STAND. COM. REP. NO. ZyH

Honolulu, Hawaii

FEB 05 2020

RE: S.B. No. 2032

Honorable Ronald D. Kouchi
President of the Senate
Thirtieth State Legislature
Regular Session of 2020
State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committee on Housing, to which was referred S.B.
No. 2032 entitled:

"A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO RENTAL DISCRIMINATION,"
begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose and intent of this measure is to prohibit
discrimination, including in advertisements for available rental
units, based on receipt of income from a housing assistance
program or requirements related to participation in housing
assistance programs, in rental transactions and requirements.

Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure
from the Governor's Coordinator on Homelessness, Hawaii Public
Housing Authority, Hawai‘i Civil Rights Commission, Hawai‘i Health
& Harm Reduction Center, and one individual. Your Committee
received testimony in opposition to this measure from the Hawai‘i
Association of Realtors and one individual.

Your Committee finds that many homeless individuals continue
to have trouble locating permanent housing, even when assigned a
housing voucher through programs such as Housing First, State Rent
Supplement Program, Section 8 Housing Choice Voucher Program,
Tenant Based Rental Assistance, or Veterans Affairs Supportive
Housing program. Your Committee notes that the Hawaii Public
Housing Authority testified that in 2019, eighty-six eligible
families had to return their housing vouchers because they were
unable to find a rental unit.
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Your Committee further finds that many landlords are
reluctant to rent to individuals who have a housing voucher.
According to the testimony received by your Committee, many
advertisements for housing specifically state, "No Section 8" or
"No Vouchers".

Your Committee further finds that a recent study conducted by
the United States Department of Housing and Urban Development
revealed that jurisdictions with housing voucher discrimination
protections produced a higher rate of landlord voucher acceptance.
Therefore, this measure prohibits housing discrimination based on
the renter's participation in a housing assistance program.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the. members of your
Committee on Housing that is attached to this report, your
Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of S.B.

No. 2032 and recommends that it pass Second Reading and be
referred to your Committee on Judiciary.

Respectfully submitted on

behalf of the members of the
Committee on Housing,

STANLEY CHﬁ, Chair _J
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The Senate
Thirtieth Legislature
State of Hawai‘i

Record of Votes
Committee on Housing
HOU
Bill / Resolution No.:* Committee Referral: Date:
¢ 2022 | HOU,JDC 9012312020
D The Committee is reconsidering its previous decision on this measure.
If so, then the previous decision was to:
z
The Re mendation is:
Pass, unamended D Pass, with amendments |:| Hold D Recommit
2312 2311 2310 2313
Members Aye - | Aye (WR) Nay Excused
CHANG, Stanley (C) v
KANUHA, Dru Mamo (VC) vV
MORIWAKI, Sharon Y. P
THIELEN, Laura H. v P
FEVELLA, Kurt V4
TOTAL P q I
Recommendation: !
Adopted [ ] Not Adopted
Chair’s or Designee’s Signature%
Distribution: Original Yellow | Pink Goldenrod
File with Committee Report Clerk's Office Drafting Agency Committee File Copy

*Only one measure per Record of Votes
Revised: 01/23/19



