STAND. COM. REP. NO.G "—20

Honolulu, Hawaii

, 2020
FEB 14
RE: H.B. No. 2715
H.D. 1

Honorable Scott K. Saiki

Speaker, House of Representatives
Thirtieth State Legislature
Regular Session of 2020

State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committee on Lower & Higher Education, to which was
referred H.B. No. 2715, H.D. 1, entitled:

"A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO RESEARCH AND TECHNOLOGY
GRANTS, "

begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure is to establish and appropriate
funds for the Research and Technology Grant Program to be
administered by the Hawaii Technology Development Corporation.

Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure
from Makai Ocean Engineering, Inc.; and Chamber of Commerce
Hawaii. Your Committee received comments on this measure from the
Department of Education and Hawaii Technology Development
Corporation.

Your Committee recognizes the importance of fostering
science, technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM) education
in the public education system from grade school through the
university level and beyond. However, each year many residents
leave the State for STEM careers across the United States and
other countries. Your Committee finds that educational efforts
must be matched with initiatives to foster jobs in research and
technology, as research and technology are the core of innovation
and the critical first step in a product development cycle.
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Your Committee further finds that innovation is essential for
creating new jobs in the high technology sector; keeping Hawaii
competitive globally; creating new and better STEM jobs for
Hawaii's residents; and creating a resilient economy. This
measure will support research and development by providing grants
to qualified research and technology companies in the State for
eligible projects that will foster STEM education and involve
participation from the Hawaii's students.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Lower & Higher Education that is attached to this
report, your Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of
H.B. No. 2715, H.D. 1, and recommends that it be referred to your
Committee on Finance.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Lower & Higher
Education,

T N H.JWOODSON ‘?ﬁm{

HB2715 HD1 HSCR LHE HMS 2020-1131

RGO



State of Hawaii
House of Representatives _) .
The THIRTIETH Legislature l s C’R 57—6 2'0

Record of Votes of the Committee on Lower & Higher Education

Bill/Resolution No.: Committee Referral: Date:
© 271\9 HD\ tOp, KE, FIN 0t/ 12 [10 20

U The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: D/Pass, unamended (as is) Q0 Pass, with amendments (HD) 0 Hold
QO Pass short form bill with HD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

LHE Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

7

1. WOODSON, Justin H. (C) v

S jomvsoNAmune 1
o xomvsmbwer L

7. MORIKAWA, De u———

11. OKIMOTO, Val

TOTAL (11) | Ll o 6 @

The recommendation is: D/Adopted O Not Adopted

If joint referral, did not support recommendation.
committee acronym(s)

Vice Chair's or designee's signature: ék_,

Distribution: Original (White) — Committee Duplicate (Yellow) — Chief Clerk’s Office Duplicate (Pink) - HMSO




