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Good afternoon Chair Luke, Vice Chair Cullen, and Members of the House Committee on
Finance. Thank you for providing the Crime Victim Compensation Commission (the
“Commission”) with the opportunity to testify in support of House Bill 1351 HD1, Relating to
the Department of Public Safety Operating Budget. House Bill 1351 HD1 provides funding for
the operations of the Sherriff’s Division and the Commission for the fiscal biennium beginning
July 1, 2019, and ending June 30, 2021.

The Commission was established in 1967 to mitigate the suffering and financial impact
experienced by victims of violent crime by providing compensation to pay un-reimbursed crime-
related expenses. Many victims of violent crime could not afford to pay their medical bills,
receive needed mental health or rehabilitative services, or bury a loved one if compensation were
not available from the Commission.

The Commission does not have any new requests for funding and appreciates that its budget
request is already covered in House Bill 2 HD1, Relating to the State Budget. Thank you for
your consideration and for your support of the Commission’s work on behalf of Hawai‘i’s crime
victims.
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TESTIMONY ON HOUSE BILL 1351, HOUSE DRAFT 1
RELATING TO THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY
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by
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Chair Luke, Vice Chair Cullen, and Members of the Committee:

The Department of Public Safety (PSD) supports the passage of House Bill
(HB) 1351, House Draft (HD) 1, which appropriates funds for the Department of
Public Safety’s (PSD) Sheriffs, PSD 503 and Crime Victim Compensation
Commission (CVCC), PSD 613.

HB 1351, HD 1 reflects the additional budget requests for FB 2019-21 for
PSD 503. (CVCC does not have any additional funding requests.) The Department
greatly appreciates the House Committee on Judiciary's provision of the additional
requests for:

1. Funds for Motor Vehicle Replacement

2. 4.0 Deputy Sheriffs for Oahu District for Homeless Operations

3. 6.0 Clerk Dispatchers Il for Sheriff Airport Detail

PSD has reviewed HB 1351, HD 1 and notes that the request for 15.0 Deputy
Sheriff positions to staff the new mauka concourse of the Daniel K. Inouye
International Airport was not appropriated. Although it was reported that the
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construction would not be completed on schedule, the Department respectfully
requests the Committee on Finance's consideration in appropriating this funding,
due to the lengthy lead time required to recruit, hiré, and train the new Deputy
Sheriffs. New Deputy Sheriffs undergo a rigorous 6 months of Law Enforcement
training and must become familiarized with the work environment in order to operate
efficiently and effectively in their security role. Allocating the positions and funding
through HB 1351, HD 1, would enable PSD to staff up, so that the Deputy Sheriffs
will be ready to assume the necessary law enforcement duties at the new mauka
concourse without delay. Attached is the Form A that details the request for 15.0
FTE, $874,335 for FY 2020 and $1,503,899 for FY 2021.

Thank you for the opportunity to present this testimony.
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