
STAND. COM. REP. NO. 4~~20

Honolulu, Hawaii
2020

FEB 1 4
RE: H.B. No. 2181

H.D. 1

Honorable Scott K. Saiki
Speaker, House of Representatives
Thirtieth State Legislature
Regular Session of 2020
State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committee on Agriculture, to which was referred H.B. No.
2181 entitled:

“A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO AGRICULTURE,”

begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure is to appropriate funds to the
Department of Agriculture for a pilot program to identify and
purchase foreign agricultural technology, including small
equipment tractors and retrofit engines, that will benefit the
State’s farmers and ranchers and comply with the Environmental
Protection Agency’s (EPA) emission standards.

Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure
from the Land Use Research Foundation of Hawaii, Maui County Farm
Bureau, Hawaii Cattlemen’s Council, Ulupono Initiative, and twenty
individuals. Your Committee received testimony in opposition to
this measure from one individual. Your Committee received
comments on this measure from the Department of Agriculture,
University of Hawaii System, and Hawaii Farm Bureau.

Your Committee finds that, as the demand for unskilled labor
increases, farmers and ranchers are searching for ways to use
technology to better operate their farms. These farmers and
ranchers could greatly benefit from foreign technology such as
small equipment tractors from Japan. However, they are unable to
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import that equipment because it does not comply with EPA’s
emission standards. Your Committee further finds that as the
State’s local food issues become increasingly complex and
challenging, it is important to explore resources and policies
that support local food production. The pilot program proposed by
this measure will help identify desired small equipment, evaluate
its applicability for Hawaii’s diverse agriculture systems, and
enable Hawaii farmers to import foreign equipment that complies
with EPA standards.

Your Committee has amended this measure by:

(1) Changing its effective date to July 1, 2150, to
encourage further discussion; and

(2) Making technical, nonsubstantive amendments for the
purposes of clarity, consistency, and style.

Should your Committee on Finance choose to deliberate on this
measure, your Committee on Agriculture respectfully recommends
that the amount of $500,000 be appropriated to fund the Foreign
Agriculture Small Equipment Pilot Program.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Agriculture that is attached to this report, your
Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of H.B. No.
2181, as amended herein, and recommends that it pass Second
Reading in the form attached hereto as H.B. No. 2181, H.D. 1, and
be referred to your Committee on Finance.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Agriculture,

RICHARD P. CREAGAN, Chair
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State of Hawaii
House of Representatives

The THIRTIETH Legislature K ~$c.i’~ LfIIJ 1 ‘

Record of Votes of the Committee on Agriculture

BillfResolu ion No.: Committee Referral: Date:

~~4ii~’I
U The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: U Pass, unamended (as is) ~6ass, with amendments (HD) U Hold

U Pass short form bill with HD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

AGR Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

1. CREAGAN, Richard P. (C)

2. DeCOITE, Lynn (VC)

3. CABANILLA ARAKAWA, Rida

4. CACHOLA, Romy M.

5. HOLT, Daniel

6. ONISHI, Richard H.K.

7. PERRUSO, Amy A.

8. THIELEN, Cynthia

TOTAL(8) 42 6 O 2-
The recommendation is: Adopted U Not Adopted

If joint referral, did not support recommendation.
committee acronym(s)

Vice Chair’s or designee’s signatur 4QL2)t~
Distribution: Original (White) — Commi e Duplicate (Yellow) — Chief Clerk’s Office Duplicate (Pink) — HMSO


