STAND. COM. REP. NO. '443

Honolulu, Hawaii

APRO5 2018
RE: H.B. No. 1116
H.D. 1
S.D. 1

Honorable Ronald D. Kouchi
President of the Senate
Thirtieth State Legislature
Regular Session of 2019
State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committees on Judiciary and Ways and Means, to which was
referred H.B. No. 1116, H.D. 1, entitled:

"A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO THE OFFICE OF HAWAITIAN
AFFATIRS, "

beg leave to report as follows:
The purpose and intent of this measure is to:

(1) Amend ballot requirements to display candidates for the
Board of Trustees of the Office of Hawaiian Affairs by
residency and non-residency requirements; and

(2) Require the names of candidates in each group to be
randomized on individual ballots and on ballots across
precincts.

Your Committees received testimony in support of this measure
from the O‘ahu County Democrats Legislative Priorities Committee
and two individuals. Your Committees received comments on this
measure from the Office of Elections.

Your Committees find that under existing law, names of
candidates for the Board of Trustees of the Office of Hawaiian
Affairs are placed on the ballot in alphabetical order. Your
Committees further find that the ordering of candidate names on a
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ballot has been shown to affect election outcomes because the
first name on the ballot generally has an advantage over names
listed further down the ballot. To mitigate any advantage that
may arise from the order of candidate names on the ballot, this
measure requires that the names of candidates for the Board of
Trustees of the Office of Hawaiian Affairs be randomized on
individual ballots and also randomly rotated between precincts.

Your Committees additionally find that the method of vote
counting currently used by the Office of Elections may not allow
full randomization of candidate names on the ballot. Your
Committees further find that this should not prevent the State
from implementing the randomization of the names of candidates on
ballots to the extent that randomization is feasible.

Accordingly, your Committees have amended this measure by
requiring that if randomization of the names of candidates on
individual ballots and on ballots across precincts is not
feasible, then a feasible method that provides the greatest degree
of randomization shall be used.

As affirmed by the records of votes of the members of your
Committees on Judiciary and Ways and Means that are attached to
this report, your Committees are in accord with the intent and
purpose of H.B. No. 1116, H.D. 1, as amended herein, and recommend
that it pass Third Reading in the form attached hereto as H.B.

No. 1116, H.D. 1, S.D. 1.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committees on Judiciary and
Ways and Means,

TUMIDAR0 7 14l

DONOVAN M. DELA CRUZ, Chalr KARL RHOADS, Chair
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