
STAND. COM. REP. NO.d~.~SI-20

Honolulu, Hawaii

FEB11 ,2020

RE: H.B. No. 2177
H.D. 1

Honorable Scott K. Saiki
Speaker, House of Representatives
Thirtieth State Legislature
Regular Session of 2020
State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committee on Judiciary, to which was referred H.B. No.
2177 entitled:

“A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO CHILDHOOD SEXUAL ABUSE,”

begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure is to:

(1) Amend the statutory limitations on the time period in
which a survivor of childhood sexual abuse may file a
civil action to within forty years of the eighteenth
birthday of the minor;

(2) Bar punitive damages for these civil actions; and

(3) Permit the court to order restorative justice measures,
if appropriate.

Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure
from the Hawaii State Commission on the Status of Women, LGBT
Caucus of the Democratic Party of Hawaii, IMUAlliance, Sex Abuse
Treatment Center, Law Office of Mark Gallagher, and six
individuals. Your Committee received testimony in opposition to
this measure from Rainbow Family 808. Your Committee received
comments on this measure from the Department of the Attorney
General.
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Your Committee finds that survivors of childhood sexual abuse
often do not divulge the truth of their abuse until adulthood.
The average delay is twenty years, while some survivors delay
disclosure for fifty years. This measure will provide childhood
sexual abuse survivors additional time to file a civil action
related to that abuse.

Your Committee has amended this measure by:

(1) Extending the statute of limitations to file a civil
action to within fifty years of the eighteenth birthday
of the minor;

(2) Allowing punitive damages up to two times the amount of
compensatory damages;

(3) Changing the effective date to July 1, 2050, to
encourage further discussion; and

(4) Making technical, nonsubstantive amendments for the
purposes of clarity, consistency, and style.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Judiciary that is attached to this report, your
Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of H.B. No.
2177, as amended herein, and recommends that it pass Second
Reading in the form attached hereto as H.B. No. 2177, H.D. 1, and
be referred to your Committee on Finance.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Judiciary,

CHRIS LEE, Chair
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State of Hawaii

House of Representatives ~?~5~?o
The THIRTIETH Legislature

Record of Votes of the Committee on Judiciary

Bi esolution No.: Committee Referral: Date:~~ :77 J ~p ~7~I
D The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: D Pass, unamended (as is) , with amendments (HD) U Hold

U Pass short form bill with HD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

JUD Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

1. LEE, Chris (C)

2. SAN BUENAVENTURA, Joy A. (VC)

3. BROWER, Tom

4. CREAGAN, Richard P.

5. LOWEN, Nicole E.

6. McKELVEY, Angus L.K.

7. NAKASHIMA, Mark M.

8. PERRUSO, Amy A.

9. SAY, Calvin K.Y.

10. TAKAYAMA, Gregg

11. YAMANE, Ryan I.

12. THIELEN, Cynthia

TOTAL (12) /C)
The recommendation is: ~~dopted U Not Adopted

7 Ifjoint referral, did not support recommendation.
committee acronym(s)

Vice Chair’s or designe s~

Distribution: Original (White) — Committee ~(Yellow) — hief Clerks Office Duplicate (Pink) — HMSO


