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Measure Title: RELATING TO ATHLETE AGENTS.  

Report Title:  
Athlete Agents; Revised Uniform Athlete Agents Act; Student 
Athlete; Regulation  

Description:  

Expands the definition of "athlete agent" (who shall register with the 
director of commerce and consumer affairs) to include individuals 
who, for compensation or the anticipation of compensation, serve a 
student athlete as a financial advisor or business manager. Requires 
reciprocity for athlete agents who are registered in more than one 
state. Strengthens requirements for athlete agent contracts. 
Strengthens requirements under which athlete agents shall notify 
educational institution at which student athlete is enrolled.  

Companion:  HB708  

Package: None  

Current Referral:  CPH/JDL, WAM  

Introducer(s): KEITH-AGARAN, K. RHOADS, Kim, Wakai  

 

http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=HB&billnumber=708&year=
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TESTIMONY ON SENATE BILL NO. 430, RELATING TO ATHLETE AGENTS. 

 

TO THE HONORABLE ROSALYN H. BAKER, CHAIR, 
TO THE HONORABLE GILBERT S.C. KEITH-AGARAN, CHAIR, 

 AND MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEES: 
 

My name is Celia Suzuki, Licensing Administrator of the Professional and 

Vocational Licensing Division (“PVLD”), testifying on behalf of the Department of 

Commerce and Consumer Affairs ("DCCA").  This measure repeals Hawaii Revised 

Statutes chapter 481E and adds a new chapter to be known as the “Revised Uniform 

Athlete Agents Act (2015)”.  It also expands the definition of “athlete agent” to include 

individuals who, under certain circumstances, serve as financial advisors or business 
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managers to student athletes; requires reciprocity for athlete agents; strengthens 

requirements for athlete agent contracts; and strengthens notification requirements. 

DCCA offers comments and requests that amendments be made to this bill. 

On page 9, lines 13 to 14, we ask for the following amendment:  “dealer in 

securities, financial planner, insurance [agent] producer, real estate broker or [sales 

agent] salesperson, tax consultant, accountant, or...”  This is because “insurance 

producer” and “real estate salesperson” are terms that are consistently used by their 

respective licensing industries. 

 On page 11, lines 17-20, we ask for the following amendment:  “(a)  [The director 

is authorized to implement the regulation of athlete agents as provided in this chapter.  

The director may adopt rules pursuant to chapter 91 to implement this chapter.]  In 

addition to any other powers and duties authorized by law, the director shall have the 

powers and duties to: 

(1) Grant, deny, renew, refuse to renew, restore, terminate, reinstate, condition, 

restrict, suspend, or revoke a registration issued pursuant to this chapter;  

(2) Adopt, amend, or repeal rules pursuant to chapter 91 as the director finds  

necessary to carry out this chapter;  

(3)  Administer, coordinate, and enforce this chapter; 

(4)  Discipline a registered athlete agent on grounds specified by this chapter or 
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chapter 436B or for any violation of rules adopted by the director pursuant to this 

chapter; and 

     (5)  Refuse to register a person for failure to meet the registration requirements in  

this chapter or for any reason specified by this chapter as grounds to discipline  

an athlete agent.” 

The foregoing is standard language that is reflected in other licensing laws in 

DCCA.  As a result, the amendment would bring this new chapter in line with those 

laws. 

On page 19, lines 4-7, we ask for the following amendment:  “(b)  Instead of 

proceeding under subsection (a), an individual registered as an athlete agent in another 

state that has adopted the Revised Uniform Athlete Agents Act may apply for 

registration as an athlete agent in this State by submitting to the director:” 

The foregoing language would ensure that the DCCA would reciprocally register 

athlete agents who are registered in other states.  As a result, the amendment would 

make the process a true reciprocal registration. 

 On page 23, line 16, we ask for the following amendment:  “(f)  A certificate of 

registration or renewal of registration under this chapter shall be valid for two years [.] 

and shall be renewed by June 30 of every even-numbered year upon the payment of a 

renewal fee within sixty days before the expiration of the registration.  Registrations that 

have been forfeited may be restored within one year of the forfeiture date upon payment 

of renewal and restoration fees.  Failure to restore a forfeited registration within one 
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year shall result in the automatic termination of the registration.  A person whose 

registration has been terminated pursuant to this section shall be required to reapply for 

a new registration as a new applicant.” 

Again, the foregoing is standard language that is reflected in other licensing laws 

in DCCA and the amendment would bring this new chapter in line with those laws, with 

the exception of the June 30 biennial renewal date.  Various Boards, Commissions and 

Programs have different renewal dates. 

Finally, we note that the effective date of the bill is July 1, 2017.  Pursuant to Act 

248 (SLH 2007), we began implementing the Uniform Athlete Agents Program effective 

July 1, 2008.  As of January 24, 2017, there were six (6) athlete agents registered with 

DCCA.  As these six (6) last renewed in June 2016, their registrations are valid through 

June 30, 2018.  However, if this bill passes with a July 1, 2017 effective date and 

without our suggested renewal date, it appears that these six (6) would need to apply 

under the new law as there are no provisions in this bill that addresses current 

registrants.  In order to accommodate our registrants, DCCA would like to request that 

the effective date of the bill be changed to July 1, 2018.   

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony on Senate Bill No. 430. 
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TESTIMONY ON SENATE BILL NO. 430 

RELATING TO ATHLETE AGENTS 

 

TO THE HONORABLE ROSALYN H. BAKER, CHAIR, 

TO THE HONORABLE GILBERT S.C. KEITH-AGARAN, CHAIR, 

   AND TO THE HONORABLE CLARENCE K. NISHIHARA, VICE CHAIR, 

   AND TO THE HONORABLE KARL RHOADS, VICE CHAIR, 

   AND MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEES: 

 

The Department of Commerce and Consumer Affairs ("Department") 

appreciates the opportunity to testify on Senate Bill No. 430, Relating to Athlete 

Agents.  My name is Daria Loy-Goto and I am the Complaints and Enforcement 

Officer for the Department's Regulated Industries Complaints Office ("RICO").  
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RICO offers enforcement-related comments on the bill, with three requested 

amendments. 

Senate Bill No. 430 repeals chapter 481E, Hawaii Revised Statutes ("HRS"), 

the Uniform Athlete Agents Act, and creates a new chapter for a revised Act.  The 

measure expands the definition of "athlete agent" to include individuals who serve 

a student athlete as a business agent or financial advisor for compensation or in 

anticipation of compensation.  Senate Bill No. 430 also requires reciprocity for 

athlete agents registered in another state and increases civil penalties from not 

more than $25,000 to not more than $50,000 for a violation of the chapter. 

RICO supports sections  -7 and  -14 that specify the conduct by an athlete 

agent that would give rise to a violation of the new chapter.  RICO also supports 

the increase in civil penalties.  However, RICO respectfully requests that the 

Committees consider the following amendments to this measure: 

1) Add the following standard procedural language in a new subsection to 

section  -7 on page 24, at line 9: 

(c)  The director may deny, suspend, revoke, or refuse to renew a 

certificate of registration after proper notice and an opportunity for a 

hearing pursuant to chapter 91. 

 

2) Delete the last sentence in section  -15 on page 33, lines 15-18, because 

the sentence is inappropriate in a criminal penalty section and would 

preclude RICO from entering into settlement agreements with 

respondents who opt not to have hearing. 

These amendments are consistent with language used in other professional 

and vocational licensing chapters. 
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3) Amend subsection (c) on page 34, lines 20-21 as follows: 

(c)  A violation of this chapter by the athlete agent shall be an unfair or  

deceptive act or practice for purposes of section 480-2. 

The amendment will ensure that an action pursuant to section 480-2, HRS, would 

apply to the registered athlete agent. 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on Senate Bill No. 430.  I will be  

happy to answer any questions the Committees may have. 



 
Testimony Presented Before the  

Senate Committee on Commerce, Consumer Protection, and Health 
Senate Committee on Judiciary and Labor 

Friday, February 3, 2017 at 9:30 a.m. 
by 

David A. K. Matlin, Athletic Director 
University of Hawai‘i at Mānoa 

and 
Patrick Guillen, Athletic Director 

University of Hawai‘i at Hilo 
 
SB 430 – RELATING TO ATHLETE AGENTS 
 
Chairs Baker and Keith-Agaran, Vice Chairs Nishihara and Rhoads, and members of 
the committees: 
  
Thank you for this opportunity to submit this joint testimony of the University of Hawai‘i’s 
athletic departments at Mānoa and at Hilo, in support of SB 430. 
 
The University of Hawai‘i testified in support of the enactment of the Uniform Athlete 
Agents Act (UAAA) when it was being considered by the legislature during the 2007 
session.  As institutions with significant collegiate athletic programs, both the University 
of Hawai‘i at Mānoa Athletic Department and the University of Hawai‘i at Hilo Athletic 
Department are very concerned with the eligibility standing, and the best interests, of 
our student-athletes when approached by or working with athletic agents.  As with the 
UAAA, we believe that the changes to it in the Revised UAAA proposed within SB 430, 
are in the best interest of our student-athletes. 
 
The University of Hawai‘i at Mānoa Athletic Department and the University of Hawai‘i at 
Hilo Athletic Department respectfully request passage of SB 430 and thank you for your 
consideration of this joint testimony. 
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