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April 2, 2018

To: Senator Donovan Dela Cruz, Chair
And members of the Committee on Ways and Means

TESTIMONY IN OPPOSITION TO SCR64SD 1/SR34SD 1
REQUESTING FEDERAL FUNDING TO PROVIDE SCHOOL
RESOURCE OFFICERS IN EVERY SCHOOL IN HAWAII

Hawaii Youth Services Network (HYSN), a statewide coalition of youth-
serving organizations, opposes SCR 64 SD 1/SR 34 SD 1.

HYSN is concerned that an increasing police presence at schools will
“criminalize” student behavior by moving problematic students to the
juvenile justice system rather than disciplining them at school. Throughout
the country arrest rates for students are higher in schools with school
resource officers.

Hawaii has the lowest rate of gun violence in the United States. Our gun
laws and our aloha spirit combine to prevent the kind of tragedies that have
taken place in Florida and other states.

Having armed resource officers in our public schools is neither necessary or
desirable.

Thank you for this opportunity to testify.
Sincerely,

W/W

Judith F. Clark, MPH
Executive Director
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