
STAND. COM. REP. NO. 152. -20

Honolulu, Hawaii

FEB06
, 2020

RE: H.B. No. 2748
H.D. 1

Honorable Scott K. Saiki
Speaker, House of Representatives
Thirtieth State Legislature
Regular Session of 2020
State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committee on Labor & Public Employment, to which wasreferred H.B. No. 2748 entitled:

“A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO GOVERNMENT,”

begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure is to provide strong penaltiesand competitive benefits to deter the corruption of governmentofficials and employees. Specifically, this measure:

(1) Authorizes the forfeiture of certain employees’
retirement system benefits, pursuant to court order, formembers convicted of an employee-related felony; and

(2) Proposes other efforts to increase penalties when theperpetrator is a government official, to consider
raising wages, and to create a task force to considerefforts to deter corruption (collectively “Other
Proposals”)

Your Committee received testimony in support of this measurefrom Common Cause Hawaii, Americans for Democratic Action Hawaii,and four individuals. Your Committee received comments on thismeasure from the Hawaii State Ethics Commission.
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Your Committee finds that public officers and employees are
responsible for upholding the public’s trust in government and
democracy. Your Committee further finds that the public’s belief
in government and democracy become strained when public officers
and employees participate in misconduct in their employment, while
maintaining the benefits from their employment.

Your Committee recognizes the need to address bribery of
public officers and employees; however, your Committee believes
that such an important issue warrants a more thorough review. In
addition, making any violation of the Ethics Code, regardless of
the severity of the violation a class A felony may result in a
harsh penalty for a minor or otherwise inadvertent violation. As
such, your Committee believes it is appropriate to narrow the
focus of this measure to the forfeiture of retirement benefits.

Your Committee has amended this measure by:

(1) Deleting the Other Proposals and only retaining the
provisions related to forfeiting employees’ retirement
system benefits;

(2) Changing the effective date to January 1, 2050, to
encourage further discussion; and

(3) Making technical, nonsubstantive amendments for the
purposes of clarity, consistency, and style.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Labor & Public Employment that is attached to this
report, your Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of
H.B. No. 2748, as amended herein, and recommends that it pass
Second Reading in the form attached hereto as H.B. No. 2748, H.D.
1, and be referred to your Committee on Judiciary.
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Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Labor & Public
Employment,

i r



State of Hawaii cZ/fZ.. (..
—j

House of Representatives
The THIRTIETH Legislature

Record of Votes of the Committee on Labor & Public Employment

TOTAL (8)

The recommendation is: .4dopted Li Not Adopted

If joint referral, did not support recommendation.
committee acronym(s)

Vice Chair’s or designee’s signature:

Distribution: Original (White) -. Committee Duplicate (Yellow) — Chief Clerks Office Duplicate (Pink) — HMSO

BioluonNo.3 cmnnRe ,ri1’ Date:

-4-2 c
J The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: J Pass, unamended (as is) with amendments (HD) J Hold
J Pass short form bill with HD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

LAB Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

1. JOHANSON, Aaron Ling (C)

2. ELI, Stacelynn K.M. (VC) —
3.__ICHIYAMA, Linda

—------ ---

4. KITAGAWA, Lisa

—----

5. McKELVEY, Angus L.K.

-

6. QUINLAN, Sean

7. YAMASHITA, Kyle T.

- -

8. MATSUMOTO, Lauren


