
STAND. COM. REP. NO. -20

Honolulu, Hawaii

FEB07 , 2020

RE: H.B. No. 2048
H.D. 1

Honorable Scott K. Saiki
Speaker, House of Representatives
Thirtieth State Legislature
Regular Session of 2020
State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committee on Lower & Higher Education, to which was
referred H.B. No. 2048 entitled:

“A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO BULLYING,”

begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure is to appropriate funds to train
selected public middle school teachers on bullying intervention
and have those selected public middle school teachers provide
training on bullying intervention to other public school employees
in their respective schools.

Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure
from the Hawaii Youth Services Network, American Association of
University Women of Hawaii, Hawaii Women’s Coalition, LGBT Caucus
of the Democratic Party of Hawaii, Hawaii Children’s Action
Network Speaks!, and four individuals. Your Committee received
comments on this measure from the Department of Education and
State Public Charter School Commission.

Your Committee finds that, according to the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention and the 2017 Youth Risk Behavior
Survey, more than twenty-two percent of middle school students in
Hawaii were victims of cyber-bullying and forty percent were
bullied on school property during the twelve-month period
addressed by the survey. Additionally, more than twenty-three
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percent seriously considered suicide and more than twelve percent
attempted suicide one or more times during the twelve-month period
addressed by the survey. This measure is intended to reduce
bullying in public schools by providing funding for certain public
middle school teachers to attend an evidence-informed or evidence-
based and culturally relevant bullying intervention training
session and pass on that training to other public school employees
in their respective schools.

Your Committee has amended this measure by:

(1) Changing the amount appropriated to an unspecified
amount; and

(2) Changing its effective date to July 1, 2050.

Should your Committee on Finance decide to hear this measure,
your Committee respectfully requests that it appropriate $20,000
for eight bullying intervention training sessions to be attended
by selected public middle school teachers and for the selected
public middle school teachers to provide training on bullying
intervention to other public school employees in their respective
schools.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Lower & Higher Education that is attached to this
report, your Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of
H.B. No. 2048, as amended herein, and recommends that it pass
Second Reading in the form attached hereto as H.B. No. 2048, H.D.
1, and be referred to your Committee on Judiciary.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Lower & Higher
Education,
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State of Hawaii

House of Representatives SC..R 22 f’~ 2D
The THIRTiETH Legislature

Record of Votes of the Committee on Lower & Higher Education

Bill/Resolution No.: Committee Referral: Date:
2PL~ U~JLiD, PáI’1

~ The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: D Pass, unamended (as is) ~4ass, with amendments (HD) D Hold
Li Pass short form bill with HD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

LHE Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

1. WOODSON, Justin H. (C)

2. HASHEM, Mark J. (VC)

3. QUINLAN, Sean (VC)

4. DeCOITE, Lynn

5. JOHANSON, Aaron Ling

6. KOBAVASHI, Dale T.

7. MORIKAWA, Dee

8. OHNO, Takashi

9. TARNAS, David A.

10. TOKIOKA, James Kunane

11. OKIMOTO, Val

TOTAL (11)

The recommendation is: Adopted LI Not Adopted

If joint referral, did not support recommendation.
committee acronym(s)

Vice Chair’s or designee’s signature:

Distribution: Original (White) — Committee Duplicate (Yellow) — Chief Clerks Office Duplicate (Pink) — HMSO


