
STAND. COM. REP. NO. -20

Honolulu, Hawaii

MAR13 , 2020

RE: S.B. No. 2985
S.D. 1
H.D. 1

Honorable Scott K. Saiki
Speaker, House of Representatives
Thirtieth State Legislature
Regular Session of 2020
State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committee on Agriculture, to which was referred S.B. No.
2985, S.D. 1, entitled:

“A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO VETERINARIANS,”

begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure is to protect animals by:

(1) Providing civil immunity, absent gross negligence, to
veterinarians who render emergency care or treatment to
an animal, whether there is a veterinarian-client-
patient relationship or not; and

(2) Requiring veterinarians to report certain suspected
injuries, killing, or abuse of an animal to law
enforcement.

Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure
from Hawaii Board of Veterinary Medicine, Hawaiian Humane Society,
Animal Rights Hawaii, For Forgotten Felines, and thirteen
individuals.

Your Committee finds that veterinarians should be permitted
to use their skills and expertise to render emergency aid to
animals without the fear of civil liability, provided that the aid

SB2985 HD1 HSCR AGR HMS 2020-1769



STAND. COM. REP. NO.~OSt -20
Page 2

is rendered in good faith and absent gross negligence. This
measure provides appropriate civil immunity to veterinarians while
ensuring the protection of animal health and welfare.

Your Committee has amended this measure by:

(1) Changing the effective date to July 31, 2150, to
encourage further discussion; and

(2) Making technical, nonsubstantive amendments for the
purposes of clarity, consistency, and style.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Agriculture that is attached to this report, your
Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of S.B. No.
2985, S.D. 1, as amended herein, and recommends that it pass
Second Reading in the form attached hereto as S.B. No. 2985, S.D.
1, H.D. 1, and be referred to your Committee on Judiciary.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Agriculture,

P. CREAGAN , air
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State of Hawaii
House of Representatives

The THIRTIETH Legislature ~4 $ 4’ 0” I I~3 ~

Record of Votes of the Committee on Agriculture

Bill/Resolution No.: Co mittee Referyi I Date:

5B S’≤,S~(
D The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: ~ Pass, unamended (as is) iPass, with amendments (HD) ~J Hold
~ Pass short form bill with HD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

AGR Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

1. CREAGAN, Richard P. (C)

2. DeCOITE, Lynn (VC) 5”

3. CABANILLA ARAKAWA, Rida

4. CACHOLA, Romy M.

5. HOLT, Daniel

6. ONISHI, Richard H.K.

7. PERRUSO, Amy A.

8. THIELEN, Cynthia V

TOTAL(8) O 2.-
The recommendation is: ~~dopted LI Not Adopted

If joint referral, did not support recommendation.
committee acronym(s)

Vice Chair’s or designee’s signature:~,t4,~~Ri’c ~
Distribution: Original (White) — Committ~e) Duplicate (Yellow) — Chief Clerk’s Office Duplicate (Pink) — HMSO


