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Chair Nishihara, Vice Chair Wakai, and Members of the Committee:  
 
Aloha – I am Moses Kaoiwi, Interim Administrator of HI-EMA and offer the following testimony in 

support of SCR 40.   

 

SCR 40 proposes the establishment of an emergency management agency review task force by 

the State of Hawaii Department of Defense for the purposes of: (1) reviewing the Hawaii 

Emergency Management Agency’s (HI-EMA) operations with respect to notifying the public of 

imminent ballistic missile attacks; (2) considering whether HI-EMA should be the entity that 

notifies the public of imminent ballistic missile attacks; and (3) evaluating whether HI-EMA is 

capable of notifying the public of imminent ballistic missile attacks in light of the January 29. 

2018 internal investigative memorandum and its findings on the agency’s preparedness, 

protocol procedures, personnel training protocols, leadership matrix, communication system 

procedures and lines of communication with the U. S. Pacific Command.   

  

As you know, there is an ongoing debate over who should notify the public of an imminent 

ballistic missile attack.  The current options are Federal agencies, such as the Department of 

Homeland Defense and the Department of Defense, or the state emergency management 

agencies.  A review and report, as proposed by SCR 40, by an independent task force 

comprised of emergency managers, military, business, and the whole of community, would help 

to determine how we notify the public of such an attack.  I would recommend the addition of a 

representative of the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) to the list of proposed 

participants.    

 

Thank you for the opportunity to submit this testimony IN SUPPORT of SCR 40.   

 

  

Moses Kaoiwi; moses.kaoiwi.mil@mail.mil; 808-733-4300 
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March 5, 2018 

Senator Clarence K. Nishihara, Chair 

COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC SAFETY, INTERGOVERNMENTAL, AND MILITARY AFFAIRS 

RE: SCR 40 REQUESTING THE STATE OF HAWAII DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE TO CONVENE AN 

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AGENCY REVIEW TASK FORCE 

Senator Nishihara and members of the committee – 

This testimony is in regards to SCR 40, formation of a Hawaii Disaster Preparedness Task Force. I would 

like to bring to the committee's attention that the FCC mandated under 47 CFR 11.21(a) that the State 

Emergency Communications Committee (SECC) is responsible for formulating and overseeing the 

implementation of the state Emergency Alert System (EAS) plan for Hawaii. Upon approval by the FCC, 

this plan is the guiding document on how the EAS is used by state and county emergency management 

and the broadcast industry in times of disaster notification. 

Under 47 CFR 11.21(a), the SECC is solely responsible for the content of this plan, and once 

implemented, all users (state/local authorities and broadcasters) must follow the policies, procedures 

and guidelines within it. This includes activation of the EAS system and disaster communication to the 

public through EAS and other means to the broadcasters and then to the public. 

The committee works with telecommunications companies and all broadcasters (radio, TV and cable) to 

designate the various codes (categories) for emergency messages from national and local authorizes 

such as the National Weather Service, Police (Amber Alerts), state and county emergency management 

agencies as well as others. 

The committee also determines the procedures and policies for activating the EAS for local emergencies 

and sets an agreement between all parties how information will be passed to the public in times of 

emergency. As you are aware, FEMA and the FCC designed the EAS system to allow the president to 

address the nation in time of emergency. For this reason, the EAS system is required for all broadcast 

outlets.  

Both FEMA and the FCC allow the EAS to be utilized for local emergencies by state and county officials 

under the plan written and overseen by the SECC. The committee is also charged with ensuring EAS use 

by local authorities conforms to the FCC's EAS rules and regulations. 

We work closely with the state and local emergency management agencies, law enforcement and the 

broadcasters individually and through the Hawaii Broadcaster's Association. 

It is important that the SECC be represented on the Hawaii Disaster Preparedness Task Force. The 

committee's expertise in emergency communications and needs of both sides in informing the public of 

an emergency and the action people must take to protect themselves and their families would be a vital 

resource for the committee. Importantly, recommendations made by the task force may not be  
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considered for inclusion in the EAS plan if the SECC is not aware because of non-representation on the 

committee.  

One of the more serious problems that resulted from the January 13th false missile attack warning was 

the lack of information from HI-EMA to broadcasters and the general public. That left both the public 

and the broadcasters confused as to the validity of the warning as well as any usable information as to 

what they were supposed to do. This only compounded the public's reaction to the event. That also 

contributed to a serious loss of confidence in HI-EMA by the broadcasters and news organizations. This 

is an issue we are still dealing with. Although much as been restored we still have more work to do and 

being represented on the task force will be another step in this direction.  

The SECC is now revising the plan to reflect changes to deal with short fuse emergencies such as local 

tsunami, earthquake and missile attack warnings. These changes will affect state and county procedures 

and policies in how they use the EAS and communicate to the public going forward. This could affect 

decisions by the task force and I believe it best that the SECC be represented so all may work together. 

Sincerely, 

 

Courtney Harrington 

Hawaii State SECC Chair  

(808) 551-3649 

charrington@lava.net 

www.HawaiiSECC.com 

cc: George Burnett, HI-EMA 
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Comments:  

                                            PRESENTATION OF THE  
                 OAHU COUNTY COMMITTEE ON LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES 
                                     DEMOCRATIC PARTY OF HAWAII 
   TO THE COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC SAFETY, INTERGOVERNMENTAL AND 
MILITARY                                                                        AFFAIRS 
                                                       THE SENATE 
                                        TWENTY-NINTH LEGISLATURE 
                                           REGULAR SESSION OF 2018 
                                              Thursday, March 8, 2018 
                                                           1:30 P.m. 
                                Hawaii State Capitol, Conference Room 229 

                                       RE:  Testimony in Support of SCR40  
To the HonorableClarence K. Nishihara, Chair; the Honorable Glenn Wakai, Vice-Chair 
and the Members of the Committee on Public Safety, Intergovernmental and Military 
Affairs: 
            Good afternoon, my name is Melodie Aduja.  I serve as Chair of the Oahu 
County Committee ("OCC") Legislative Priorities Committee of the Democratic Party of 
Hawaii.  Thank you for the opportunity to provide written testimony on SCR40 to 
REQUEST THE STATE OF HAWAII DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE TO CONVENE AN 
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AGENCY REVIEW TASK FORCE. 
            The OCC Legislative Priorities Committee is in favor of SCR40 and supports its 
passage.    
             SCR40 is in alignment with the Platform of the Democratic Party of Hawai’i 
(“DPH”), 2016, as it requests the State of Hawaii Department of Defense to convene an 
emergency management agency review task force for the purposes of: (1) Reviewing 
the Hawaii emergency management agency's operations with respect to notifying the 
public of imminent ballistic missile attacks; 
(2) Considering whether the Hawaii emergency management agency should be the 
entity that notifies the public of imminent ballistic missile attacks; and (3) Evaluating 
whether the Hawaii emergency management agency is capable of notifying the public of 
imminent ballistic missile attacks in light of the January 29, 2018, internal investigative 



memorandum and its findings on the agency's preparedness, protocol procedures, 
personnel, training protocols, leadership matrix, communication system procedures, and 
lines of communication with the United States Pacific Command. 

           Specifically, the Platform of the Democratic Party of Hawai'i provides that "[w]e 
believe in a government that will adequately, efficiently, courteously, openly, ethically 
and fairly administer to the needs of the people." (Platform of the DPH, P. 5, Lines 245-
246 (2016)). 

            Given that SCR40 requests the State of Hawaii Department of Defense to 
convene an emergency management agency review task force, it is the position of the 
OCC Legislative Priorities Committee to support this measure.  
            Thank you very much for your kind consideration. 
            Sincerely yours, 
            /s/ Melodie Aduja 
            Melodie Aduja, Chair, OCC Legislative Priorities Committee 
            Email: legislativepriorities@gmail.com, Tel.: (808) 258-8889 
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