
STAND. COM. REP. No. w'o 
Honolulu, Hawaii 

MAR132020 

RE: H.B. No. 35 
H.D. 1 

Honorable Ronald D. Kouchi 
President of the Senate 
Thirtieth State Legislature 
Regular Session of 2020 
State of Hawaii 

Sir: 

Your Committee on Commerce, Consumer Protection, and Health, 
to which was referred H.B. No. 35, H.D. l, entitled: 

"A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO MENTAL HEALTH," 

begs leave to report as follows: 

The purpose and intent of this measure is to authorize 
expenditures from the Mental Health and Substance Abuse Special 
Fund to be used for capital improvement projects. 

Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure 
from the Governor's Coordinator on Homelessness; Department of 
Health; Hawaii Psychological Association; Hawaii Disability Rights 
Center; Hawaii Substance Abuse Coalition; Kona—Kohala Chamber of 
Commerce; Hawaii Kai Homeless Task Force; Catholic Charities 
Hawai‘i; Hawai‘i Health & Harm Reduction Center; Partners in Care; 
Manini Holdings; Habitat for Humanity Hawaii Island, Inc.; Hawaii 
Island HIV/AIDS Foundation; Kohala Coast Resort Association; The 
Queen's Health Systems; Hope Services Hawaii; and seven 
individuals. 

Your Committee finds that subacute residential stabilization 
services, otherwise known as crisis stabilization beds, and 
transitional placement will bridge the gap for individuals in 
crisis for whom acute inpatient hospitalization is unnecessary and 
provide the needed environments where individuals with severe and 
persistent mental illness are able to live semi-independently with 
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access to higher levels of care when they start to decompensate. 
However, Hawaii's treatment resources do not currently include 
crisis stabilization beds or supported transition units. 
Therefore, it is necessary to find ways to identify underutilized 
state facilities and existing resources to expand program 
operations for crisis stabilization beds and transitional 
placement units. 

Your Committee notes that the Department of Health provided 
testimony that highlights that utilizing the Mental Health and 
Substance Abuse Special Fund to support new capital improvement 
projects, including sub—acute stabilization services, and sustain 
existing program operations will enhance the State's current care 
continuum. Additionally, the Department of Health's testimony 
expressed concerns requesting that any additional appropriations 
made through this measure do not supplant budget priorities 
identified by the Governor's executive budget. Your Committee 
also notes its support for the conversion of the old Kona 
courthouse in Kealakekua next to the Kona Community Hospital into 
a treatment facility for drug addiction, mental illness, and 
stabilization services for the homeless population and those in 
need. 

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your 
Committee on Commerce, Consumer Protection, and Health that is 
attached to this report, your Committee is in accord with the 
intent and purpose of H.B. No. 35, H.D. l, and recommends that it 
pass Second Reading and be referred to your Committee on Ways and 
Means. 

Respectfully submitted on 
behalf of the members of the 
Committee on Commerce, Consumer 
Protection, and Health, 

Maw 
ROSALYN H. ‘bAKEfi, Chair 
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The Senate 
Thirtieth Legislature 

State of Hawai‘i 

Record of Votes 
Committee on Commerce, Consumer Protection, and Health 

CPH 

Bill / Resolution No.:* Committee Referral: Date: 

Hg ‘55:, Hm (WK-MM 3/‘0/70 

D The Committee is reconsidering its previous decision on this measure. 

If so, then the previous decision was to: 

The Recommendation is: 

E Pass, unamended D Pass, with amendments D Hold D Recommit 
2312 2311 2310 2313 

Members Aye Aye (WR) Nay Excused 

BAKER, Rosalyn H. (C) \/ 
CHANG, Stanley (VC) d 
NISHIHARA, Clarence K. \/ 
RUDERMAN, Russell E. V 
THIELEN, Laura H. ‘/ 
WAKAI, Glenn x/ 
FEVELLA, Kurt \/ 

T o T A L Q \ 

Recommendation: fl Adopted D Not Adopted 

Chair’s or Designee’s Signature: 

Distribution: Original Yellow 
I 

Pm Goldenrod 
File with Committee Report Clerk's Office Drafting Agency Committee File Copy 

*Only one measure per Record of Votes 
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