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Before the Senate Committee on  

WAYS AND MEANS 

 

Wednesday, February 28, 2018 

11:00 AM 

State Capitol, Conference Room 211 

 

In consideration of 

SENATE BILL 2331, SENATE DRAFT 1 

RELATING TO TRAILS 

 

Senate Bill 2331, Senate Draft 1 proposes to appropriate funds to Nā Ala Hele, the Hawaii 

Statewide Trail and Access Program, by improving access to and maintaining state controlled 

recreational trails statewide and promoting hiker safety and hiker etiquette education and 

outreach. The Department of Land and Natural Resources (Department) supports this 

measure, provided that its passage does not replace or adversely impact priorities indicated 

in the Executive Supplemental Budget request. 

 

The Department’s Division of Forestry and Wildlife has a current statewide inventory of 128 

trail-and-road features spanning approximately 855 miles. These trails and access routes have 

experienced record numbers of users. Increased use has led to trail degradation, trail-head 

conflicts with residents, and an increase in mountain rescues. 

 

The proposed $1.8 million appropriation would be applied to improving access to and 

maintaining state controlled recreation trails statewide, including planning, trail design, 

construction, and rehabilitation, as well as promoting public education and outreach relating to 

hiker safety and etiquette. Many of the current challenges associated with trails are due to heavy 

use, exacerbated by social media, drawing attention to formerly little-known trails. When these 

trails and their trailhead areas are located in residential areas, conflicts can arise due to parking, 

early morning visitors, and infringement on private property. Moreover, some trail users are 

unaware or unprepared for the specific trail conditions of the area they are visiting. Education is 

needed to help alleviate trailhead congestion and conflicts, improve safety for trail users, and 

minimize impacts to rescue personnel by making sure hikers are better prepared for backcountry 
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travel.  The Department remains in strong support of this measure and recognizes the benefits to 

residents, visitors, first responders, and the overall sustainability of our trails.  

 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this measure. 

 

 

 



 
 
 

 

 
SENATE COMMITTEE ON WAYS AND MEANS 

Wednesday, February 28, 2018   11:00AM      Conference Room 211 
In SUPPORT of​ ​SB 2331 SD1​  Relating to Trails 

____________________________________________________________ 
 
Aloha Chair Dela Cruz, Vice Chair Keith-Agaran and members of the Committee, 
 
On behalf of our 20,000 members and supporters, the Sierra Club of Hawai‘i ​supports​ ​SB 2331 
SD 1​, ​which makes an appropriation of $1.8M to improve Na Ala Hele, the Hawai‘i statewide 
trail and access program, by improving access to and maintaining state controlled recreational 
trails statewide and promoting hiker safety and hiker etiquette education and outreach. This 
appropriation is critical to ensure that the 128 trail and roadway features that Na Ala Hele 
manages can be adequately maintained to protect our environment, ensure public safety, and 
keep up with increasing recreational use. 
 
The Sierra Club has utilized Hawai‘i’s parks and trails to educate students, visitors, and 
concerned residents on the importance of environmentalism, as well as demonstrate the beauty 
of Hawai‘i's unique natural spaces. In 2017, our organization led over 200 hikes statewide and 
worked to maintain dozens of public and private trails. The O‘ahu Group alone led nearly 90 
hikes and service projects, with an emphasis on native species conservation, hiker safety, and 
trail etiquette. 
 
We know firsthand that our state’s trail systems are in dire need of maintenance and protection. 
Millions of residents and visitors use these trails everyday, but the funds to protect them have 
declined significantly every year. SB 2331 SD 1 seeks to correct this by allocating funds to the 
Na Ala Hele program. In order to continue enjoying the hiking trails within our beautiful state, we 
must prioritize trail funding. The Sierra Club of Hawai‘i strongly urges the committee to pass SB 
2331 SD 1. 
 
Thank you very much for this opportunity to provide testimony on this important issue.  
 
Mahalo, 
 
Jodi Malinoski 

 
Sierra Club of Hawai‘i 
O‘ahu Group Coordinator 

P.O. Box 2577 Honolulu, Hawaiʻi • 808-538-6616 • www.sierraclubhawaii.org  



SB-2331-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/25/2018 6:08:15 AM 
Testimony for WAM on 2/28/2018 11:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Anthony Chang Individual Support Yes 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chair Dela Cruz, Vice Chair Keith-Agaran, and members of the Ways and Means 
Committee. 
 
My name is Anthony Chang and I live in Chinatown. I’m writing in strong support for SB 
2331 SD 1, which appropriates funding for “Na Ala Hele”, the State’s Trail and Access 
Program. Keeping up with the increasing impacts on our beloved hiking trails is a 
constant challenge for the State. This bill would provide critical funds for improving 
access to and maintaining state controlled recreational trails statewide and promoting 
hiker safety and hiker etiquette education and outreach. I love to hike because its great 
for your health and believe funding our trails is so important because it improves the 
enjoyment of the activity and the beauty of Hawai'i. Please support SB 2331 SD1 and 
pass this bill. 

Thank you for your support in protecting our trails and promoting hiker education and 
safety 
 
Anthony Chang 
1245 Maunakea St. #2310 
Honolulu, HI 96817 
(808) 536-0783 

 



SB-2331-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/24/2018 11:39:52 PM 
Testimony for WAM on 2/28/2018 11:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Andrea Anixt Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  



SB-2331-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/24/2018 9:37:41 PM 
Testimony for WAM on 2/28/2018 11:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Lucia You Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  



SB-2331-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/24/2018 9:01:01 AM 
Testimony for WAM on 2/28/2018 11:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Angela Huntemer Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

Dear Committee Chair and Members, As a regular hiker, along with my friends, I see 
the importance of trail maintanence and hiker education all the time. Protection and 
maintence of the natural beauty and biodiversity of our islands is notoriously 
underfunded. Please support this SB 2321 SD1 which makes funds available to 
improve  the Hawaii statewide trail and access program,  na ala hele. funds will be used 
to improve access to and maintain state-controlled recreational trails all around Hawaii 
and promote hiker safety, etiquette, education and outreach. Thank you. 

 



SB-2331-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/24/2018 8:05:49 AM 
Testimony for WAM on 2/28/2018 11:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Ted Bohlen Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  



SB-2331-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/24/2018 7:38:07 AM 
Testimony for WAM on 2/28/2018 11:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Randy Ching Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chair Dela Cruz, Vice Chair Keith-Agaran, and members of the Committee. 

I’m writing in strong support for SB 2331 SD 1, which appropriates funding for “Na Ala 
Hele”, the State’s Trail and Access Program. Keeping up with the increasing impacts on 
our hiking trails is a constant challenge for the State. This bill would provide critical 
funds for improving access to and maintaining state controlled recreational trails 
statewide and promoting hiker safety and hiker etiquette education and outreach. 

I have built and maintained trails (Manoa Falls Trail, Kuliouou Ridge, Hawaii Loa Ridge, 
Wiliwilinui Ridge in particular) for over 2 decades.  I have seen the impact that 9 million 
tourists have on our trails.  I cannot keep up with the maintenance by myself.  Nor can 
Na Ala Hele.  It needs more resources -- money and manpower, especially. 

Please support SB 2331 SD1 and pass this bill. 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify. 

Randy Ching / Sierra Club outings leader and trail maintainer 

 



SB-2331-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/23/2018 1:57:32 PM 
Testimony for WAM on 2/28/2018 11:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Benton Kealii Pang, 
Ph.D. 

Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  



SB-2331-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/23/2018 1:07:11 PM 
Testimony for WAM on 2/28/2018 11:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Rob Weltman Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

Our state trails need maintenance to remain safe and accessible to many residents and 
visitors. This is a health issue, besides the financial value of attractive trails and the 
kuleana to maintain public assets. 

  

 



SB-2331-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/25/2018 7:47:17 PM 
Testimony for WAM on 2/28/2018 11:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

David Atcheson Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

As a regular hiker and urban Honolulu resident, I feel the Na Ala Hele trail system is a 
real jewel, important to the wellbeing of many by facilitating contact with nature and 
promoting phsyical fitness. I strongly support SB 2331 SD 1, providing important funds 
for our State’s Trail and Access Program. The heavy use of these trails is great to see 
but the impacts do show. Funding trail maintenance is an excellent investment -- same 
for programs that promote trail etiquette and stewardship. This bill can help sustain and 
enhance a great, cost-effective program and I urge members of the Ways and Means 
Committee to pass it. 

Sincerely, 

David Atcheson 
1212 Nuuanu Ave, Apt 906 
Honolulu, HI 96817 

 



SB-2331-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/25/2018 6:45:38 PM 
Testimony for WAM on 2/28/2018 11:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Patricia Blair Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

Maintaining Hawaiis trails makes sense. 

 



SB-2331-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/26/2018 8:58:23 AM 
Testimony for WAM on 2/28/2018 11:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Jennifer Milholen Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

Keeping up with the increasing impacts on our beloved hiking trails is a constant 
challenge for the State. This bill would provide critical funds for improving access to and 
maintaining state controlled recreational trails statewide and promoting hiker safety and 
hiker etiquette education and outreach. The surprising number of times that HI 
emergency services are required to rescue hikers represent a massive drain on HI's 
resources. Funding for improved education, outreach, and errosion control could save 
many hikers from rescue and reserve emercency services for others in need across the 
state. Please support these measures and pass this bill. Mahalo for your time and 
consideration.  

 



From: Luke Robinson
To: WAM Testimony
Subject: SB 2331 SD 1
Date: Saturday, February 24, 2018 10:17:09 AM

Aloha e Chair Dela Cruz, Vice Chair Keith-Agaran, and members of the Ways and
 Means Committee. 

My name is Luke Robinson and I live in Kaimuki. I’m writing in strong support for SB
 2331 SD 1, which appropriates funding for “Na Ala Hele”, the State’s Trail and
 Access Program. Keeping up with the increasing impacts on our beloved hiking trails
 is a constant challenge for the State. This bill would provide critical funds for
 improving access to and maintaining state controlled recreational trails statewide and
 promoting hiker safety and hiker etiquette education and outreach. I love to hike
 because Hawai'i is my home and I believe funding our trails is so important because
 nature is precious. Please support SB 2331 SD1 and pass this bill.

Mahalo nui loa,

Luke D. Robinson
President of Metro Rotaract
808-216-2839
-- 
Luke D. Robinson President of Metro Rotaract (309) 219-2996

mailto:lukerobinson108@gmail.com
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov


From: Diana Connor
To: WAM Testimony
Subject: Support for SB 2331 SD1
Date: Saturday, February 24, 2018 9:24:55 AM

Aloha Chair Dela Cruz, Vice Chair Keith-Agaran, and members of the Ways and Means Committee. My name is
 Diana Connor and I live in Honolulu. I’m writing in strong support for SB 2331 SD 1, which appropriates funding
 for “Na Ala Hele”, the State’s Trail and Access Program. Keeping up with the increasing impacts on our beloved
 hiking trails is a constant challenge for the State. This bill would provide critical funds for improving access to and
 maintaining state controlled recreational trails statewide and promoting hiker safety and hiker etiquette education
 and outreach. I love to hike because nature is beautiful and rejuvenating and believe funding our trails is so
 important to keep our residents and visitors safe while enjoying the land. Please support SB 2331 SD1 and pass this
 bill.”

Thank you for your support in protecting our trails!

Diana Connor

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:dianalynnconnor@gmail.com
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov


From: Carena Phillips
To: WAM Testimony
Subject: Support SB2331 SD 1 - Na Ala Hele
Date: Saturday, February 24, 2018 11:45:11 PM
Attachments: imagelogophotography_forweb.png

Aloha Chair Dela Cruz, Vice Chair Keith-Agaran, and members
 of the Ways and Means Committee. My name is Carena Phillips
 and I live in Ewa Beach. 

I’m writing in strong support for SB 2331 SD 1, funding for “Na
 Ala Hele”, the State’s Trail and Access Program. Keeping up
 with the increasing impacts on our beloved hiking trails is a
 constant challenge for the State. This bill would provide critical
 funds for improving access and maintaining state controlled
 recreational trails statewide and promoting hiker safety, hiker
 etiquette education, and outreach. I love to hike because it keeps
 me connected to the aina and I believe funding our trails is so
 important because our natural environments bring not only joy to
 those who treasure it but also because it gives life, food and
 water to so many. Our natural resources already face ungodly
 pollution and destruction. Let’s give back! Please support SB
 2331 SD1 and pass this bill.”

Thank you for your support in protecting our trails!

Carena Phillips
Owner/Photographer 
949-878-7576

www.Carenaleighphotography.com   

mailto:carenaphillips@yahoo.com
mailto:WamTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov

Curena Le //

PHOTOGRAPHY





MAUNAWILI ESTATES COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION | PO BOX 693 | KAILUA | HI | 96734 

25 February 2018 
 
Aloha Senate Ways and Means Chair Senator Dela Cruz, Vice Chair Agaran and Committee, 
 
We are writing to you from a community of 250 households, approx. 600 residents, that has 
painfully experienced firsthand the ongoing impacts of a poorly funded DLNR Na Ala Hele trail 
system.  The health and safety of our families and kupuna and trail users are impacted daily by 
a trail that has no management and no resources.    
 
Today hikers invade our residential neighborhood waking up residents at 5:30am.  Elder 
residents have trouble navigating around hikers to get to their homes as this trail has no 
parking and no security.  Property is destroyed and daily trash is left for residents to clean up. 

   
With no enforcement, resources and controls, the safety of our Keiki are impacted daily.  
Children can’t play in their own front lawns as hikers speed around looking for parking.  
Criminals prey on hiker cars and police spend much time ticketing cars that are blocking 

driveways and hydrants.   
 
Years of neglect has left the Aina destroyed.  Hikers regularly need rescuing often by helicopter 
at great public expense.  There is no trail enforcement and maintenance. 

   



MAUNAWILI ESTATES COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION | PO BOX 693 | KAILUA | HI | 96734 

Our precious Aina, waterways and marshes are being destroyed due to gross overuse, no 
maintenance and few resources.  Thousands of hikers are polluting our environment, this is 
shameful. 

   
 
Hawai’i has long been noted for its natural beauty and clean environment.  As stewards, much 
more needs to be done today to better manage and protect our finite resources.  We need 
good accountability and clear sustainability plans.    There are already several Japanese 
websites that talk about the filth and destroyed land at these overused trails. 
 
SB2331 is a step forward to help better Malama Hawaii, more needs to be done today.  Please 
support SB2331. 
 
Aloha, 
 
Chris Nakamatsu, POC, 808.261.9591  
Cheryl Tom Parker, President 
Maunawili Estates Community Association 
PO Box 693 
Kailua, HI  96734 
   
Attachment:  Petition to Support SB2331, 20 pages 











































SB-2331-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/27/2018 9:27:21 AM 
Testimony for WAM on 2/28/2018 11:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Melodie Aduja 

Testifying for OCC 
Legislative Priorities 

Committee, Democratic 
Party of Hawai'i 

Support No 

 
 
Comments:  
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