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Chair Dela Cruz, Vice Chair Keith-Agaran and members of the Committee.

The Department of Business, Economic Development and Tourism (DBEDT)
supports SB 2758, SD1, though we prefer the original bill as introduced.

This bill would expand the Chapter 201H 45-day expedited approval process for
affordable housing projects to include expedited approvals of district boundary
amendments of parcels less than 15 acres that require the approval of the applicable
county land use decision-making body. DBEDT supports this proposal, which stems
from discussions of the Special Action Team on Affordable Rental Housing.

Thank you for the opportunity to offer written comments in support of SB 2758,
SD1.
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Chair Dela Cruz; Vice Chair Keith-Agaran; and members of the Committee on Ways and

Means:

The Land Use Commission supports the intent of SB 2758 SD1 in that it seeks to clarify
that the appropriate county land use decision-making authority must conduct a district boundary
amendment proceeding, as part of the 201H-38, Hawai i Revised Statutes (HRS) process, for
land areas of fifteen acres or less, within forty-five days of a petition being submitted.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this matter.
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Testimony to the Senate Committee on Ways and Means
Friday, February 23, 2018
10:00 am
State Capitol, Room 211

RE: SB 2758, SD 1, — Relating to Housing

Chair Dela Cruz, Vice-Chair Keith-Agaran, & members of the Committee:

My name is Gladys Quinto-Marrone, CEO of the Building Industry Association of
Hawaii (BIA-Hawaii). Chartered in 1955, the Building Industry Association of
Hawaii is a professional trade organization affiliated with the National Association
of Home Builders, representing the building industry and its associates.
BIAHawaii takes a leadership role in unifying and promoting the interests of the
industry to enhance the quality of life for the people of Hawaii.

BIA-HAWAII is in support of S.B. 2758, SD 1, which proposes to establish
expedited approvals for affordable housing projects seeking district boundary
amendments for land areas of fifteen acres or less under the jurisdiction of the
counties, as well as expedited approvals by the Hawaii Community Development
Authority.

The proposed bill would use the same timeframe, 45 days, as is allowed in the
201H process for approval of affordable housing projects as an incentive to
develop more affordable housing. It establishes a forty-five—day approval
process for affordable housing projects seeking district boundary amendments
for land areas of fifteen acres or less within the jurisdiction of the counties, as
well as for lands under the control of the Hawaii community development
authority could expedite governmental approvals and save time and money;
thereby, creating a new incentive to spur housing development.

The bill was amended in the prior Committee hearing by removing the language
that would have made the Hawaii Community Development Authority subject to
the proposed expedited time limit for approvals.

We believe the proposed bill is a step in the right direction if our goal is to
increase the supply of housing at all price points in Hawaii.

We are in support of S.B. 2758, SD 1, and appreciate the opportunity to express
our views on this matter.
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To the Honorable Donovan M. Dela Cruz, Chair; the Honorable Gilbert S.C. Keith-
Agaran, Vice-Chair, and Members of the Committee on Ways and Means:

Good afternoon, my name is Melodie Aduja. | serve as Chair of the Oahu
County Committee ("OCC") Legislative Priorities Committee of the Democratic Party of
Hawaii. Thank you for the opportunity to provide written testimony on Senate Bill No.
2758 SD1, relating to Special Housing; and expedited approvals for eligible affordable
housing projects.

The OCC Legislative Priorities Committee is in favor of Senate Bill No. 2758
SD1 and support its passage.



Senate Bill N0.2758 SD1 is in alignment with the Platform of the Democratic
Party of Hawai'i (‘“DPH”), 2016, as it establishes expedited approvals for affordable
housing projects seeking district boundary amendments for land areas of fifteen acres
or less under the jurisdiction of the counties.

The DPH Platform states that "[h]ousing is a basic human need and we believe
that adequate, accessible, affordable, and safe housing should be available to all
residents of Hawai'i. Affordable housing that is fair in proportion to individual income is
the basis of prosperity for our citizens and stability in our economy. Recent and past
real estate bubbles have fueled disproportionate rent increases, a key contributor to
homelessness. Therefore, we support efforts to promote truly affordable housing for all
citizens who rent.

We also need economically affordable home ownership. To this end we support
policies which re-think the current formula to determine “affordability” as this formula
puts both rentals and sales out of the reach of most working families in Hawai'i.

We support circuit breaker or other relief to ensure that senior citizens are not
taxed out of their homes.

We believe in the concept of “Housing First” to develop affordable, stable
housing and support services to break the cycle of homelessness for people with the
fewest housing options.

We support dedicated social services and housing opportunities for Hawaii’s
homeless population, to get them off the streets and reintegrated into society, with
specific devoted services for disenfranchised groups including but not limited to the
Hawaiian community, aged-out foster kids, youth, returning veterans, the aged, and
lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender homeless. (Platform of the DPH, P. 7, Lines
340-358 (2016)).

Given that Senate Bill N0.2758 SD1 establishes expedited approvals for
affordable housing projects seeking district boundary amendments for land areas of
fifteen acres or less under the jurisdiction of the counties, it is the position of the OCC
Legislative Priorities Committee to support this measure.

Thank you very much for your kind consideration.
Sincerely yours, /s/ Melodie Aduja

Melodie Aduja, Chair, OCC Legislative Priorities Committee

Email: legislativeprorities@gmail.com, Tel.: (808) 258-8889
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Testimony to the Senate Committee on Ways and Means
Friday, February 23, 2018 at 10:00 A.M.
Conference Room 211, State Capitol

RE: SENATE BILL 2758 SD1 RELATING TO HOUSING

Chair Dela Cruz, Vice Chair Keith-Agaran, and Members of the Committee:

The Chamber of Commerce Hawaii ("The Chamber™) supports SB 2578 SD1, which
proposes to establish expedited approvals for affordable housing projects seeking district
boundary amendments for land areas of fifteen acres or less under the jurisdiction of the
counties, as well as expedited approvals by the Hawaii Community Development Authority.

The Chamber is Hawaii’s leading statewide business advocacy organization, representing
about 2,000+ businesses. Approximately 80% of our members are small businesses with less
than 20 employees. As the “Voice of Business” in Hawaii, the organization works on behalf of
members and the entire business community to improve the state’s economic climate and to
foster positive action on issues of common concern.

The proposed bill would use the same timeframe, 45 days, as is allowed in the 201H process
for approval of affordable housing projects as an incentive to develop more affordable housing. It
establishes a forty-five—day approval process for affordable housing projects seeking district
boundary amendments for land areas of fifteen acres or less within the jurisdiction of the counties,
as well as for lands under the control of the Hawaii community development authority could
expedite governmental approvals and save time and money; thereby, creating a new incentive to
spur housing development.

The bill was amended in the prior Committee hearing by removing the language that would
have made the Hawaii Community Development Authority subject to the proposed expedited time
limit for approvals.

We believe the proposed bill is a step in the right direction if our goal is to increase the
supply of housing at all price points in Hawaii.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify.

1132 Bishop Street, Suite 2105 e Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 e Phone: (808) 545-4300 e Facsimile: (808) 545-4369
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February 23, 2018

The Honorable Donovan Dela Cruz, Chair
Senate Committee on Ways and Means

State Capitol, Room 211

Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

RE: Senate Bill 2758 SD1, Relating to Housing

HEARING: Friday, February 23, 2018, at 10:00 a.m. in Room 211

Aloha Chair Dela Cruz, Vice Chair Keith-Agaran and Members of the Committee,

I am Ken Hiraki, Director of Government Affairs, here to testify on behalf of the Hawaii
Association of REALTORS® (“HAR”), the voice of real estate in Hawai‘i, and its close to
9,500 members. HAR supports Senate Bill 2758, SD1, which establishes expedited approvals
for affordable housing projects seeking district boundary amendments for land areas of fifteen
acres or less under the jurisdiction of the counties.

Chapter 201H, Hawai‘i Revised Statutes, provides for a 45-day approval process for affordable
housing projects seeking district boundary amendments from the Land Use Commission, as
well as for projects seeking county approvals and exemptions. This measure would use the
same 45-day timeframe for affordable housing projects seeking district boundary amendments
for land areas of 15 acres or less within the jurisdiction of the counties.

According to the Department of Business, Economic Development and Tourism, nearly
66,000 housing units are needed to meet long-term demand over the next ten years. We need
more housing at all price points to address our housing shortage. This measure would
expedite the governmental approval process, thereby creating an incentive for developers to
build affordable housing.

Mahalo for the opportunity to testify in support of this measure.

REALTOR® is a registered collective membership mark which may be used only by real estate professionals @
who are members of the NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF REALTORS® and subscribe to its strict Code of Ethics.

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY
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