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ATTN: Senator Russel Ruderman, Chair ATTN: Kawika Mattos, Chair

RE: GM 824

Submitting for consideration and confirmation to the Commission on Fatherhood,
Gubernatorial Nominee, ALLEN CARDINES, JR.

Aloha Chair Ruderman
and Honorable Members of the Senate Committee on Human Services:

Thank you for the opportunity to write a letter in TOTAL SUPPORT of the nomination of
Pastor Allen Cardines to serve on the Hawaii State Commission on Fatherhood. As part of this
deliberation is in recognizing the mission of this esteemed body to promote healthy family
relationships and the role that fathers play in the upbringing of the children.

As the Senator for the Westside District and Wai'anae Coast, | have known Pastor
Cardines for a number of years as a member of Nanaikapono Protestant Church congregation
and as a life-long member of the Nanakuli community. When determining qualifications for such
appointments, it is easy to see how the core Hawaiian values of Aloha and ‘Ohana are key
critical factors in cultural guideposts to building healthier families where the keiki can flourish.

Pastor Cardines realized long ago that “it takes a village to raise a child” and, as such, has
built an extensive collaborative network of various church, community, public, and private entities in
supporting his many worthy endeavors in building healthy relationship inside and outside the family
unit. He has worked with the Department of Education with interventional programs to reduce teen
suicide. Pastor Cardines strengthen westside foster care programs through the Hui Ho’omalu of
Partners in Development Program. Through the Honolulu Community Action Program (HCAP), he
continues to effectuate optimal outcomes and positive gains in parenting vulnerable children.

Appointment to this commission will only be an enhancement to his lifelong efforts to make
Hawai'i families stronger and more robust. It is for that reason that, without reservation, | provide my
complete support for the confirmation of Pastor Allen Cardines to the Commission on Fatherhood.

Sincerely,

Maile S.L. Shimabukuro

Office of State Senator Maile S.L. Shimabukuro - Hawaii Senate District 21
Wai'anae Coast %* Ko Olina < Honokai Hale < Kalaeloa
415 S. Beretania Street, Room 222, Honolulu, Hawaii 96813
(808) 586-7793 <« (808) 586-7797 FAX <  senshimabukuro@capitol.hawaii.gov ** 21maile.com
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| would like to submit testimony on behalf of Allen Cardines, Jr. | can't imagine a person
better suited to participate in the Commision on Fatherhood. | have collaborated with
Allen Cardines and find his tireless passion and devotion to improving his community to
be an inspiration.
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Aloha Chair Ruderman & Vice-Chair Rhoades and members on the committe on
Human Services:

| am so pleased to see the nomination of Allen Cardines Jr. for the Commission on
Fatherhood.

| am in strong support of Allen's nomination and know from working with him in the
community for many years with Hawaii's precious keiki, youth and ohana his heart and
passion is incredible pure and authentic.

He will continue to be a bright pillar of strength and love for our kiddos, encouraging
them that they can do and be all they want to aspire to. Allen is the perfect nominee for
this highly important position.

Mahalo nui loa,

Janet Grace
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June 24, 2020

The Hawaii State Commission on Fatherhood:

This is written in support of Pastor Allen Cardines for the appointment to the Hawaii State Commission
on Fatherhood. I have known Pastor Cardines since 2012 when I became the Complex Area
Superintendent of the Nanakuli-Waianae DOE public schools. He has been a visible and committed
partner in our efforts to change the social, emotional, behavioral and mental health wellness of our
students, families and the community.

He has always believed that healing the heart and leading with compassion will change the lives of our
children and support maximizing their learning and academic performance in school. He coordinated a
meeting with our complex area staff with all of the ministry leaders on our Leeward coast to share the
message about trauma and the effects on the brain. We made a commitment then to create a partnership
to battle these issues through community education and engagement.

Compassion Summits were held in the Waianae Moku to engage families in the discussion of trauma in
the homes, he has presented at local and national conferences, has shared his mission on the importance
of Fathers in the lives of their children through gatherings in our community and has organized volunteers
for our school events always being a positive role model and example to all.

Allen Cardines will be a great asset to the Hawaii State Commission on Fatherhood as I believe he will be
able to provide perspectives on issues from his experience in our community, as well as his leadership in
expanding the partnerships to address and support the vision and mission of this commission.

Sincerely,
Ann A. Mahi

Complex Area Superintendent
Nanakuli-Waianae Complex

AN AFFIRMATIVE ACTION AND EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER
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Hawaii State Commission on Fatherhood
Department of Human Services

1390 Miller Street

Honolulu, HI 96813

Attn: David “Kawika” Mattos, Chairperson
RE: Allen Cardines Nomination
Aloha e Chair Mattos,

Thank you for the opportunity to write a letter in support of the nomination of Pastor Allen Cardines to
serve on the Hawaii State Commission on Fatherhood. | have known Pastor Cardines for a few years as a
member of Nanaikapono Protestant Church congregation and as a life-long member of the Nanakuli
community. | also serve as this district’s State Representative to the Hawaii State Capitol.

It has been my experience that Pastor Cardines strongly believes in creating safe, healthy and hopeful
environments where families, especially children can flourish. His commitment to Hawaiian values, the
power and presence of Aloha, and his dedication to reducing and treating childhood abuse, neglect in
trauma-impacted families is inspirational.

Additionally, Pastor Cardines is a collaborator. He brings together local, state and national organizations
from the public and private sectors by providing high energy trainings that result in greater empowerment
and transformation for all people of Hawai’i.

Through the Na Leo Kane Advisory Team, he builds healthy relationships with boys as well as Fathers in
promoting resources and best practices. His partnership with the Nanakuli -Waianae Complex for the
Department of Education in transforming our model for social-emotional well- being is a model for the
state.

| recommend with enthusiasm the nomination of Pastor Allen Cardines as a Commissioner for the Hawaii
State Commission on Fatherhood.

Sincerely,

(et P2

Stacelynn K.M. Eli
Representative District 43
Hawaii State Legislature
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| have worked with Allen Cardines on various projects in the community and witnessed
his committment to the keiki of this land! His strong leadership skills help to rally the
community to support those in need. His committment to youth is like no other, always
putting them at the front and center of everything he does. | am confident that he has
the skills, attitude and heart to make Hawaii proud. | fully support his consideration and
confirmation to the Commission on Fatherhood.
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