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Louis Erteschik 
Hawaii Disability Rights 

Center 
Support Yes 

 
 
Comments:  

There are numerous national and international studies which demonstrate the severe 
psychological harm that is caused to individuals with mental illness who are placed in 
solitary confinement in prisons.Sadly, a large percentage of the inmates at our penal 
facilities do suffer from a mental illness.For that reason, some guidelines and protocols 
and restrictions on the use of solitary confinement would be an appropriate step to take 
towards ensuring that prisoners are not treated in a way which will needlessly damage 
their well being. 

  

  

  

 



 

Aloha chair nishihara, vice chair wakai, and members of the Committee on Public Safety, 

Intergovernmental, and Military Affairs, 

 

The Young Progressives Demanding Action – Hawaiʻi has reservations about SB 2859, which seeks to 

establish procedures for the use of administrative and disciplinary segregation in correctional 

institutions. 

 

On principle, YPDA Hawaiʻi does not support the policy of disciplinary segregation as a form of 

punishment in prisons. The practice of confinement, segregation and isolation in various forms has 

been proven to be extremely detrimental to the mental health and wellbeing of inmates and adds 

additional and undue punishment to an inmates legally prescribed sentence. The inmate has already 

been stripped of many of his or her civil and human rights, removed from society, family and sense of 

place, and subjected to hardship in confinement. He or she should not be further targeted for 

punishment. 

 

That being said, we understand the practice is already in place, and that strict rules governing when it 

can be implemented is important in preventing abuse. However, we have issues with the way the bill is 

written. We also know of model legislation that already exists, as written by the American Civil 

Liberties Union, who have done their research and due diligence in crafting legislation that will limit 

the practice as much as possible and takes into account the severe nature of the punishment. In other 

words, we feel the potential for abuse is limited as much as is possible through the vehicle the ACLU 

has already provided, and we suggest that the committee use the language presented in the ACLU bill 

to redraft SB 2859. It is our understanding that ACLU Hawaiʻi will be presenting that bill to the 

committee in its own testimony, and we would ask that you accept their recommendations. 

 

Mahalo, 

 

Will Caron 



Social Justice Action Committee Chair 

Young Progressives Demanding Action – Hawaiʻi 
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Comments:  

Chair Nishihara, Vice Chair Wakai and members of the committee 

Although I strongly support SB 2859, I wish to recommend some changes.  This bill 
brings the state into compliance with internatonal standards wth respect to solitary 
confinement in most ways.  However, because DPS has two names for solitary 
confinement, discipliinary segregation and administrative segregation, it leave open the 
possibility that both will be used for the same person in a given month.  As a result, SB 
2859 would allow a person to be held in solitary confinement for 28 out of 30 days! 

I urge that you amend this bill to make clear that the limit on administrative and 
disciplinary segregation combined is 14 days in 30. Otherwise, the state would be in 
the position of legalizing what international standards regard as torture. I do not think we 
want the HRS to support torture! 

Finally, I am concerned that the bill would allow use of solitary confinement for people 
who are mentally ill, although with strong constraints.  Again, I believe this is in 
contravention of internatonal standards.  Having worked in a mental hospital, I 
understand that people with severe mental illness can be difficult to control at times, but 
a few hours of isolation was sufficient to allow the person to calm down. However, in 
general, people with this degree of severity of illness should not be in a jail or prison at 
all, but should be transferred promptly to a mental hospital where they can be cared for 
appropriately and treated humanely. 

I urge you to pass SB2859 with the amendments above. 
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