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Comments:  

To the Honorable Donovan M. Dela Cruz, Chair; the Honorable Gilbert S.C. Keith-
Agaran, Vice-Chair and the Members of the Committee on Ways and Means:             

              Good morning, my name is Melodie Aduja.  I serve as Chair of the Oahu 
County Committee ("OCC") on Legislative Priorities of the Democratic Party of 
Hawaii.  Thank you for the opportunity to provide written testimony on SR19 relating 
to Wastewater Management; Study; and Infrastructure. 

               The OCC Legislative Priorities Committee is in favor of SR19  and supports its 
passage.                 

               SR19 is in alignment with the Platform of the Democratic Party of Hawai’i 
(“DPH”), 2016, as it urges the County of Hawai'i to prioritize infrastructure improvements 
to wastewater management through a comprehensive study for economic development, 
infrastructure, sustainability, education, and public policy.   

               Specifically, the Platform of the DPH provides that "The Democratic Party of 
Hawai‘i believes that the preservation and restoration of our natural environment are 
essential. We support a sustainable society that utilizes the earth in such a way that 
future generations will benefit from the practices of our generation. We support the 
restoration, preservation, and protection of our native ecosystems on each island. We 
believe in integrated approaches, practices, and support public policies that create and 
maintain a sustainable way of life in Hawai‘i.             

          We believe in supporting best management practices in sustaining our 
environment and in increased citizen involvement. We support programs that encourage 
sustainable clean, efficient, creative and environmentally friendly modes of 
transportation, recycling, and waste reduction.             

           The conservation, preservation, and restoration of Hawaii’s natural resources are 
connected to the health and welfare of our people; therefore, we support the 



conservation and protection of our natural environment, which includes reducing our 
carbon footprint for the benefit of current and future generations.             

           We support the protection of our 'aina against destruction by corporate, 
government, or military usage and expect full restoration and reparation of 
environmental damage. To handle current and future demands for water, we must 
assess the current condition of our aquifers and take appropriate actions to secure our 
freshwater resources.             

             We support the democratic participation of citizens and residents to protect (I) 
valuable coastal ecosystems and reefs from misuse and (ii) beaches for public use and 
recreation. The Hawai‘i Coastal Zone Management (CZM) law, HRS Chapter 205A, 
currently provides for public participation in the management of coastal 
resources.             

            We believe in the vigorous enforcement of our environmental laws and 
increased public-private stewardships and citizen involvement in protecting our 
resources.             

           We know that climate change is a real threat to our islands and the world. We 
strongly urge our candidates and elected officials to take immediate action to mitigate 
and adapt to the consequences of climate change. This includes funding adaptation 
measures including coastal retreat, effective participation of indigenous peoples in 
climate change governance, and recognition that indigenous, local, and traditional 
ecological knowledge is key in climate change adaptation solutions. " (Platform of the 
DPH, P. 7, Lines 407-439 (2016)). 
            Given that SR19  urges the County of Hawai'i to prioritize infrastructure 
improvements to wastewater management through a comprehensive study for 
economic development, infrastructure, sustainability, education, and public policy, it is 
the position of the OCC Legislative Priorities Committee to support this 
measure.              

            Thank you very much for your kind consideration.             

             Sincerely yours, 
             /s/ Melodie Aduja             

             Melodie Aduja, Chair, OCC Legislative Priorities Committee             

             Email: legislativepriorities@gmail.com, Tel.: (808) 258-8889 
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