STAND. COM. REP. NO. Zb""

Honolulu, Hawaii

FEB 13 2020

RE: S.B. No. 2118

Honorable Ronald D. Kouchi
President of the Senate
Thirtieth State Legislature
Regular Session of 2020
State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committee on Human Services, to which was referred S.B.
No. 2118 entitled:

"A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO DISCRETIONARY TRANSFERS TO THE
SUPREME COURT," '

begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose and intent of this measure is to allow parties in
child custody appeals to request that their appeal be transferred
from the Intermediate Court of Appeals directly to the Supreme
Court, except in cases brought under the Child Protective Act.

Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure
from the Hawaii State Judiciary and Hawaii State Bar Association
Appellate Section.

Your Committee finds that the mission of family court is to
provide a fair, speedy, economical, and accessible forum for the
resolution of matters involving families and children. This
measure does not include appeals from family court matters
involving the termination of parental rights because the Supreme
Court already has an expedited process in place for those cases.

Your Committee also finds that in other child custody
matters, litigants presently are required to wait until the
Intermediate Court of Appeals (ICA) issues a decision and then
file and application for certiorari with the Supreme Court. This
measure would allow the Judiciary to offer litigants in child

2020-1354 SSCR SMA.doc

AEEEIE AR RET TR0



STAND. COM. REP. NO. Zblq

Page 2

custody appeals the opportunity for expedited resolution by
bypassing the ICA and applying for transfer to the Supreme Court.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Human Services that is attached to this report, your
Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of S.B.

No. 2118 and recommends that it pass Second Reading and be
referred to your Committee on Judiciary.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Human Services,

%AM

JUSSELL E. RUDERMAN, Chair
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The Senate
Thirtieth Legislature
State of Hawai‘i

Record of Votes
Committee on Human Services
HMS

Bill / Resolution No.:* Committee Referral: Date:

3R A MM S |0 00050

D The Committee is reconsidering its previous decision on this measure.

If so, then the previous decision was to:

The Recommendation is:

Pass, unamended l___| Pass, with amendments D Hold D Recommit

2312 2311 2310 2313
Members Aye Aye (WR) Nay Excused

RUDERMAN, Russell E. (C) v’
RHOADS, Karl (VC) [
IHARA, Jr., Les v~
RIVIERE, Gil v
FEVELLA, Kurt v

TOTAL ¥ 2
Recommendation:

$ Adopted [] Not Adopted

Chair’s or Designee’s Signature: %A/ /M
Distribution: Original Yellow Goldenrod

File with Committee Report Clerk's Office Dra Agency Committee File Copy

*Only one measure per Record of Votes
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