
























SB-3055 
Submitted on: 2/1/2018 10:58:49 AM 
Testimony for AEN on 2/1/2018 2:30:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

L. Haffner  Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose SB3055. Dolphins should continue to be shared with future generations for a 
better understanding of wildlife conservation.  Without educational experiences such as 

 to 
respect our oceans and the creatures living there.  Sea Life Park and Dolphin Quest 
provide hands-on meaningful encounters to connect with marine life. 

I am not a resident of Hawaii, but the passage of this bill will have a direct influence on 
the groups ability to close zoos across the United States or at least hamper the 
education, breeding, and wellbeing of all animals.  This is not the early 1900's 
anymore.  Animal science is not loger in the dark ages.  We must learn how to live in 
harmony with all creatures and help them to surrvive.  This can only be done by 
education.  Please follow the science and not these radical groups who have little our 
not facts. Do not vote on an emotional response, follow the education and sciece to 
protect the Dolphins and all animals of the world. 

 



SB-3055 
Submitted on: 2/1/2018 11:25:35 AM 
Testimony for AEN on 2/1/2018 2:30:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Lucinda Espinoza Palace Entertainment Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose SB3055! The verbiage in this bill has many hidden agendas. It states to stop 
the transfer of Cetaceans from the wild to captured facilities for the purpose of breeding 
and entertainment. Most transfers in the state of Hawaii are for the purpose of education 
and protection of this wildlife. The institutions on Oahu (i.e, Sea Life Park Hawaii, 
Dolphin Quest Hawaii) are providing a valuable service by educating the public on how 
to conserve our resources and how to safely address our wildlife. The park teaches and 
educates on how to protect endangered Cetaceans and how to keep our coral, 
beaches, and oceans clean and safe for the longevity of our Cetaceans. The public is 
allowed to view and learn up close these precious animals instead of trying to abuse 
them in their natural environment. Please DO NOT PASS this bill. It will only lead to 
more destruction of our natural wildlife environment. 

  

  

 



SB-3055 
Submitted on: 2/1/2018 10:51:47 AM 
Testimony for AEN on 2/1/2018 2:30:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Rita Stacey  Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

Please do not support SB3055. Please take into consideration the following points: 

 
known to cause unnatural aggression and stress, resulting in injury, illness, or 
death to t
data.    
  

 

and watch the dolphins, in some cases for free. We need to continue to ensure 
that marine mammals like dolphins are available to the public to learn about. 
Seeing animals in accredited facilities leads to caring about these animals, 
changing conservation behavior to help protect the animals and their natural 
world that otherwise would be out of site and out of mind.   
  

 Accredited zoological facilities provide a wonderful environment for dolphins, safe 
from the increasing dangers in the ocean. We should be more concerned about 
the welfare of hundreds of thousands of dolphins and whales drowning in 
discarded fishing nets and impacted from overfishing, pollution, marine debris, 
and boat strikes from poorly managed tour operators.  
  

 Educational impact of experiencing dolphins in an accredited marine parks is 
safer for the dolphins and people. This is a much better alternative than dozens 

  
  

 The marine mammal specialists at accredited marine parks are the experts. They 

better than anyone. In my 27 years of directly caring for dolphins in an accredited 
zoo I can attest first hand that cetaceans can and are well cared for and lead 
productive and fullfilling lives.    
  

 There are NO marine mammal facilities solely for research and education that 
house dolphins in Hawaii (this is the exception in the Bill). Dolphin Quest and 
Sea Life Park provide critical support for scientists, research, conservation and 



education within the community. 
  

 Accredited marine mammal facilities need to be able to transport animals in order 
to prevent inbreeding, and to best manage and care for the well-being of the 
animals.   
  

 Transport of cetaceans is already closely regulated by the USDA and the Hawaii 
Department of Agriculture. There is no reason to duplicate or ignore the already 
existing regulatory process!  
  

 If one bans the transport or breeding of dolphins, based on zero scientific data 
suggesting one should, what is next? Horses? Dogs? Cattle? This is an 
emotional plea by misinformed animal extremists.  
  

 To discontinue cetacean transportation and breeding would ultimately phase out 
marine life parks, thus robbing future generations the opportunity to see, 
experience, and learn about dolphins in this unrivaled setting.    
  

 
first-hand that these animals are well cared for by their trainers and veterinarians. 

Sincerely, 

Rita Stacey 

  

 



SB-3055 
Submitted on: 2/1/2018 10:52:39 AM 
Testimony for AEN on 2/1/2018 2:30:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Ryan N/A Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

I would love to oppose this bill in person, but I do not live in Hawaii. I am from 
Connecticut and we are hearing about it all the way on the other side of the country. It's 
baffling to me how offended people are getting in this day and age. Everyone wants to 
be a social justice warrior and stand up for causes that they aren't even well educated 
on. They see one documentary and all of a sudden, believe they can speak on an issue. 
This bill proposes an immient threat to the learnings and education of thousands and 
thousands of people who want to experience first hand the magic of dolphins. These 
animals are well taken care of, they are treated with respect and they are playing an 
important part in the education of not just children, but adults as well. One of my dreams 
is to be able to study animals, espcially doplphins. I would give anything to be able to 
have the opportunity to visit these areas of the United States and learn more about the 
exciting, beautiful creatures that inhabit these lands. Allowing this bill to pass is not only 
detremental to teaching humans, but it also has the potential to destroy thousands of 
dreams, like my own, of people who would give anything to be able to experience 
dolphins up close and personal, and to be able to study them. America is a country that 
has set standards of education and the bar has been set high. We've seen set backs in 
our country throughout history and we've also seen great accomplihsments. Don't let 
this bill set us back. Thank you for your time. 

 



From: Eric Eimstad
To: AEN Testimony
Subject: Vote NO on SB3055
Date: Thursday, February 1, 2018 10:48:12 AM

I oppose SB3055. 

Dolphins should continue to be shared with future generations for a better
 understanding of wildlife conservation.  

Without educational experiences at facilities such as Sea Life Park, the children of
 tomorrow will not learn to respect our oceans and the creatures living there.  Sea Life
 Park and other marine mammal facilities in Hawaii provide hands-on meaningful
 encounters to connect with marine life.

Respectfully,

Eric Eimstad

mailto:eeimstad@aol.com
mailto:AENTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov


SB-3055 
Submitted on: 2/1/2018 11:51:56 AM 
Testimony for AEN on 2/1/2018 2:30:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Jared Meurer N/A Support No 

 
 
Comments:  



From: katie pentz
To: AEN Testimony
Subject: Support for SB 3055 Relating to Cetaceans
Date: Thursday, February 1, 2018 10:08:41 AM

To begin to bring appreciation back in to the natural state of the world and the ocean, we must stop making it so
 accessible to view it without effort or exploration. Captivity tells children and adults alike, that imprisonment of
 intelligent species is acceptable for our own benefit (i.e. monetary gain, research and education.) This is instilling
 into younger generations that our lives are more important that others, and the message is the root cause of much
 suffering in our world. As we hope to move forward and grow, we must not constrain our ideas because of tradition.
 Over many years captivity of wild animals has proven to be fatal and torturous for those involved. Please push to
 put an end to the slavery, and look forward to a future where all beings can enjoy the wild world we share.
Thank you for your consideration and time.

mailto:ktpentz@gmail.com
mailto:AENTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov


SB-3055 
Submitted on: 2/1/2018 11:53:12 AM 
Testimony for AEN on 2/1/2018 2:30:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Kayla Pineda  Support No 

 
 
Comments:  



SB-3055 
Submitted on: 2/1/2018 11:52:10 AM 
Testimony for AEN on 2/1/2018 2:30:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

michael pachico  Support No 

 
 
Comments:  



SB-3055 
Submitted on: 2/1/2018 1:54:56 PM 
Testimony for AEN on 2/1/2018 2:30:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Robert Schmelzer Peacefield Farm Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

I feel like it's slavery.  

 



SB-3055 
Submitted on: 2/1/2018 11:57:30 AM 
Testimony for AEN on 2/1/2018 2:30:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

sara ehnstrom   Support No 

 
 
Comments:  



SB-3055 
Submitted on: 2/1/2018 10:24:13 AM 
Testimony for AEN on 2/1/2018 2:30:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Tracy Mullen  Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

We have far surpassed the time in which it is appropriate to continue keeping cetaceans 
captive. We know how intelligent they are and the strong bonds they can form with each 
other. Yet people continue to transfer and move them into small holding cells they call 
tanks where, in Hawaii, they spend their lives looking out at the sea they should be in. 
We have these animals right off our shorelines for educational purposes. There is no 

hey only 
thing that is teaching young children is that it is ok to keep a highly intelligent animal 
locked up for our own entertainment benefit. If these people claim they have these 
animals for education, why offer to let them pull you around a tank by their dorsal fin? 
That serves no educational purpose to anyone and is a poor excuse to continuing 
making money off the confinement of these highly social and intelligent creatures. It is 
time we stop this cruel act. Many countries and cities are getting on board with it, so 

for the future of cetaceans.  

 



SB-3055 
Submitted on: 2/1/2018 11:53:18 AM 
Testimony for AEN on 2/1/2018 2:30:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Xennah Julian  Support No 

 
 
Comments:  
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