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TO: Chair Green, Vice Chair Chang, and Members of the Senate Committee on Human 
Services  

FROM: Ryan Kusumoto, President & CEO of Parents And Children Together (PACT) 
DATE/LOCATION: February 05, 2018; 3:45 p.m., Conference Room 16 
 
RE: TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF SB 2097 – RELATING TO CHILD SAFETY  
We urge you to support SB 2097 – Relating to disclosure of felony or misdemeanor child 
abuse or neglect reports to any person upon request.  We support this bill which would 
require the disclosure of abuse and neglect incidents and investigations, upon request, to parents 
or guardians with children currently enrolled in or to those considering enrolling their child(ren) 
in the child care home or center.  It is a parent's foremost responsibility to ensure the safety of 
their child and we hope that you would pass legislation that would help assist parents in making 
informed decisions when it comes to child care.      
 
PACT is a provider of licensed, center-based and home visiting child care programs.  We 
wholeheartedly believe in providing information to families that aids them in choosing a 
program that fits their needs and where they feel their child will be safe.  It is disheartening that 
children have suffered under the care of others.  It is even more disheartening that individuals 
who have caused harm to children could continue to operate their child care without disclosing 
this information to others, which could potentially place other children in danger.  We can never 
bring back the lives lost or combat the irreparable harm that has taken place in the past but we 
can help to protect our keiki and prevent repeat offenses from happening again in the future.   
    
Founded in 1968, Parents And Children Together (PACT) is one of Hawaii’s not-for-profit 
organizations providing a wide array of innovative and educational social services to families in 
need.  Assisting more than 18,000 people across the state annually, PACT helps families 
identify, address and successfully resolve challenges through its 16 programs.  Among its 
services are: early education programs, domestic violence prevention and intervention programs, 
child abuse prevention and intervention programs, child and adolescent behavioral health 
programs, sex trafficking intervention, and community building programs.   
 
Thank you for the opportunity to testify in support of SB 2097, please contact me at (808) 847-
3285 or rkusumoto@pacthawaii.org if you have any questions. 
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Senate Committee on Health & Human Services 
Monday, February 5, 2018 

3:45 pm, Conference Room 16 
State Capitol, 415 South Beretania Street, Honolulu, HI 

 
 
To Chair Senator Josh Green, Vice Chair Senator Stanley Chang, & Members of the Committee: 
 
RE:  Testimony IN SUPPORT of SB 2097, Relating to Child Safety to Increase Disclosure of Child Abuse 
& Neglect Records 
 
Hi, my name is Laurie Castro.  I am the Co-Founder and Administrator of a state licensed group childcare 
center, Sounds of Success Preschool located in Aiea, Hawaii.  I am testifying in support of SB 2097 
because this bill will do the right thing to help protect innocent children from being unknowingly placed 
in a potentially dangerous situation.  By allowing full disclosure and release of findings of an 
investigation into an allegation of child abuse or neglect within a licensed group childcare home or 
center to any parent or guardian of a child who was enrolled at the time of the alleged abuse or is 
considering enrolling is a critical piece of information that I feel all parents would want to know about.  
Just as we have the Hawaii State Sex Offender Registry, which is a very popular website that I know a lot 
of parents do go online to look at, we should also have a public Child Abuse and Neglect Registry or 
some means by which full disclosure can be provided upon request.  This will help the general public as 
well as childcare providers or centers like ourselves go online at any time to research potential risks or 
dangers our children may face.   
 
When it comes to finding childcare for your most precious gift in the world, parents want to make sure 
their child is left in good hands while they are at work.  We’ve had the privilege of knowing Peyton 
Valiente the past few months as a student at our preschool and have enjoyed his contagious smile and 
bright personality.  We are lucky that Peyton is alive and thriving.  In Peyton’s child abuse case which 
occurred in a childcare provider’s home in 2015 when he was only 17 months old, it is extremely 
unsettling that no one has been held accountable for this tragic incident that almost resulted in his 
death.  The childcare provider that was investigated is still free to continue to provide childcare services 
for other unknowing families who have no clue that an investigation of alleged child abuse occured.  If 
this bill is passed, then families can have this critical piece of information and make an educated 
decision on what is the best placement for their child.  It would be a disgrace on our state childcare 
system if we allow another child to be placed with this provider and a second incident of child abuse or 
neglect occurs and another child has to suffer what Peyton had to go through or worse with the 
countless surgeries, rehab, speech therapy, physical therapy, mental health impacts and not to mention 
all the extreme stress and frustration for his parents.  No parent should ever have to go through that 
and for our state to sit back and allow it to potentially happen again to another innocent child is terribly 
frightening.   
 



Through the Hawaii State Department of Human Services, federal and state criminal history background 
checks are conducted on all our employees that we hire at our preschool, however, it would be very 
helpful to also have something like a Child Abuse and Neglect registry or be able to get this information 
released to us somehow so we can research for ourselves any potential employees that we may be 
considering hiring.  Since no conviction was ever made in Peyton’s case, the childcare provider or 
providers in that case could apply for a position to work at our preschool and how would we know that 
he/she was ever involved in a child abuse and neglect investigation?  Right now, the stark reality is we 
wouldn’t.  Nothing would come up on their criminal history background check and we could potentially 
hire this person to work at our facility around our children putting our children at risk of abuse.         
 
Thank you for your time and consideration of my testimony in support of Bill SB 2097.  I hope you also 
see the importance of supporting and approving this bill for the sake and safety of all of Hawaii’s keiki. 
Our children rely on us to look out for their best interest and keep them safe from undue harm and this 
bill would help do just that.   
 
 
Sincerely, 
Laurie Castro 
Co-Founder & Administrator 
Sounds of Success Preschool 
98-029 Hekaha Street 
Aiea, HI 96701 
Phone: (808) 488-2211  
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Senate Committee on Human Services 
Monday, February 5, 2018 

3:45pm, Room 016 
 

Chair: Senator Josh Green, Vice Chair: Stanley Chang, & Members of the 

Committee: 

RE: Testimony IN SUPPORT of SB 2097, Relating to Child Safety to 

Increase Disclosure of Child Abuse & Neglect Records 

 
Dear Senators, 

My name is Rey Valiente and I fully support SB 2097.  I am the father of Peyton 

Valiente, a child that was severely abused at his babysitter’s home.  I am completely 

frustrated with how the outcome has been in obtaining justice for the heinous crime that 

was committed.  No one has been held responsible for his nearly fatal injuries.  What is 

more concerning is that the perpetrator, the babysitter, deemed by CWS was not placed 

on a Child abuse & neglect registry.  This places more children at risk of harm because 

the perpetrator is still at-large and the public currently does not have access to the 

information of the abuse.   

In today’s society, it is common that both parents need to work full time jobs to 

sustain a living.  More so here in Hawaii where the cost of living is one of the most 

expensive places to live.  With that said, many of your fellow constituents probably utilizes 

some type of child care services.  Some are not as fortunate to have family members that 

are able or capable to stay home to provide that care for their loved ones.  Choosing a 

provider for child care is extremely difficult because we can do our own due diligence to 

research the provider, but the most important thing is, are they known to harm children?  

That’s where we need more reassurance.  SB 2097 provides that for parents by allowing 

parents access to information pertinent in making one of the most crucial decisions as a 

parent. 

 It was difficult to hear that parents continued to utilize the same babysitter where 

the abuse occurred because they had no knowledge of an investigation nor were they 

ever alerted to the incident.  I can’t blame them for being upset, because I would be too.  

Hopefully with the passing of SB 2097, parents can be a little more at ease knowing that 

there is a bill out there to receive information in regards to child abuse/neglect that may 

effect their own child’s well being and safety. 



 The traumatic events that my family and most especially my son has gone through 

over the past years has been daunting.  So many entities have failed my son, Peyton, to 

obtain justice.  We pray that no other family has to ever endure the pain and suffering we 

have gone through and still continue to go through.  Which is why SB 2097 is so important 

to us.  My son’s incident has brought to light many inadequacies in the laws to protect our 

children.  So, if something is broken, let’s fix it.  With that being said, let’s not continue to 

protect the perpetrator.  It’s time we protect the children. 

 I pray that this committee do what is in the best interest of the public and most 

especially the children of Hawaii by passing SB 2097.  Thank you for allowing me to 

submit testimony. 

 

Mahalo, 

Rey Valiente 



Senate Committee on Human Services 
Monday, February 05, 2018 

3:45 pm, Room 016 
 
 
Chair: Senator Josh Green, Vice Chair: Senator Stanley Chang, & Members of the Committee: 

 
RE: Testimony IN SUPPORT of SB 2097, Relating to Child Safety to Increase Disclosure 

of Child Abuse & Neglect Records 
 
My name is     Danette Aquino          and I support SB 2097 because  as a parent, I strongly believe 
that I should have a right to know of any alleged child abuse or neglect in a prospective child 
care home.  I strongly believe that this measure will help ensure that as parents, we choose a safe 
environment for our children.  Disclosure of child abuse and neglect is a necessity in our 
responsibility to keep our children safe and free from harm.   
 
My position on this matter is in my desire for justice for Peyton Valiente.  Peyton sustained 
injuries while in the care of a state licensed child care provider.  The state licensed child care 
provider did not face any criminal charges and continues to provide care for children in our 
community.   
 
In closing, I am in support of SB 2097.  Mahalo for your time and consideration. 
 
 
Danette Aquino 
 
808 203 7354 
 
 
 



Senate Committee on Human Services 

Monday, February 05, 2018 

3:45 pm, Room 016 

 

 

Chair: Senator Josh Green, Vice Chair: Senator Stanley Chang, & Members of the Committee: 

 

RE: Testimony IN SUPPORT of SB 2097, Relating to Child Safety to Increase Disclosure 

of Child Abuse & Neglect Records 

 

 My name is Prescila de Jesus and I fully SUPPORT SB 2097.  Peyton Valiente is my 

precious grandson.  It was heartbreaking to have seen him in the ICU bed fighting for his life 

after he was severely abused at his babysitter’s home.  My grandson is my world and I am sure 

that all other parents and grandparents feel the same way that I feel, which is why I am so 

deeply sadden at the injustice Peyton has received to this very day.  I just can not come to 

terms on how our legal system allowed a perpetrator “off the hook” so to speak.  I worry every 

night and day that another child will be harmed so brutally as Peyton was or even worse 

because of the inadequacies in our governments system.  I have witnessed first hand at how 

devastating this entire experience has been for my daughter Chelsea, my son in law Rey, and 

most especially my precious grandson Peyton.  SB 2097 means so much to our family and we 

are graciously asking that this committee please pass SB 2097 to allow for more transparency.  

Parents should have the right to know about anyone who has harmed children, especially if 

their own children are in their care or are possibly considering placing them in their care. 

 The system has unfortunately failed Peyton and his parents, and I beg you all to help 

prevent the same thing from happening to others.  Let’s allow parents to be able to make 

better informed decisions on child care providers so they can be assured that they are leaving 

their precious children in the hands of someone capable, honest, and most importantly safe.  

May you do what is in the best interest of the children of Hawaii.  Thank you for allowing me to 

submit testimony. 

 

Sincerely, 

Prescila de Jesus 
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