
SUMMARY 

Although Pono claims to have no background in economic devetopment he was asked to take the 
leadership of OEDB in 2009 when the Board considered the option of closing the doors of the 
company. Today OEDB is recognized as one of the premiere leadership hubs in Hawaii. 

In 2012, Pono successfully led the efforts of Punawai 0 Puuhonua's New Market Tax Credit 
Application and was awarded a $40 Million allocation for Economic Development in Low Income 
Communities for Hawaii. In 2076, his team was awarded another allocation of $55 Million. 

His knowledge and skills have been sought by every sector of Hawaii's economy and he has served 
and continues to serve on various Boards in Hawaii including the Hawaii Public Housing Authority 
where he is the Chairman. 

He considers his exposure to Hawaii leadership philosophies as a child to be the backbone to his 
ideas, actions, and words. Pono is a living kidney donor and was the closing speaker for the Earth 
Day Summit sponsored by EEx in April 2018. He is the Advisor and Coach for the Center for Diverse 
Leadership in Science at UCLA. Pono and Dawn have been married for 32 years and their daughter 
Chantele recently returned to Los Angeles from China where she worked for 5 years. 

SKILLS 

Storyteller 
Keynote Speaker 
Problem Solver 
C u I t u ra I Ad ivsor 

Innovator 
Healer and Peace Maker 

EXPERIENCE 
~~ 

President/Chief Executive Officer 
Oahu Economic Development Board 1 Honolulu, HI I January 2009 I Current 
Strategic Plan 
Leadership 
Budget and Budget Oversight 
HR 
Marketing and Communications 
Manage Board of Directors 
Established Punawai 0 Puuhonua CDE 



Awarded $95 Million of New Market Tax Credits 
6 Monitored trend forecasts, adjusting budgets and operational plans to keep organization agile 

e Promofed company operations by detiverings speeches, writing articles and presenting at 

* Developed lasting, professional relationships with families by encouraging open communication 

and sustain revenue growth. 

industry conferences as public face of organization. 

and delivering positive feedback. 

EDUCATION AND TRAINING 

High School Diploma 
Kamehameha Schools 


