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In consideration of 
SENATE BILL 1327 

RELATING TO PUBLIC ACCESS TO THE SHORELINE IN SOUTH MAUI 
 

Senate Bill 1327 proposes to require the Department of Land and Natural Resources 
(Department), in collaboration with the county councilmember representing the south Maui 
residency area, Kihei Community Association, and ‘Aha Moku O Kula Makai, to develop a 
master plan to expand public access to the shoreline in South Maui, particularly state-owned 
land, and proposes to appropriate an unspecified amount of general funds.  The Department 
opposes this measure.   
  
The Department notes that the counties are responsible for developing shoreline public accesses 
under Sections 46-6.5 and 115-2, Hawaii Revised Statutes.   
 
The bill describes “a parcel of land in South Maui that lacks adequate shoreline access,” but does 
not provide a tax map key number for the parcel.  Based on the Department’s information, the 
bill may relate to any one or more of the vacant parcels shown on Exhibit A attached.  Tax Map 
Key: (2) 3-9-004:087 (Parcel 87), which is a 2.5-acre parcel of state land with some coastal 
frontage, is currently under Revocable Permit No. S-7868 to the Association of Apartment 
Owners (AOAO) of Kihei Surfside for landscaping, maintenance and recreational purposes.  The 
revocable permit requires the permittee to allow full and unrestricted public use of and access to 
the land at all times, and to place signs to indicate the land is open to the public.   
 
Parcel 87 is adjacent to another parcel of State land designated as Tax Map Key: (2) 3-9-004:001 
(Parcel 1), which is a roughly 2.213-acre parcel surrounding two condominium projects known 
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as the Kihei Surfside and Mana Kai-Maui.  A 0.425-acre portion of Parcel 1 is under Revocable 
Permit No. S-7723 to the AOAO of Mana Kai-Maui for gravel parking and propane gas tank 
purposes.   
 
Adjacent and to the south of Parcel 1 is a third State parcel designated as TMK: (2) 3-9-004:149 
(Parcel 149) that is used as a parking lot.  And adjacent and to the south of Parcel 149 is a fourth 
parcel of State land designated as TMK: (2) 3-9-004:029 (Parcel 29), which is improved with a 
low-rise hotel.  Parcel 149 is under Revocable Permit No. S-7780 to Ruby & Sons Hospitality 
LLC (RSH), and Parcel 29 is under General Lease No. S-4212 also to RSH.  Revocable Permit 
No. S-7780 provides that the parking lot shall allow and be properly identified for public use. 
 
Senate Bill 1327 states its intent is to expand public access to the shoreline in South Maui, 
particularly to state-owned land.  The Department points out that the public already has access to 
Parcels 87, 149, and most of 1.  However, there are no public facilities in the immediate area.  
The Department has not identified this area as a candidate for a state managed area.  If the intent 
of the measure is to increase the public recreational use of the land, the Department suggests that 
an alternative may be for the County of Maui to request Parcels 87, 149 and 1 be set aside to it 
by Governor’s executive order for county beach park purposes.  The Department does not have 
the staff or funding necessary to manage shoreline accesses or shoreline recreational lands that 
are not designated as a state managed area. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this measure.   
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    EXHIBIT A 

TMK: (2) 3-9-004:087 
RP 7868 to AOAO 
Kihei Surfside 

TMK: (2) 3-9-004:001 
RP 7723 to AOAO 
Mana Kai-Maui 
(portion) 
 

TMK: (2) 3-9-004:149 
RP 7780 to Ruby & 
Sons Hospitality LLC 

TMK: (2) 3-9-004:001 TMK: (2) 3-9-004:029 
General Lease 4212 to 
Ruby & Sons 
Hospitality LLC 
 



SB-1327 
Submitted on: 2/10/2019 1:28:04 PM 
Testimony for WTL on 2/11/2019 1:30:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Melodie Aduja 

Testifying for O`ahu 
County Committee on 
Legislative Priorities of 
the Democratic Party of 

Hawai`i 

Support No 

 
 
Comments:  



WTLTestimony
Late





SB-1327 
Submitted on: 2/9/2019 8:47:34 PM 
Testimony for WTL on 2/11/2019 1:30:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 
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