
 
Hawai‘i Commission for National 

 and Community Service 

University of Hawai‘i 

1601 East-West Road, JAB 4082 

Honolulu, Hawai‘i 96848 

 
 
June 23, 2020, 

 

Senator Donna Mercado Kim 

Chair-Senate Committee on Higher Education 

Senate District 14 

Hawai‘i State Capitol, Room 229 

415 South Beretania St. 

Honolulu, HI 96813 

 

 

Dear Honorable Chair Kim and the Senate Higher Education Committee, 

 

I am pleased to support the appointment and confirmation of Ms. Nadine Nishioka to the Hawai‘i 

Commission for National and Community Service. 

 

This Commission, enacted by Federal Statute, is responsible for administering and receiving federal funds 

to support AmeriCorps Programs in the State of Hawai‘i.  There are currently 9 programs in the Hawaii 

portfolio, with approximately 350 to 400 members serving throughout the state bringing in over 

$4,200,000.00 a year in Federal Funds.  The current focus areas of our programs concentrate on land 

conservation; legal help for low-income and or disadvantaged individuals; sustainable agriculture; healthy 

futures; and financial literacy. 

 

The composition of the Commission by Federal statute requires a minimum of 15 members, an equal 

representation of political parties with NO one party having a majority, and representation of various 

professional occupations. 

 

Ms. Nishioka will represent Community-based Agency and Youth Coaching. I have had the privilege to 

work with her the past two years on the Commission, and she has been a very valuable leader in supporting 

community service and volunteerism in Hawai‘i. Her appointment will also allow the Commission to 

maintain the equal balance between political parties which is needed to remain compliant with the Federal 

Statutes.  

 

Please allow Ms. Nishioka the opportunity to continue to serve on the Hawai‘i Commission for National 

and Community Service by confirming her to another term. 

 

Respectfully, 

 

 

 

Tracy Lee 

Interim Executive Director 

Hawai‘i Commission for National & Community Service 

 

 

TL/ader 

Tracy Lee 

Interim Executive Director 

 
Phone: (808) 956-8145 

Fax: (808) 944-7644 

Email: hicncs@hawaii.edu 

 









BRIAN T. T ANIGUCHI 
SE N ATO R 

STA TE O F H AWA II 

TO: Senator Donna Mercado Kim, Chair, and Members 
Senate Committee on Higher Education 

RE: Testimony in Support of GM 842 -- Nomination of Nadine Nishioka to serve on the Hawai ' i 
Commission for National and Community Service for a term to expire 06-30-2021. 

TOBE HEARD: Thursday July 2, 2020 3 :00 PM Conference Room 229 

I am pleased to submit this testimony in support of the nomination of Ms. Nadine Nishioka to continue 
to serve as a member of the Hawai ' i Commission for National and Community Service. 

Ms. Nishioka is the Executive Director of the Mo'ili ' ili Community Center, which delivers services, 
programs, and outreach to children and families, and well and frail seniors living in the area and beyond. 
She has also been active as a volunteer and leader in many community services programs, including the 
boys and girls youth and athletic programs in Manoa, the Manoa Girls' Athletic Club, Manoa Lions 
Club, and Lions Clubs International District 50 Hawai ' i Lions. 

As a member of the Lions, Ms. Nishioka has demonstrated her desire and initiative to assist those in 
need through her volunteer efforts. For a number of years she has organized state-wide projects such as 
food drives to assist the Food Banks on all islands, and has also headed the Lions' efforts to assist the 
Hawai ' i Red Cross in their fundraising efforts. Her efforts have been recognized by the International 
Association of Lions Clubs, which selected her as one of eleven Lions from the United States to receive 
President Barack Obama' s Champions of Change Award in 2012. 

Ms. Nishioka has a strong desire to help the people of Hawai' i, those in need, and especially to assist the 
young people of our community to become better citizens. Perhaps her greatest asset is that her 
willingness to serve is truly "from the heart." Her present service as a member of the Hawai' i 
Commission for National and Community Service exemplifies that spirit. 

Thank you for your favorable consideration of the nomination of Ms. Nadine Nishioka to continue to 
serve as a member of the Hawai ' i Commission for National and Community Service. 

Senator Brian T. Taniguchi 
Senatorial District 11 
Hawai'i State Capitol, Room 219 
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