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IN REPLY REFER TO: 
 
 

 
Statement of  

Craig K. Hirai 
Hawaii Housing Finance and Development Corporation 

Before the 
 

SENATE COMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION AND ENERGY 
February 1, 2018 at 12:45 p.m. 

State Capitol, Room 225 
 

In consideration of 
S.B. 2255 

RELATING TO THE CENTRAL MAUI TRANSIT HUB. 
 
 
HHFDC offers the following comments on S.B. 2255.  This bill makes an 
appropriation of $2.5 million in General Obligation bond funds for the Central Maui 
Transit Hub in Kahului, Maui.  This project is among the recommendations of the Hawaii 
Interagency Council for Transit-Oriented Development for the Fiscal Year 2019 
Supplemental Budget.  A copy of the Council's recommendations is attached for the 
Committee's information. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to testify. 
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TESTIMONY OF ALAN M ARAKAWA 
MAYOR 
COUNTY OF MAUI 
 
BEFORE THE SENATE COMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION & ENERGY 
 
Friday, February 1, 2018, 12:45pm 
Conference Room 225 
 
SB2255 RELATING TO CENTRAL MAUI TRANSIT HUB 
 
Honorable Lorraine R. Inouye, Chair 
Honorable Will Espero, Vice Chair 
Honorable Members of the Senate Committee on Transportation & Energy 
 
Thank you for this opportunity to testify in SUPPORT OF SB2255. 
 
The purpose of this bill is to authorize $2.5 million in funding for the County of Maui Department of 
Transportation to construct a new Central Maui Transit Hub. 
 
On October 5, 2017, the County was informed by Queen Kaahumanu Center that our lease would not be 
renewed on their premises for public transit purposes. The license expires on January 31, 2020. Maui's 
robust public transportation system operates from 5:30am until 11 pm, 7 days a week, logging over 2.1 
million boardings annually. 
 
Because of the "hub and spoke" nature of our transportation system, the new location would need to be 
central and close to the Queen Kaahumanu Center in order to ensure the least amount of disruption to 
our existing system. We have identified an ideal new location close to the existing hub and in an area with 
residents that would be better served with easy access to transportation. Adjacent the site will be 165 
senior rental units and a mixed use project with low income rentals apartments and offices. It is also close 
to shops, restaurants, medical facilities, the library and other vital community amenities. This parcel is on 
State property at the corner of Vevau Street and Kane Street, TMK (2) 3-7-004-003 and we are working 
with the State to facilitate this hub. 
 
This is a good example of transit oriented development, we are hoping for some funding to come to Maui 
for a key transit ready development project. 

 
I strongly urge you to pass SB2255. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Alan M. Arakawa 
Mayor, County of Maui 

200 South High Street 
Wailuku, Maui, Hawai’i 96793-2155 
Telephone (808) 270-7855 
Fax (808) 270-7870 
E-mail: mayors.office@mauicounty.gov 
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TO: The Honorable Lorraine R. Inouye, Chair 
 Senate Committee on Transportation and Energy  

FROM: Mike White 
 Council Chair 

SUBJECT: HEARING OF FEBRUARY 1, 2018; TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF SB 
2255, RELATING TO THE CENTRAL MAUI TRANSIT HUB 

 
Thank you for the opportunity to testify in support of this important measure.  The 
purpose of this bill is to authorize the issuance of general obligation bonds and 
appropriate funds for the planning, design, and construction of the central Maui transit 
hub.  

The Maui County Council has not had the opportunity to take a formal position on this 
measure.  Therefore, I am providing this testimony in my capacity as an individual 
member of the Maui County Council. 

I support this measure for the following reasons: 

1. The central Maui transit hub project is a critical priority.  The County has 
received formal notice that the lease for the current transit hub at the 
Kaahumanu Shopping Center will expire and the premises must be 
vacated by January 31, 2020.  

2. The transit hub is the core of Maui’s robust public transportation system, 
which provides access to jobs, healthcare, social, recreational and 
educational opportunities to upwards of 2.1 million riders each year.  A 
State-County partnership in moving this project forward ensures citizens 
are able to maintain vital economic connections and opportunities.  

3. The County has identified a possible location on State property for the hub 
and, with this funding, will be able to take immediate action to ensure the 
transportation system continues to serve residents and visitors.   

For the foregoing reasons, I strongly support this measure. 
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