
STAND. COM. REP. NO.

Honolulu, Hawaii

APR05 , 2019

RE: S.B. No. 641
H.D. 2

Honorable Scott K. Saiki
Speaker, House of Representatives
Thirtieth State Legislature
Regular Session of 2019
State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committee on Judiciary, to which was referred S.B. No.
641, H.D. 1, entitled:

“A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO INTOXICANTS,”

begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure is to amend Hawaii’s laws
regarding the use of intoxicants while operating a vehicle by:

(1) Adding a definition of “substance abuse”;

(2) Expanding the definition of “drug” to include any
substance that, when taken into the human body, can
impair the ability of a person to operate a vehicle
safely; and

(3) Expanding the definition of “substance” to include any
plant, medication, poison, natural or synthetic
chemical, or any compound, or combination of these.

The Department of Transportation, Councilmember representing
District 9 of the City and County of Honolulu, County of Hawai’i
Office of the Prosecuting Attorney, County of Kaua’i Office of the
Prosecuting Attorney, Honolulu Police Department, Hawaii Strategic
Highway Safety Plan, Hawaii Chapter of Mothers Against Drunk
Driving, AAA Hawaii, Highway Bicycling League, and an individual
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testified in support of this measure. The Office of the Public
Defender and The Drug Policy Forum of Hawai’i testified in
opposition to this measure.

Your Committee has amended this measure by establishing a
separate offense of operating a vehicle while impaired by a lesser
intoxicant, other than alcohol or controlled substances, instead
of inserting a definition of “substance abuse” and amending the
definitions of “drug” and “substance.” Your Committee has further
amended this measure by:

(1) Amending its preamble;

(2) Requiring law enforcement and the Criminal Justice Data
Center to collect, make public, and report on certain
data relating to the offense of operating a vehicle
while impaired by a lesser intoxicant;

(3) Inserting a sunset date of June 30, 2022; and

(4) Making technical, nonsubstantive amendments for clarity,
consistency, and style.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Judiciary that is attached to this report, your
Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of S.B. No.
641, H.D. 1, as amended herein, and recommends that it pass Third
Reading in the form attached hereto as S.B. No. 641, H.D. 2.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Judiciary,

CHRIS LEE, Chair
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State of Hawaii
House of Representatives ~ 2.1 9~

The THIRTIETH Legislature

Record of Votes of the Committee on Judiciary

Bg~lutio4);: H ~ CornnilfteeRef~raI: ~ Date: ç ;2 ~9/9

U The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: Li Pass, unamended (as is) ~‘~ss, with amendments (HD) Li Hold
U Pass short form bill with HD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

JUD Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

1. LEE, Chris (C)

2. SAN BUENAVENTURA, Joy A. (VC) 7

3. BROWER, Tom

4. CREAGAN, Richard P. /

5. LOWEN, Nicole E.

6. McKELVEY, Angus L.K.

7. MORIKAWA, Dee

8. SAY, Calvin K.Y.

9. TAKAYAMA, Gregg

10. YAMANE, Ryan I.

11. THIELEN, Cynthia

TOTAL (11) / 0 (
The recommendation is: ,~Adopted Li Not Adopted

7 If joint referral, did not support recommendation.
commi~~roLym(s)~

Vice Chair’s or designee’s~

Distribution: Original (White) — Committee u (Yellow) — f Clerk’s Office Duplicate (Pink) — HMSO


