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RELATING TO SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS. 

 

 Chair Lee, Vice Lowen, and Members of the Committee. 

 The Department of Business, Economic Development, and Tourism (DBEDT) supports 

SB2668, SD1, which codifies the affordable and clean energy sustainable development goal 

based on the United Nations’ Global Goal Seven and has references to existing state 

sustainability programs. 

 

DBEDT appreciates the adoption of the United Nations’ Global Goal Seven 7 to ensure 

access to affordable, reliable, sustainable, and modern energy for all throughout the State of 

Hawaii by 2030.  We also appreciate the inclusion in Global Goal Seven 7 of our State’s 

statutory goal of 100% renewable energy in the electricity sector by 2045.  

 

Thank you for the opportunity to offer testimony on SB2668, SD1. 



  

DAVID Y. IGE 
GOVERNOR 

 

LEO R. ASUNCION 
DIRECTOR 

OFFICE OF PLANNING 

 

OFFICE OF PLANNING 

STATE OF HAWAII   
 235 South Beretania Street, 6th Floor, Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

Mailing Address:  P.O. Box 2359, Honolulu, Hawaii 96804 

 Telephone: (808) 587-2846 

 Fax: (808) 587-2824 

 Web:   http://planning.hawaii.gov/ 
 

 
Statement of 

LEO R. ASUNCION 
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SB 2668, SD 1 

RELATING TO SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS. 

 

Chair Lee, Vice Chair Lowen, and Members of the House Committee on Energy and 
Environmental Protection. 

The Office of Planning supports SB 2668, SD1 Relating to Sustainable Development 

Goals.  SB 2668, SD 1 seeks to amend Hawaii Revised Statutes (HRS) Chapter 344, the State’s 
Environmental Policy, to codify one of the United Nations’ (UN) Sustainable Development 

Goals, a group of 17 goals to transform our world; SB 2668, SD 1 specifically seeks to codify 
UN Sustainable Development Goal, global goal 7, to ensure affordable and clean energy by 
2030.  

The Office of Planning appreciates the adoption of global goal 7 to ensure access to 
affordable, reliable, sustainable, and modern energy for all throughout the State of Hawaii by 

2030.   

The Office of Planning recommends amendments to codify this proposal in Hawaii 
Revised Statutes Chapter 226, the Hawaii State Planning Act, to be consistent with HRS § 226-

108, the State’s sustainability priority guidelines and principles.   

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this measure.   
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STATE OF HAWAII 
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869 PUNCHBOWL STREET 
HONOLULU, HAWAII 96813-5097 

                IN REPLY REFER TO: 
  
 

 
March 13, 2018 

8:30 a.m. 
State Capitol, Room 325 

. 
S.B. 2668, S.D. 1 

RELATING TO SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS 
 

House Committee on Energy and Environmental Protection 
 
The Department of Transportation (DOT) supports the aspirations of S.B. 2668, S.D. 1 
 
More specifically we support to enhance statewide cooperation to facilitate access to  
clean energy research and technology, including renewable energy, energy efficiency,  
and advanced and cleaner fossil-fuel technology, and promote investment in energy  
infrastructure and clean energy technology; and expand infrastructure and upgrade  
technology for supplying modern and sustainable energy services for all. 
 
Sustainable transportation are DOT priorities.  
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony.  
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HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 

Tuesday, March 13, 2018   8:30AM      Conference Room 325 

In SUPPORT of​ ​SB 2668 SD1​  Relating to Sustainable Development Goals 

____________________________________________________________ 
 
Aloha Chair Lee, Vice Chair Lowen and members of the Committee, 

On behalf of our 20,000 members and supporters, the Sierra Club of Hawai‘i, a member of the                 

Common Good Coalition, supports ​SB 2668 SD1​, ​which seeks to codify sustainable            

development goals based on the United Nations’ Global Goal #7: affordable and clean energy              

and offer the following amendment to the measure: 

● SB 2668 SD1 has language pertaining to "cleaner fossil fuel technology" (page 8,             

line 13). The Sierra Club of Hawaiʻi does not support the implementation of             

technologies that utilize fossil fuels of any kind moving forward, when renewables            

could be chosen. ​We suggest the language of this bill be amended to explicitly              

define "clean fossil fuels" in the statute. 

The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) are a set of 17 guidelines that ​“Governments,             1

businesses and civil society together with the United Nations are mobilizing efforts to achieve              

the Sustainable Development Agenda by 2030. Universal, inclusive and indivisible, the Agenda            

calls for action by all countries to improve the lives of people everywhere.”  

SDG #7 calls for access to affordable, reliable, sustainable, and modern energy for all , a goal                2

that aligns well with the ​Sierra Club of Hawai‘i’s own dedication to help develop and support                

renewable energy initiatives that align with the statewide goal of 100% clean energy by 2045.               

We support the intent of this measure, and the notion of aligning with the global community in                 

efforts improve the lives of people and spread the message of mālama honua that the Hōkūleʻa                

1 ​http://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/sustainable-development-goals/# 
2 ​http://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/energy/ 
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carried across the world. We support the intent to provide baseline goals and benchmarks,              

defined by the SDGs, while recognizing the necessity to adapt the SDGs to fit the context of                 

local, place-based issues. 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify in support of SB 2668 SD1. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
To:   The House Committee on Energy & Environmental Protection 
From:  Brodie Lockard, OFA Hawaii Climate Lead, 808-262-1285 
Date: Tuesday, March 13, 2018 
 

In support of SB 2668 SD1 
 
 
Dear Chair Lee, Vice Chair Lowen and Committee members, 
 
I am the Hawaii Climate Lead for Organizing for Action, a progressive group that played a lead 
in electing President Barack Obama twice. Organizing for Action strongly supports SB 2668 
SD1. 
 
Hawaii should do its part to support the UN sustainable development goals, particularly in 
affordable and clean energy 
 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to testify. 
 
Brodie Lockard 
Hawaii Climate Lead, Organizing for Action 
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COMMITTEE ON ENERGY & ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 
Rep. Chris Lee, Chair 
Rep. Nicole E. Lowen, Vice Chair 
  
DATE:  Tuesday, March 13, 2018 
TIME:  8:30 a.m. 
PLACE: Conference Room 325 
 
SB 2668  sustainable development goals   Comments  
 
Aloha Chair Lee, Vice Chair Lowen, and Members of the Committee 

 

Requiring “clean energy” requires a clean defintion 
of clean energy. 

Proposed amendment: “Clean Energy” means 
energy produced with low life cycle environmental 
and greenhouse gas emission impacts. 

mailto:henry.lifeoftheland@gmail.com


	
	
	

Testimony	in	support	of	SB2668	SD1	
	
HOUSE	COMMITTEE	ON	ENERGY	AND	ENVIROMENTAL	PROTECTION	
	
Hearing	Tuesday,	March	13,	2018	8:30	a.m.			
	
	
Aloha	Chair	Lee,	Vice-Chair	Lowen	and	committee	members,			
	
Please	support	SB2668	SD1.	

Adopting	the	United	Nations	2030	Sustainable	Development	Goal	#7	into	state	law	will	
reinforce	our	ongoing	efforts	to	strengthen	our	low-carbon,	renewable	energy	sector.		
This	show	of	international	solidarity	will	provide	opportunities	for	partnerships	which	
will	help	us	and	others	achieve	our	common	goals.				

Mahalo,	
	
	
	
Dr.	Lisa	Marten	
Executive	Director	
Healthy	Climate	Communities	
healthyclimate@hawaii.rr.com	
	



 

 

 

 
 

Testimony of Hawai‘i Green Growth 

In Support of SB2668 SD1 Relating to Sustainable Development Goals 

House Committee on Energy & Environmental Protection 
13 March 2018, 8:30am, Room 325 

 
Honorable Chair Lee, Vice Chair Lowen, and Members of the Committee: 

As a statewide partnership, Hawai‘i Green Growth (HGG) strongly supports SB2668 SD1 to adopt the United 

Nations 2030 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) into state law. We recognize the critical importance of 

affordable and clean energy to build a sustainable future, as highlighted through SDG7. Even further, HGG 

recommends adopting the entire global framework with all 17 SDGs, as reflected in SB2661 SD2. HGG 

acknowledges discussions underway to determine the appropriate placement in HRS, but supports the 

overarching vision to holistically address 21st century challenges that cut across environmental, social, and 

economic priorities.  

We appreciate the Senate’s leadership on the 2018 Majority Program on UN Sustainable Development Goals 

(SDGs), as well as the support for Hawai‘i sustainability initiatives over the past several decades. Our partnership 

believes that the SDGs can help advance local efforts to address key challenges in Hawai‘i across housing, 

climate change, energy, environmental protection, health, education and economic development by 

acknowledging that none of these can be addressed without consideration for the others. We cannot meet our 

climate goals without achieving sustainable development outcomes and vice versa. Senator Kenneth Brown’s 

1973 Mālama Hawai‘i speech proposed that every action – economic, social and political - be guided by mālama. 

The 17 SDGs embody Hawai'i’s mālama ‘āina approach to resource management, and counsels the necessity 

of maintaining a balance between all aspects of our environment, society, and economy. In many ways Senator 

Brown foretold the eventual arrival of the SDG framework. 

Hawai‘i launched the Aloha+ Challenge: He Nohona ‘Ae‘oia one year prior to the formal adoption of the SDGs 

by over 190 countries. The Aloha+ Challenge is led by the State Legislature (Senate Concurrent Resolution 69), 

Governor, four County Mayors, Office of Hawaiian Affairs, and private sector and civil society partners. Building 

on Hawai‘iʻs history of systems thinking and many community initiatives, this commitment identifies statewide 

sustainability goals across energy, food, natural resources, waste, smart sustainable communities and climate, 

green education and workforce. Hawai‘i’s Aloha+ Challenge is recognized as a place-based model to support 

locally and culturally appropriate implementation of the SDGs. At the same time, the global SDG framework 

supports the implementation of local models like the Aloha+ Challenge, Sustainable Hawai‘i Initiative, 100 

Resilient Cities, Promise to Pae ‘Āina, and other efforts, and can help attract new resources to drive 

implementation. It also builds on Hawai‘i’s recent adoption of the Paris Agreement (Act 32) and the inspiring 

Mālama Honua Worldwide Voyage of Hōkūle‘a. Enacting SDGs into state law is significant for Hawai‘i locally, 

nationally and internationally.  

Above all, the partnership recognizes that Hawai‘i’s long-term security in the face of climate change and other 

challenges is now linked to the success of this global agenda. Because of the scale of the threat, this is no longer 

something Hawai‘i can do alone. Indeed, for many in the international community, Hawai‘i holds the answer to 

finding the balance based on the wisdom of our host culture and fundamental island values, as embodied in 

Senator Kenneth Brown’s speech delivered 45 years ago. It is our kuleana, both a responsibility and privilege, 

to partner with communities across the globe to build a more sustainable future for Hawai‘i and island earth.  

Thank you for your visionary leadership and for the opportunity to submit testimony.  

735 Bishop Street, Suite 424 
Honolulu, Hawai‘i 96813 

www.hawaiigreengrowth.org 

 
Hawai‘i Green Growth is a statewide public-private partnership that catalyzes action across government, private sector and civil society to 

achieve Hawai‘i’s sustainability and climate goals, and serve as a model for integrated green growth 
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Hawaii should do its part to support the UN sustainable development goals, particularly 
in affordable and clean energy. 
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Comments:  

As a national and global leader, Hawaii should do its part to support the UN sustainable 
development goals, particularly in affordable and clean energy. 
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Comments:  

I belong to 350HI and we try to assist policy makers to create bills that promote 
renewables, keep fossil fuels in the ground and try to make State Funds join the di-
vestment movement so we support the following: 

Technological development and R&D in PV, Wind generation, battery storage and 
driving prices down so that wind and PV are competitive with coal without all the 
environmental, social, health, poverty externalities. 

SB2668 SD1 
 
Hawaii should do its part to support the UN sustainable development goals, particularly 
in affordable and clean energy. 
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Comments:  

Hawaii should do its part to support the UN sustainable development goals, particularly 
in affordable and clean energy. 
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Comments:  

To Whom It May Concern: 

My nane is Nanea Lo and I was born and raised on this island. I am writing in to say 
please SUPPORT this bill.  

Hawaiʻi should do its part to support the UN sustainable development goals, particularly 
in affordable and clean energy. 

Thank you for consideration, 

Nanea Lo 
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Hawaii should do its part to support the UN sustainable development goals, particularly 
in affordable and clean energy. 
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Comments:  

As one who has completed a masters in leadership and sustainable development at 
HPU, the SDGs are of primary concern for us all. However, lip service and ad nauseum 
studies cannot get us there. Laudable Hawaii decisionmakers and introducers of this bill 
have taken this step, yet we need more people such as myself and other graduates of 
sustainability programs leading initiiatives and creating green growth with our state. The 
facts are not in our favor when many graduates of sustaiability programs have to leave 
the state to find compensation for living expenses. When jobs at the state are given to 
people withing the system and those who are educated, spending thousands to attend 
universities in this state are turned away for positions for which they are eminently 
qualified and for which they could be making contributions more effectively than 
someone who moves over from another government department, that is sabotaging our 
communities and reducing our collective response time to climate change. We need 
green jobs for those who have dedicated time and money in this state to these issues, 
PLEASE. 
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