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Testimony in OPPOSITION to  SB2515 

RELATING TO STATE EMPLOYMENT. 

SENATOR JILL TOKUDA, CHAIR 
 

SENATE COMMITTEE ON LABOR 

Hearing Date: January 30, 2018 Room Number:  229 

 

Fiscal Implications:  N/A. 1 

Department Testimony:  The Department of Health respectfully opposes SB2515, which 2 

repeals the authority of department heads to establish positions in special projects approved by 3 

the Governor.  The department acknowledges the personnel management discipline that the civil 4 

service system emphasizes, but believes that existing policies offer sufficient checks and 5 

balances.  For example, Act 160 SLH 2015 requires that special projects be time-limited and 6 

may not be extended. 7 

The Department of Health relies on special projects to quickly implement programs to meet 8 

emerging community needs that the existing bureaucracy is unable to absorb.  A recent case in 9 

point is the special project to rapidly respond to rat lungworm disease.  More routinely, other 10 

special projects are authorized to implement a new federal grant, which have lifespans of three to 11 

five years, and for which taking one or two budget cycles to establish an administrative 12 

infrastructure is not feasible and jeopardizes Hawaii‘s competitiveness. 13 

Offered Amendments: N/A. 14 
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