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In consideration of
SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION 171/SENATE RESOLUTION 100
REQUESTING THE HAWAII TOURISM AUTHORITY TO ESTABLISH A
CAMPAIGN TO EDUCATE VISITORS TO THE STATE ABOUT THE HARMFUL
EFFECTS OF OXYBENZONE SUNSCREEN ON CORAL REEFS AND TO
ENCOURAGE VISITORS TO THE STATE TO REFRAIN FROM USING
OXYBENZONE SUNSCREENS

Senate Concurrent Resolution 171/Senate Resolution 100 requests the Hawaii Tourism Authority
(HTA) to establish a campaign to educate visitors to the state about the harmful effects of
oxybenzone sunscreen on coral reefs and to encourage visitors to the state to refrain from using
oxybenzone sunscreens. The Department of Land and Natural Resources (Department)
supports these measures.

The Department conducts outreach efforts to help the public understand the issues regarding
using oxybenzone and similar chemicals in the ocean so they can be better informed and make
better choices regarding sun protection. These efforts include information on the Department’s
Division of Aquatic Resources website, focused one-on-one outreach and distribution of
oxybenzone-free sunscreen samples at public events, outreach at the ‘Ahihi-Kina‘u Natural Area
Reserve, news releases, videos, interaction with partner organizations, and meetings with boat
tour operators and vendors who sell sunscreen to spread the word. A campaign by HTA to
educate visitors about oxybenzone use would greatly expand the reach of this message.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on these measures.
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1 Fiscal Implications: No funding is provided to implement this measure and the Department

N

defers to the Governor’s Supplemental Budget Request for appropriation priorities.

Department Testimony: The Department supports the intent of these resolutions and defers to
the Hawaii Tourism Authority to determine the resource needs and feasibility of establishing a
public education campaign to inform visitors about actions they can take to protect Hawaii’s
coral reefs, while enjoying our beaches and staying safe from the sun’s harmful rays.

The Department encourages public education efforts that offer simple, voluntary measures like

applying water resistant, oxybenzone-free suncreens, mineral sunblocks and/or wearing
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protective clothing while at the beach to protect both our precious coral reefs and our health.
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11 Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this measure.
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