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COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY 

TUESDAY, 2/12/19, 9 AM, Room 016  
SB139, RELATING TO ELECTIONEERING COMMUNICATIONS 

TESTIMONY 
Beppie Shapiro, Legislative Committee, League of Women Voters of Hawaii 

Chair Rhoads, Vice-Chair Wakai and Committee Members: 

The League of Women Voters of Hawaii supports SB139 that changes the  definition of “disclosure 
date” of electioneering communications from the date of expenditure for the communication to the 
date the communication was published. SB139 also expands the methods by which a reportable 
communication is distributed to include any class of mail rather than only bulk mail, and includes 
communications by an organization in the definition of an electioneering communication. 

The League believes that these changes of definition of electioneering communication pass the “common 
sense” test. For example, a communication could be distributed but paid for months later - it is the date of 
publication which matters. Similarly, the class of mail by which mailed communications are delivered surely 
makes no difference except in the cost borne to send them, and perhaps in the level of attention the 
recipient gives them -  the definition of electioneering communication should be blind to these distinctions.  

Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony. 
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