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In consideration of 

HOUSE BILL 1151, HOUSE DRAFT 1 

RELATING TO COMMERICAL OCEAN RECREATION  

 

House Bill 1151, House Draft 1 proposes to require the Department of Land and Natural 

Resources (Department) to adopt rules regarding regulating the activity of certain commercial 

water sport activity operators to provide for customer safety measures.  The Department 

respectfully opposes this measure. 

 

While the Department acknowledges the importance of customer safety measures, the United 

States Coast Guard (USCG) is the appropriate entity to consider and implement the requirements 

proposed by this measure.  USCG already requires a comprehensive list of safety requirements 

for documented commercial vessels and commercial operators.  Additionally, SCUBA diving 

instructors and tour operators are required to meet Professional Association of Diving 

Instructor/National Association of Underwater Instructor standards. 

 

The Department believes that USCG, not the State, should be the authority to implement new 

safety measures and that the requirements proposed in this measure are not necessary because of 

the USCG requirements currently in existence. 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this measure. 
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TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT WITH AMENDMENTS 

 
Chair Luke, Vice Chair Cullen, and Representatives of the FIN Committee: 

We support this bill and its intent, however, the term “lifeguard” in Section 2, Subsection (1) is 
confusing and should be removed, and “certified” should be changed to “training”.    

The reference to “lifeguard certification” in the second clause seems to require that USCG vessels 
are required to have a crew with “lifeguard certification.”  Also, some companies do internal 
“training” on AED and CPR devices.  Many times, “certification” for these skills is not available 
in Maui, and vessels adopt compressive training programs that may not involve a “certification.” 
Each operation is unique, and as stated more below, we have extensive USCG oversight over our 
safety operations. 

We support the following amendments to Section 2, Subsection (1) of the Bill: 

(1) “Each tour group or excursion to include one individual who is a 
rescue diver or lifeguard certified by a nationally recognized 
certification organization; provided that this requirement shall not 
apply to vessels that are inspected by the United States Coast Guard 
and that have at least one individual crew member aboard the vessel 
who is lifeguard certified “trained” in cardio pulmonary 
resuscitation, use of an automated external defibrillator, and basic 
first aid; and” 

Originally, charter boats were to be entirely excluded from this bill based on House Concurrent 
Resolution 86, which is attached as Exhibit “A”.  To refresh, House Concurrent Resolution 86 was 



passed in 2015 covering this same topic.  Based on the input from the industry, the Resolution was 
passed excluding vessels regulated by the United States Coast Guard.    

United States Coast Guard 

Commercial vessels that are certified by the USCG already have USCG oversight and 
requirements which are continually being updated.  Below are just some of the safety matters 
currently regulated by the USCG:  

(1) Crew manning requirements based on the activities of the vessel;  
(2) Quarterly safety drills;  
(3) CPR training for certain % of crew members;  
(4) Bi-monthly inspections;  
(5) Life raft inspections;  
(6) Life vest inspections; and 
(7) Drug testing.  

Also, the USCG currently requests vessels to conduct snorkeler in distress drills and snorkeler 
incident questionnaires.   Anytime there is a medical emergency the Captain must notify the USCG 
and file a comprehensive report with the USCG outlining every aspect of the Medical Emergency 
and the steps taken to mitigate and resolve the emergency.  Every serious Medical Emergency is 
investigated by the USCG. 

Conclusion 

We ask that the legislature refrain from altering our current safety procedures that successfully 
brings millions of passengers safely home to Hawaii harbors and to make the above-amendments.  

Zachary LaPrade 

Calypso Charters  



Exhibit “A” 
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