM on 2/19/2020 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
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Present at 
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Teresa Parsons Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

The penalties for violating campaign laws must be a strong deterrent. I support this bill. 
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Submitted on: 2/18/2020 9:48:07 PM 
Testimony for WAM on 2/19/2020 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

tlaloc tokuda Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

I support SB 2148 

SB 2148 is necessary to permit enforcement of campaign spending laws against Super 
PACs. Under current campaign spending laws, the trebling of the amount of an unlawful 
contribution or expenditure as a fine is applicable to individuals. Super PACs should be 
subject to the same penalties as individuals. The increased fine amount, as proposed 
under SB 2148, will hopefully be a more effective deterrent against Super PACs, with 
their deep pockets, from violating campaign spending laws. 

Mahalo, 

Tlaloc Tokuda 

Kailua Kona 96740 HI 

 

t.janowicz
Late
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