
TESTIMONY ON GM 822 

by 

Reyn Keaka Kaupiko 

 

Senate Committee on Public Safety, Intergovernmental, and Military Affairs 

Senator Clarence Nishihara, Chair 

Senator Glenn Wakai, Vice Chair 

 

Dear Chair, Vice Chair, and members of the Committee, 

Thank you for the opportunity to be considered for a board member seat on the Veterans’ Services 

Advisory Board.  I would also like to thank Governor David Ige for nominating me.  It is an honor to be 

considered for a position that allows me to give back to fellow veterans. 

My name is Reyn Kaupiko, and I am currently a Quality Engineer for Dawson 8a.  I am a Hawaiʻi native 

and U.S. Navy Veteran.  I grew up in Hawaii Kai and attended the U.S. Naval Academy as the primary 

nominee of then Representative Abercrombie.  I served five years as a Surface Warfare Officer in the 

U.S. Navy, stationed at Norfolk Virginia and Everette Washington. In 2012, I transitioned from active 

duty service and returned home to Oʻahu.  Since 2012, I have been an active member in the business 

community and other organizations within the State.    

There are several primary reasons as to why I would like to serve on the Veterans’ Services Advisory 

Board.   

First, I view service on this Advisory Board as a responsibility.  I have been the beneficiary of amazing 

Veteran entitlements, entitlements that were sought out by veterans who wanted a better future for 

those who came after.  The time is now for me to do my part ensuring our Veterans are cared for 

properly. 

Second, the Advisory Board needs to better fit the demographic representation of the Hawaii veteran 

community.  Hawaii is a state where the veteran population is contrary to the national average.  Hawaii 

has a higher percentage of younger veterans (those under the age of 44 years old).  Fitting into this 

category I would be an asset to the board.  I understand the issues that are experienced.  I have gone 

through them, issues of GI bill entitlement, post military employment, disability ratings, VA health care 

and many more.  Having navigated these issues, I was forced to become a resident expert on where to 

find help and who to ask. 

Lastly, as a service-disabled veteran, I rely on the Veterans Administration as a primary source of 

healthcare.  This allows me the opportunity, and unique experience, to better understand the services 

available to veterans and the systematic barriers or disconnects within.  Having personally experienced 

these disconnect I do not want others to endure the same frustrations. 

  



 

I believe I am qualified for the following reasons: 

● Honorably served five years in the U.S. Navy as a Surface Warfare Officer. 

● Disabled veteran with first-hand knowledge of the VA Healthcare system. 

● Understanding of how to navigate VA services. 

● Active Community Organizer-Naval Academy Alumni Board Member, Blue and Gold Officer, 

Varsity Assistant Football Coach, Chamber of Commerce (Kona) Young Leaders Board Member. 

● Mentor for actively transitioning or recently transitioned veterans.  

As a business leader and active member in our community, I believe I can provide positive insight and 

guidance to help the Director of Veterans’ Service.  As a veteran, I hope to continue to help others 

understand how to access the full range of veterans’ services and successfully navigate the transition 

from military service to the civilian community.  My goal is for all veterans to be successful, thriving 

members of the communities they helped to protect while wearing the uniform.   

Thank you for considering me for appointment to the Veterans’ Services Advisory Board.  I hope to be 

afforded the opportunity to serve and help better our Hawai’i.  

 

Mahalo, 

 

Reyn Kaupiko 

808-476-1157 



 
 
 

 

 
 

STATE OF HAWAII 
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 

OFFICE OF THE VETERANS’ 
SERVICES 

459 PATTERSON ROAD, E-WING, ROOM 1-A103 
HONOLULU, HAWAII 96819-1522 

Telephone Number 433-0420 

 

 

 

  TESTIMONY 
GM 822 Submitting for consideration and confirmation 

To the Advisory Board on Veterans Services, 
Gubernatorial Nominee, 

REYN KAUPIKO for a term to expire 
6-30-2024 

 
PRESENTATION TO THE 

 
SENATE COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC SAFETY, INTERGOVERNMENTAL AND 

MILITARY AFFAIRS 
                                                                      

          BY 
 

MR. RONALD P. HAN 
DIRECTOR OF THE STATE OFFICE OF VETERANS SERVICES 

 
June 30, 2020 

 
Chair Nishihara, Vice Chair Wakai and Committee members: 
 
I‘m Ron Han, Director for the State Office of Veterans Services (OVS).  The OVS strongly supports 
the GM 822 confirmation of Reyn Kaupiko to be appointed to the State Advisory Board on Veterans 
Services for a term to expire June 30, 2024.   
 
Reyn graduated from the US Naval Academy and served his Country in the US Navy as a Surface 
Warfare Officer from 2008-2013.   Serving on the USS Nimitz and then on the USS Wasp, Reyn 
garnered high praise from his superiors for his leadership and technical abilities in supporting 
maintenance and multi spectrum communication operations.  From his military service, he then went on 
to work with the Kiewit Building Group, Contrack Watts Inc., Young Brothers, LLC and finally with 
Dawson Federal Inc. where he currently works as a Federal Construction Contractor Estimator. 
 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to testify in support of Reyn Kaupiko’s confirmation and consideration. 
 
 
Ron Han: ronald.han@va.gov   Phone: (808) 433-0422 
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TESTIMONY TO THE SENATE COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC SAFETY, 
INTERGOVERNMENTAL, AND MILITARY AFFAIRS (PSM) 

JUNE 30, 2020 

IN SUPPORT OF GM822, confirmation to the Advisory Board on Veterans' Services, 
Gubernatorial Nominee, REYN KAUPIKO 

 

Dear Chair Nishihara, Vice Chair Wakai, and Members of the Committee: 

I have known Reyn since he returned to Hawaii after his initial commitment of service.  He has 
been deeply engaged in the activities of the US Naval Academy Hawaii chapter of the Alumni 
Association, which engages the more than 600 USNA graduates that are Hawaii residents.  
Additionally, Reyn and I have engaged more deeply in discussions regarding public issues in 
Hawaii, especially military issues.  I have always found Reyn to be thoughtful, serious, and 
sincere in his approach to issues.  He has been a tremendous asset for the Hawaii Chapter, and I 
am confident that he will be just as significant an asset for the Advisory Board on Veterans’ 
Services.  

Sincerely,  

 
 
Theodore A. Peck 
President 
United States Naval Academy Alumni Association 
Hawaii Chapter 
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GM-822 
Submitted on: 6/25/2020 4:27:54 PM 
Testimony for PSM on 6/30/2020 12:30:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Rev. Andrew F. Kikuta 
Testifying for Hawaii Kai 

Community Church 
Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

I am submitting a testimony in favor of Reyn Keaka Kaupiko's nomination to the 
Veterans' Service Advisory Board.  I have known Reyn for 23 years and have watched 
him grow up in Hawaii Kai and move on to his service in the Navy. 

I can vouch for his character, integrity and abilities to carry out his responsibilities as a 
board member to represent the veterans in Hawaii.  He has served his country well and 
now he can extend that service locally here in Hawaii. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to give me a call. 

Sincerely, 

Rev. Andrew F. Kikuta 
Hawaii Kai Community Church 
6650 Hawaii Kai Drive #107 
Honolulu, HI.  96825 
(808) 395-0272 
Senior Pastor/Police Chaplain 

 



GM-822 
Submitted on: 6/24/2020 11:54:43 AM 
Testimony for PSM on 6/30/2020 12:30:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Blair Suzuki Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

Thank you for the opportunity to submit written testimony in STRONG SUPPORT of 
Reyn Kaupiko's nomination to serve on the Advisory Board on Veterans' Services.  I 
have known Reyn for over 12 years and have served with him both in uniform as a 
Naval Officer and in community working to advocate to improve Hawaii.   

I think Reyn will provide a much needed frame of reference on Veterans' issues in 
Hawaii as he represents Post-9/11 Veterans as well a Native Hawaiian Veterans.  Both 
of these demographics are under-represented in the current veteran landscape.   

Reyn's background in naval service and in his involvement with the community make 
him an outstanding choice and I look forward to the work he will do on behalf of the 
Native Hawaiian Veteran community and all Hawaii Veterans. 

Mahalo, 

Blair Suzuki 

Board Member, Advisory Board on Veterans' Services 

 



GM-822 
Submitted on: 6/25/2020 5:23:36 PM 
Testimony for PSM on 6/30/2020 12:30:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

David Oride Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha pumehana, 

I had the pleasure of working with Reyn Kaupiko at Kiewit Building Group and was also 
a fellow classmate at Kamehameha Schools.  I know him to be an intelligent and 
passionate individual.  He has incredible people skills and is passionate about this 
cause and I believe that would make him a valuable asset to the veterans community 
for years to come. 

Mahalo for your consideration, 

David Oride 

 



GM-822 
Submitted on: 6/26/2020 9:35:11 AM 
Testimony for PSM on 6/30/2020 12:30:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Jesse Dowsett Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

To Whom It May Concern: 

As a former Project Manager at Kiewit Building Group, a full-service general 
contractor, I have come to know Reyn Kaupiko and therefore provide my strong support 
for his confirmation. 

During his previous role at Kiewit Building Group, I was able to work hand in hand with 
Reyn on the Interim Car Rental Facility projects at Daniel K. Inouye International Airport. 
During our time together on this construction project, Reyn displayed a sense of 
integrity and dedication to the project team through meaningful action and input in every 
effort to overcome various challenges to the project in pursuit of successful completion. 

As a young veteran and active contributor to Hawaii's business community, Reyn 
posesses the background and perspective to become an immedaite asset to the 
Veterans Administration and community it supports. For these reasons, I do not know a 
better person more suited to join the Veterans' Services Advisory Board. 

I support Governor’s Message 822 and request the consent of this Committee.  Mahalo 
for the opportunity to share my support. 

  

With respect, 

Jesse Dowsett 

Director – Management Services 

The Wilhelm Group LLC 

 



GM-822 
Submitted on: 6/26/2020 10:53:09 AM 
Testimony for PSM on 6/30/2020 12:30:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Brad Kitsu Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chairman and Board Members! 

I want to provide my support for the passing of GM822, the appointment of Reyn 
Kaupiko to the Veteran's Service Advisory Board. 

I have worked with Reyn for over a year now, and have had the opportunity to get to 
kow Reyn on differnet levels.  I would like to speak to why I believe Reyn would be a 
great addition to the Board.  Serving our country as a member of the US Navy, over the 
past 5 years, there is no doubt that Reyn understands the intricacies of being a service 
member.  

I believe that it is Reyn's passion to further serve his fellow service members, that 
makes him the perfect addition to this board. In our conversations and ones I overhear 
Reyn discussing veteran issues and military issues in general, Reyn's articulation 
exemplifies his vast knowledge and compassion.  It is my belief that Reyn is a young, 
intelligent, enthusiactic individual that will always put his best foot forward in serving the 
service members this Board is responsible for advising. 

Mahalo for allowing me to submit a brief testimony in support of the appointment of 
Reyn Kaupiko to the Veteran's Service Advisory Board. 

 



GM-822 
Submitted on: 6/26/2020 2:25:11 PM 
Testimony for PSM on 6/30/2020 12:30:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Steve Colon Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, thank you for giving me the opportunity to express my strongest recommendation 
possible for the consideration of Rey Kaupiko to the Veterans Services Advisory 
Board.  Reyn is veteran, a former Navy officer, and a graduate of the U.S. Naval 
Academy.  I have gotten to know Reyn over the years since he left active duty, both 
professionally, and in my capacity as past president and current trustee of the Hawaii 
chapter of the U.S. Naval Academy Alumni Association.  Reyn helped us many times 
with planning events and implementing ideas to support our island alumni.  On the 
professional front he has gained trememdous experience so far working for Dawson 
and recently Young Brothers. Reyn Kaupiko is just the kind of individual we need to help 
our Hawaii veterans.  Please give him your strongest consideration. 

Kind Regards 

Steve Colon 

Captain, U.S. Naval Reserve (ret) 

 



 

June 26, 2020 

Roger Bright, Director of Sales & Marketing 

Montage Kapalua Bay 

One Bay Drive 

Lahaina, HI  96761 

 

RE: Testimony supporting the nomination of Reyn Kaupiko to the Advisory Board on Veteran’s Services 

To whom it may concern; 

This testimony is to show support for Reyn Kaupiko’s nomination to the Advisory Board on Veteran’s 

Services.  I believe Reyn would be an asset to this Board because of his passion for those that served this 

country.  He is a local Hawaiian having attended the Naval Academy, and proudly represented the mid-

shipman as a football player, Reyn graduated as an Officer and served in the Navy until his honorable 

discharged.  Reyn is now a disabled Veteran working with Dawson 8a on US Government projects in 

Hawaii. Reyn has experience with local shipping as the former Port Manager for Young Brother’s in 

Kawaihai, Big Island and has worked on the Rail project as well.   He is highly educated with a Master’s of 

Business Degree from University of Hawaii Shidler College of Business and currently working on a second 

Masters through the University of San Francisco.  He is the father of two children and active in the 

community.   

As his father-in-law, I look forward to our weekly discussions on a variety of topics.  Most recently the 

ongoing challenges with Hawaii’s tourism – something that I am passionate about and been involved in 

for over 40 years.   

As you can see Reyn Kaupiko has a solid base of experience and will bring a fresh perspective to the 

Board.  Thank you for your consideration. 

Warm regards, 

Roger Bright 



GM-822 
Submitted on: 6/27/2020 11:24:58 AM 
Testimony for PSM on 6/30/2020 12:30:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Kristen Takushi Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

Chair Nishihara, Vice Chair Wakai, and members of the committee: 

I respectfully request your SUPPORT in confirmation the appointment of Mr. Reyn 
Kaupiko to serve as a member to the Advisory Board on Veterans' Services. 

I have had the pleasure of knowing Mr. Kaupiko for the last 10 years. I have found him 
to be a very knowledgeable, conscientious, hard worker, and a strong forthright leader 
in fairness and honesty. 

Mr. Kaupiko a disabled U.S. Navy Veteran who served for five years as a Surface 
Warfare Officer, stationed at Norfolk Virginia and Everette Washington. Mr. Kaupiko has 
a broad and deep understanding in the Veterans Administration first hand. His life-long 
passion for helping Veterans and their families makes him a well-rounded candidate for 
the Advisory Board on Venterans' Services. 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify in support of Reyn Kaupiko's confirmation and 
consideration. 

  

 



TESTIMONY ON GM 822 

by 

Thomas A. SHOPAY III 

 

Senate Committee on Public Safety, Intergovernmental, and Military Affairs 

Senator Clarence Nishihara, Chair 

Senator Glenn Wakai, Vice Chair 

 

Dear Chair, Vice Chair, and members of the Committee, 

 

I am writing to express my support for the appointment of Reyn K. Kaupiko as a board member on the 

Veterans’ Services Advisory Board.  

 

I have known Mr. Kaupiko for several years and find him to be a distinguished member of our community.  

He is personable, empathetic, resourceful, and professional.  These characteristics combined with an 

energetic and friendly personality make him an excellent addition to any organization.  I believe that these 

are desirable traits for an appointed position since they will assist him in not only dealing with other 

members of the board, but also in serving his community.    

 

His experience in the military and current success in the civilian sector further speak to his outstanding 

ability to face and conquer challenges.  His initiative, coupled with his ability to thoroughly research, plan, 

budget, and execute are apparent in his successful career and personal life.  Furthermore, he is well versed 

in current events and can provide a relevant perspective on issues the board may consider. 

 

I humbly request that you will take my testimony into consideration for the successful appointment of 

Reyn K. Kaupiko as a board member on the Veteran’s Services Advisory Board. 

 

 



CHARLES K. HARRIS 
1050 Bishop Street, #439  

Honolulu, HI 96813 
 

June 28, 2020 

The Honorable Clarence K. Nishihara, Chair 
The Honorable Glenn Wakai, Vice Chair 
     and Members 
Senate Committee on Public Safety, Intergovernmental, and Military Affairs 
Hawaii State Legislature 
Hawaii State Capitol, Room 202 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

Dear Chair Nishihara, Vice Chair Wakai, and members:  

I’m writing to give my strongest recommendation for the nomination and selection of Reyn 
Kaupiko as a member of the Advisory Board on Veterans’ Services.   

I’ve known Mr. Kaupiko for over four years and have been consistently impressed by his 
intellectual drive and steadfast performance; he is a very impressive individual.  In my previous 
career as a naval officer which culminated in command of a LOS ANGELES-class fast attack 
submarine here in Hawaii, I worked with hundreds of the country’s brightest and most driven 
individuals.  Within that group, Mr. Kaupiko is at the top.   

Hawaii has a wonderful opportunity to have his talents on the Advisory Board.  The leaders of 
our State would be hard-pressed to find someone more knowledgeable of veterans’ issues and 
more dedicated to help in the development and management of veterans’ policies and programs.   

Mr. Kaupiko has my full support and would be a tremendous asset as a member of the Advisory 
Board.  I am available at your convenience should you have any questions. 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Charles Harris 

/,0/,0



GM-822 
Submitted on: 6/28/2020 9:40:46 PM 
Testimony for PSM on 6/30/2020 12:30:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Jonathan Kaalekahi Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, my name is Jonathan Kaipo Kaalekahi and this statement serves to be testimony 
on behalf Mr. Reyn Kaupiko. 

Currently serving as a Site Supervisor and Site Safety Health Officer with DAWSON 
Group, I've had the pleasure of witnessing Mr. Kaupiko's implementation of work ethic 
as an integral part of our Construction Ohana. Along with his experience, Mr. Kaupiko 
brings iIntegerity and repsect to every equation and exmplifies what a leader should be. 
He is and addition to any Ohana and I am certain he would serve our communities with 
the same vigor and dedication that he exhibits on a daily basis. 

Mahalo for your time and consideration! 

Aloha 

  

  

 



GM-822 
Submitted on: 6/28/2020 9:49:17 PM 
Testimony for PSM on 6/30/2020 12:30:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Patrick Branco Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

I am writing to express my strong support for the nomination of Reyn Kaupiko to the 
Veterans’ Services Advisory Board. 

Reyn is a true industrious son of Hawai'i and has served our state and country well.  He 
represents what is best in our state today and we need young bright leaders like Reyn 
on this board now. 

I attended high school with Reyn, but we recently reconnected and he immediately 
struck me as thoughtful and profound leader, who has vision for our state.  Additionally, 
he has a commitment to service, which is key on this board.  

Reyn will bring a diversified perspective to this board.  Reyn served five years as a 
Surface Warfare Officer in the U.S. Navy, stationed at Norfolk Virginia and Everette 
Washington.  Now, he is an active member in the business community and other 
organizations within the State.  Reyn understands both the private and public sectors 
and will be key in assisting our veterans’ transition into civilian life. 

Reyn will bring his extensive experience to the Advisory Board on Veterans’ Services.  I 
am certain that Reyn will work tirelessly to ensure more services and benefits will be 
provided to our veterans, their families, and survivors.  Additionally, he will serve as a 
catalyst to provide better outreach to our veterans so they know what services are 
available to them. 

I am honored to provide this testimony on his behalf and humbly request the committee 
approve his confirmation. Thank you for this opportunity to submit this testimony. 

 



GM-822 
Submitted on: 6/28/2020 10:44:21 PM 
Testimony for PSM on 6/30/2020 12:30:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

ROLINA FAAGAI Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

Reyn Kaupiko is an exemplary advocate for Veterans and has shown a passion for 
providing access to much needed resources for service members and veterans alike. 
Reyn's unique experience and perspective as a Hawaii native and service-disabled 
Veteran makes him an ideal candidate for the Veterans' Service Advisory Board. Please 
accept this tesimony in support of Reyn Kaupiko. 

 



Testimony Presented Before the 
Senate Committee on Public Safety, Intergovernmental, and Military Affairs 

Tuesday, June 30, 2020 at 12:30 PM 
by 

Amy M Luke 
Individual 

GM822 – Submitting for consideration and confirmation for the Advisory Board on 
Veterans Services, Gubernatorial Nominee, Reyn Kaupiko, for a term to expire 6-30-
2024. 

Aloha Chair Nishihara, Vice-Chair Wakai, and Members of the Committee: 

Thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony in strong support of Governor’s 
Message 822 and the appointment of Mr. Reyn Kaupiko, to serve on the Advisory Board 
on Veterans Services for the State of Hawaiʻi. 

Although I have known Mr. Kaupiko for only a short time, he has made such a positive 
impression on me that I felt compelled to submit this testimony in support.  I met Mr. 
Kaupiko in a community projects setting and was able to witness his commitment to 
bettering our community, his ease with communication, and his ability to find common 
ground with all.  As his background details, Mr. Kaupiko is a graduate of the U.S. Naval 
Academy and veteran voice for those unable to be their own advocates.  As a younger, 
service-disabled veteran, I believe he will be able to help bring balance to the Advisory 
Board on Veterans Services as well as his experience utilizing veteran services 
firsthand to the table for a stronger, more informed board that will benefit all of Hawaiʻi’s 
veterans.  

While there are numerous reasons to write this letter of recommendation for Mr. 
Kaupiko, my recommendation is based on Mr. Kaupiko’s qualifications and desire to 
help alleviate the struggle that he has endured as a service-disabled veteran in 
navigating the system.  As a mentor to actively transitioning and recently transitioned 
veterans, Mr. Kaupiko continues to embrace the veterans community and he 
understands the vast range of social and health disparities that veterans currently face. 

For these reasons and for all of those that your committee will hear from Mr. Kaupiko’s 
supporters, I believe that Mr. Reyn Kaupiko would be an asset to the Advisory Board on 
Veterans Services and help to further serve his community and fellow veterans through 
this service.  I thank you for this opportunity to testify in strong support of Governor’s 
Message 822 and I respectfully urge you to consent to Mr. Reyn Kaupiko’s nomination 
to serve on the Advisory Board on Veterans Services for the State of Hawaiʻi. 



GM-822 
Submitted on: 6/29/2020 6:00:55 AM 
Testimony for PSM on 6/30/2020 12:30:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Justin Uale Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

Reyn has the most integrity and commitment of any associate I have ever met.  As he 
always does he will be a shinning example and leader in any group or community.  Our 
community needs his type of leadership for true advancement. 

 



GM-822 
Submitted on: 6/29/2020 8:45:10 AM 
Testimony for PSM on 6/30/2020 12:30:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Alma Grocki Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

Chair, Vice Chair, and members of the Senate Committee on Public Safety, 
Intergovernmental and Military Affairs, 

I would like to submit a testimonial strongly supporting the selection of Reyn Kaupiko as 
a board member on the Veterans’ Services Advisory Board. 

I have known Reyn since 2002, as a junior at Kamehameha School, Kapalama campus. 
Reyn was applying for an extremely competitive appointment to the United States Naval 
Academy, and I was designated as his Blue and Gold Officer to assist him with his 
application. As I interacted more with Reyn, I saw a self-assured, quietly confident 
leader who would make an outstanding naval officer. He was extremely focused, willing 
to work hard, and a demonstrated leader among his peers. Reyn stood out among other 
students because of his easy-going personality, ability to work well with others, and a 
mature, responsible attitude. Born and raised in Hawaii, he has a mental toughness and 
discipline, combined with a strong work ethic that helped him to be successful at the 
Naval Academy and in the Navy. 

I have seen Reyn successfully transition to a civilian career, grounded by being a 
husband and a father. The leadership he demonstrated in the Navy, and his concern for 
the welfare of his sailors and the responsibility he felt towards them, continues today to 
those around him, as well as fellow veterans. His experiences in the Navy, and his own 
challenges as a veteran, have given Reyn critical insight into veteran services and 
support, and how he can be involved in representing fellow veterans, and working 
towards a solution on some of the issues. Reyn’s unique perspective and desire to 
positively impact Veteran Services here in Hawaii, would make him a valuable member 
of the Advisory Board. Now, he has the opportunity to increase the scope of veterans he 
can assist through his calm, thoughtful leadership. As a younger generation veteran, he 
can more closely relate to, and understand the issues of his generation, and help find 
the solutions they seek. 

Reyn has a focus, as demonstrated by his occupation, on doing what is right, not what 
is easy or expedient. He has always been a leader among his peers, someone others 
feel comfortable seeking assistance and advice from. He has the pulse of what the 
veterans need and want. His work ethic and feeling of responsibility to the community, 



coupled with his own experiences as a veteran, make Reyn the right person to be a 
member of the Advisory Board. 

I most strongly support Reyn Kaupiko to be selected as a board member of the 
Veterans’ Services Advisory Board. 

Mahalo and Very Respectfully, 

Alma Lau Grocki 

Rear Admiral, U.S. Navy (Ret) 

 



GM-822 
Submitted on: 6/29/2020 8:47:41 AM 
Testimony for PSM on 6/30/2020 12:30:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Kamaile Aluli Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

I believe Mr. Reyn Kaupiko would be an an amazing asset to the Advisory Board on 
Verterans' Services. Through working with Mr. Kaupiko for a little over a year, I have 
witnessed first hand his care and commitment to helping others. As a young female who 
just entered the job field, he always took the time to sit down with me and help guide, 
inform and encourage me to succeed in my career and life in general. Even with 
working full-time, going to school and being a father, Mr. Kaupiko has always made time 
for everyone that walked through the door. I have watched multiple Veteran new hires 
walk in and get immediate assistance and knowledge from Mr. Kaupiko seconds after 
meeting him. I am confident Mr.Kaupiko is the perfect fit for the Advisory Board on 
Veterans' Services because I have already seen him become an important mentor to 
many in our community, and this opportunity would give him the platform to change so 
many more Veteran lives for the better! 

 



GM-822 
Submitted on: 6/29/2020 9:28:52 AM 
Testimony for PSM on 6/30/2020 12:30:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Harvey Maxwell Kopper Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

I have known Reyn Kaupiko since grade school, and have had the pleasure of watching 
him develop as a person, citizen and valued community member. I am excited at the 
possibility of seeing Reyn in a seat on the Veteran’s Services Advisory Board, as I know 
he will make the most of this opportunity to serve his community. 

 



GM-822 
Submitted on: 6/29/2020 7:41:36 PM 
Testimony for PSM on 6/30/2020 12:30:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Kaulana Aoki Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  
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