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In consideration of 

SENATE BILL 2077, SENATE DRAFT 1 

RELATING TO WILDLIFE 

 

Senate Bill 2077, Senate Draft 1 proposes to authorize the Department of Land and Natural 

Resources (Department) to enter into the interstate wildlife violator compact or similar 

agreement for mutual assistance in the enforcement of wildlife laws.    The Department 

supports this bill and offers the following comments. 

 

The protection of the wildlife resources of the State is materially affected by the degree of 

compliance with state statutes, laws, regulations, ordinances, and administrative rules relating to 

the management of such resources. Violation of wildlife laws interferes with the management of 

wildlife resources and may endanger the safety of persons and property.  

 

The Wildlife Violator Compact includes a reciprocal recognition of license privilege suspension 

by member states, thus any person whose license privileges are suspended in a member state 

would also be suspended in Hawaii. Wildlife law violators will be held accountable due to the 

fact that their illegal activities in one state can affect their privileges in all participating states. 

This cooperative interstate effort will enhance the State of Hawaii’s ability to protect and 

manage wildlife resources for the benefit of all residents and visitors. 

 

Implementation of the Interstate Wildlife Violator Compact in Hawaii would involve the co-

operation and coordination of three divisions within the Department: Division of Conservation 

and Resources Enforcement, Division of Aquatic Resources, and Division of Forestry and 

Wildlife, as well as input from other stakeholders.  
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A nominal fee of $500.00 annually is necessary to establish and maintain the system. Staff time 

to input or extract data is dependent on the number of qualifying violations. The prior version of 

this measure included a funding provision. While the Department supports continued funding 

support; lack of a funding source should not prevent the passing of this important legislation. 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this measure. 
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To: Honorable Chair Yamane, members of the House Committee on Water and Land 
In Support Of:  SB2077 SD1 

Date:   March 14, 2018, 10:30 a.m. 
Testimony By:  Keith Dane, Hawaii Policy Advisor, The Humane Society of the United States 
 

On behalf of The Humane Society of the United States and our members and supporters across Hawaii, I 

appreciate the opportunity to submit this written testimony in support of SB 2077 SD1, a bill to enter Hawaii into the 

Interstate Wildlife Violator Compact, with amendments. 

The HSUS works to end the worst abuses facing wildlife, including poaching. Poaching—the illegal harming or killing of 

wildlife—is a serious problem across the country. Poachers take animals over the allowable limit or out of season and 

kill animals using prohibited methods. This bill will keep poachers from illegally taking Hawaii’s wildlife and assists with 

the enforcement of wildlife laws. 

The Interstate Wildlife Violator Compact is a nationwide law enforcement network aimed at preventing lawbreakers 

who have lost their hunting, fishing, and/or trapping privileges in one state, due to committing poaching crimes or 

violations, from carrying out those activities in other states. 

Hawaii is one of only two non-member states of the nationwide law enforcement network, along with Massachusetts. As 

a non-member, Hawaii does not benefit from the network that has been helping wildlife agencies increase compliance 

with wildlife laws for 25 years. We must modernize penalties to deter wildlife criminals. 

When a violator has their hunting, fishing, and/or trapping privileges legally suspended in a state that is a member of 

the compact, the suspension may be recognized by all other compact member states.  The violation is treated as if it 

happened in the violator’s home state for purposes of license suspension. 

If a violator fails to comply with a ticket issued in a member state, the issuing state can request the violator's home state 

to immediately suspend the violator's hunting, fishing and trapping privileges in their state until the violator complies 

with the terms of the ticket. 

With that ability, the non-resident violator (if a resident of a Compact state) in many cases can be handled in the same 

manner as a resident violator and released on his or her own recognizance. This saves law enforcement the often 

unnecessary step of taking a non-resident violator to jail and allows them to stay in the field and focus on enforcement.  

It also removes an unnecessary burden on the court system.  

A good example of how the compact punishes poachers is the recent case of an Arizona hunting guide who killed a desert 

bighorn sheep in Utah with a fraudulently obtained big game permit. The hunter rented a home in UT, claiming in-state 

residence to obtain the permit. After killing the bighorn sheep, he was charged with fraud, had to pay $30,000 in 

restitution, and cannot hunt for 10 years in the 48 states participating in the compact. However, he can still hunt in 

Hawaii and Massachusetts. It is critical that we protect our wildlife from people who break the law.  

Poachers jeopardize the livelihood of outdoor recreation outfitter and ecotourism companies and other businesses. 

When poachers illegally take our fish and wildlife, they exploit our natural resources and steal revenue from constituents 

who make a living by selling goods and services that contribute to wildlife recreation and tourism in Hawaii. 

https://ktar.com/story/1916382/arizona-man-cannot-hunt-decade-illegally-killing-bighorn-sheep/


This is a common sense tool to combat poaching which 48 other states participate in and I urge the committee to protect 

our unique tourism and local businesses here in Hawaii by entering our state into the Interstate Wildlife Violator 

Compact.  

We request the following amendments to the bill; a copy of those is attached to this testimony, with deleted language 

stricken and new language highlighted. 

• Create a new Chapter 183E. 
 

• New Jersey is now part of the Compact so amend the number of participating states in Section 1 from 47 to 48. 
 

• Membership in the Compact requires dues of five hundred dollars ($500) per year for maintenance and upgrades to 
the information system that facilitates participation in the Compact, so amend Section 1 to reflect this. 
 

• Remove language regarding acts of omission. 

• Insert the text of the compact, approximately 13 pages in length.  

• Amend language to make it clear that the state is entering into the Compact. 

• Add an enforcement provision for reciprocal recognition of license suspensions to make sure there is a penalty for 
someone who actually engages in hunting, trapping, or fishing in the state, but who has had a license for the same 
activity revoked in another state, and add details about a hearing regarding said suspension. 

• Add a definition at the end of the bill language to clarify that as used in the new chapter, “wildlife” includes aquatic 
species.  

• Include language regarding the Act taking effect 60 days after administrators of the Compact have given notice to 
each participating state that Hawaii’s resolution to join has been received.  

 

The Humane Society of the United States offers to provide funding for any needed training on the details of the 
Compact for Department of Land and Natural Resources, Division of Conservation and Resources 
Enforcement staff.  We request a favorable report on SB2077 SD1, with our proposed amendments. 
 
Keith Dane 
kdane@humanesociety.org  
301-312-1489 
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THE SENATE 

S.B. NO.  
 

TWENTY-NINTH LEGISLATURE, 2018 2077 
S.D.1 

STATE OF HAWAII   
    
  
  
  

A BILL FOR AN ACT 
  
  
RELATING TO WILDLIFE. 

  

  

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF HAWAII: 

  

 SECTION 1. The Interstate Wildlife Violator Compact is a multistate 

agreement that promotes enforcement of hunting, fishing, trapping, and 

other wildlife related regulations across jurisdictions. For example, the 

Interstate Wildlife Violator Compact could prevent wildlife violators who 

have lost their hunting, fishing, trapping, or other wildlife related 

privileges in other member states from obtaining a hunting license in 

Hawaii. Similarly, persons who have been punished with license revocation 

in Hawaii would be unable to avoid this punishment by engaging in those 

activities in another state. The Interstate Wildlife Violator Compact also 

establishes a process by which nonresident wildlife law violators can be 

treated as state residents for purposes of law enforcement, thereby easing 

the administrative burden on the enforcement agency and reducing 

enforcement gaps that may allow the violator to fail to comply with the 

terms of the citation. The legislature finds that reciprocity agreements 

such as the Interstate Wildlife Violator Compact are an important part of 

any law enforcement effort. 

 The Interstate Wildlife Violator Compact is modeled after the 

successful multistate driver license compact and nonresident violator 

compact. Hawaii is party to both compacts. Forty-eight states have passed 

legislation necessary to join the Interstate Wildlife Violator Compact.  

 Membership in the Compact requires dues of five hundred dollars 

($500) per year for maintenance and upgrades to the information system 

that facilitates participation in the Compact. However, access to the 

system is then available for free to member states. Apart from this 

necessary maintenance fee, the legislature finds that existing member 



states to the Interstate Wildlife Violator Compact have reported little to 

no added costs or administrative burdens associated with participating in 

the compact.  

 The purpose of this Act is to allow the department of land and 

natural resources to become a member of the interstate wildlife violator 

compact or similar agreement. 

 

SECTION 2. Title 12, Subtitle 4, Hawaii Revised Statutes, is amended 

by adding a new chapter 183E to read as follows: 

 

 Chapter 183E  Interstate wildlife violator compact. 

“S183D- Interstate wildlife violator compact. (a) The 

department may enter into the interstate wildlife violator 

compact or similar agreement, whether in the form of a 

memorandum of understanding, written agreement, or mutual aid 

compact, with an appropriate state, federal, or foreign entity for 

mutual assistance in the enforcement of hunting, fishinq,and other 

wildlife laws, rules, or regulations in their respective 

jurisdictions. 

(b) Employees of the department who perform an act of 

omission or commission in administering or enforcing the terms or 

conditions of the agreement entered into pursuant to subsection (a), 

if the act is within the course and scope of their employment in 

administering or enforcing the agreement, shall be: 

 (1)Entitled to legal representation for defense of legal 

actions in which they are a named party or of claims 

in which they are implicated; and 

(2)Entitled to indemnification for any damages arising 

from legal actions or claims resulting therefrom. 

(c) The department may adopt rules pursuant to chapter 91 
necessary for enforcement of the agreement entered into pursuant to 

subsection (a)”  

SECTION 3. New statutory material is underscored. 

SECTION 4. This Act shall take effect on July 1, 2018. 

 §183E-1  Interstate wildlife violator compact. 

 

The governor is hereby authorized and directed to execute a compact on 

behalf of the State of Hawaii with any other state or states legally 

joining them in the form substantially as follows: 

 

INTERSTATE WILDLIFE VIOLATOR COMPACT 



 

The Interstate Wildlife Violator Compact is hereby enacted into law and 

entered into with all jurisdictions legally joining therein, in the form 

substantially as follows: 

 

ARTICLE I 

Findings, Declaration of Policy, and Purpose 

 

a. The participating states find that:  

 

(1) Wildlife resources are managed in trust by the respective states for 

the benefit of all residents and visitors.  

 

(2) The protection of the wildlife resources of a state is materially 

affected by the degree of compliance with state statutes, laws, 

regulations, ordinances, and administrative rules relating to the 

management of such resources. 

  

(3) The preservation, protection, management, and restoration of 

wildlife contributes immeasurably to the aesthetic, recreational, and 

economic aspects of such natural resources.  

 

(4) Wildlife resources are valuable without regard to political 

boundaries; therefore, every person should be required to comply with 

wildlife preservation, protection, management, and restoration laws, 

ordinances, and administrative rules and regulations of the 

participating states as a condition precedent to the continuance or 

issuance of any license to hunt, fish, trap, or possess wildlife. 

  

(5) Violation of wildlife laws interferes with the management of 

wildlife resources and may endanger the safety of persons and property.  

 

(6) The mobility of many wildlife law violators necessitates the 

maintenance of channels of communication among the various states.  

 



(7) In most instances, a person who is cited for a wildlife violation in 

a state other than his or her home state is:  

 

(i). Required to post collateral or a bond to secure appearance for a 

trial at a later date;  

 

(ii). Taken into custody until the collateral or bond is posted; or  

 

(iii). Taken directly to court for an immediate appearance.  

 

(8) The purpose of the enforcement practices set forth in paragraph (7) 

is to ensure compliance with the terms of a wildlife citation by the 

cited person who, if permitted to continue on his or her way after 

receiving the citation, could return to his or her home state and 

disregard his or her duty under the terms of the citation.  

 

(9) In most instances, a person receiving a wildlife citation in his or 

her home state is permitted to accept the citation from the officer at 

the scene of the violation and immediately continue on his or her way 

after agreeing or being instructed to comply with the terms of the 

citation.  

 

(10) The practices described in paragraph (7) cause unnecessary 

inconvenience and, at times, a hardship for the person who is unable at 

the time to post collateral, furnish a bond, stand trial, or pay a fine, 

and thus is compelled to remain in custody until some alternative 

arrangement is made.  

 

(11) The enforcement practices described in paragraph (7) consume an 

undue amount of time of law enforcement agencies.  

 

b. It is the policy of the participating states to:  

 

(1) Promote compliance with the statutes, laws, ordinances, regulations, 

and administrative rules relating to the management of wildlife 



resources in their respective states.  

 

(2) Recognize a suspension of the wildlife license privileges of any 

person whose license privileges have been suspended by a participating 

state and treat such suspension as if it had occurred in each respective 

state.  

 

(3) Allow a violator, except as provided in paragraph (b) of Article 

III, to accept a wildlife citation and, without delay, proceed on his or 

her way, whether or not the violator is a resident of the state in which 

the citation was issued, if the violator's home state is party to this 

compact.  

 

(4) Report to the appropriate participating state, as provided in the 

compact manual, any conviction recorded against any person whose home 

state was not the issuing state.  

 

(5) Allow the home state to recognize and treat convictions recorded 

against its residents, which convictions occurred in a participating 

state, as though they had occurred in the home state.  

 

(6) Extend cooperation to its fullest extent among the participating 

states for enforcing compliance with the terms of a wildlife citation 

issued in one participating state to a resident of another participating 

state.  

 

(7) Maximize the effective use of law enforcement personnel and 

information.  

 

(8) Assist court systems in the efficient disposition of wildlife 

violations.  

 

c. The purpose of this compact is to:  

 

(1) Provide a means through which participating states may join in a 



reciprocal program to effectuate the policies enumerated in paragraph 

(b) in a uniform and orderly manner.  

 

(2) Provide for the fair and impartial treatment of wildlife violators 

operating within participating states in recognition of the violator's 

right to due process and the sovereign status of a participating state.  

 

ARTICLE II 

Definitions 

  

As used in this compact, the term:  

 

"Citation" means any summons, complaint, summons and complaint, ticket, 

penalty assessment, or other official document issued to a person by a 

wildlife officer or other peace officer for a wildlife violation which 

contains an order requiring the person to respond. 

  

"Collateral" means any cash or other security deposited to secure an 

appearance for trial in connection with the issuance by a wildlife officer 

or other peace officer of a citation for a wildlife violation. 

  

"Compliance" with respect to a citation means the act of answering a 

citation through an appearance in a court or tribunal, or through the 

payment of fines, costs, and surcharges, if any.  

 

"Conviction" means a conviction that results in suspension or revocation 

of a license, including any court conviction, for any offense related to 

the preservation, protection, management, or restoration of wildlife which 

is prohibited by state statute, law, regulation, ordinance, or 

administrative rule. The term also includes the forfeiture of any bail, 

bond, or other security deposited to secure appearance by a person charged 

with having committed any such offense, the payment of a penalty 

assessment, a plea of nolo contendere, or the imposition of a deferred or 

suspended sentence by the court.  

 



"Court" means a court of law, including magistrate's court and the justice 

of the peace court.  

 

"Home state" means the state of primary residence of a person.  

 

"Issuing state" means the participating state that issues a wildlife 

citation to the violator.  

 

"License" means any license, permit, or other public document that conveys 

to the person to whom it was issued the privilege of pursuing, possessing, 

or taking any wildlife regulated by statute, law, regulation, ordinance, 

or administrative rule of a participating state; any privilege to obtain 

such license, permit, or other public document; or any statutory exemption 

from the requirement to obtain such license, permit, or other public 

document.  

 

"Licensing authority" means the department or division within each 

participating state which is authorized by law to issue or approve 

licenses or permits to hunt, fish, trap, or possess wildlife.  

 

"Participating state" means any state that enacts legislation to become a 

member of this wildlife compact.  

 

"Personal recognizance" means an agreement by a person made at the time of 

issuance of the wildlife citation that such person will comply with the 

terms of the citation.  

 

"State" means any state, territory, or possession of the United States, 

the District of Columbia, the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, the Provinces 

of Canada, and other countries.  

 

"Suspension" means any revocation, denial, or withdrawal of any or all 

license privileges, including the privilege to apply for, purchase, or 

exercise the benefits conferred by any license.  

 



"Terms of the citation" means those conditions and options expressly 

stated upon the citation.  

 

"Wildlife" means all species of animals, including, but not limited to, 

mammals, birds, fish, reptiles, amphibians, mollusks, and crustaceans, 

which are defined as "wildlife" and are protected or otherwise regulated 

by statute, law, regulation, ordinance, or administrative rule in a 

participating state. Species included in the definition of "wildlife" vary 

from state to state and the determination of whether a species is 

"wildlife" for the purposes of this compact shall be based on local law.  

 

"Wildlife law" means any statute, law, regulation, ordinance, or 

administrative rule developed and enacted for the management of wildlife 

resources and the uses thereof.  

 

"Wildlife officer" means any individual authorized by a participating 

state to issue a citation for a wildlife violation.  

 

"Wildlife violation" means any cited violation of a statute, law, 

regulation, ordinance, or administrative rule developed and enacted for 

the management of wildlife resources and the uses thereof.  

 

ARTICLE III 

Procedures for Issuing State 

 

a. When issuing a citation for a wildlife violation, a wildlife officer 

shall issue a citation to any person whose primary residence is in a 

participating state in the same manner as though the person were a 

resident of the issuing state and shall not require such person to post 

collateral to secure appearance, subject to the exceptions noted in 

subsection b, if the officer receives the recognizance of such person that 

he will comply with the terms of the citation.  

 

b. Personal recognizance is acceptable if not prohibited by local law; by 

policy, procedure, or regulation of the issuing agency; or by the compact 



manual and if the violator provides adequate proof of identification to 

the wildlife officer.  

 

c. Upon conviction or failure of a person to comply with the terms of a 

wildlife citation, the appropriate official shall report the conviction or 

failure to comply to the licensing authority of the participating state in 

which the wildlife citation was issued. The report shall be made in 

accordance with procedures specified by the issuing state and must contain 

information as specified in the compact manual as minimum requirements for 

effective processing by the home state.  

 

d. Upon receipt of the report of conviction or noncompliance pursuant to 

subsection c, the licensing authority of the issuing state shall transmit 

to the licensing authority of the home state of the violator the 

information in the form and content prescribed in the compact manual.  

 

ARTICLE IV 

Procedure for Home State 

 

a. Upon receipt of a report from the licensing authority of the issuing 

state reporting the failure of a violator to comply with the terms of a 

citation, the licensing authority of the home state shall notify the 

violator and shall initiate a suspension action in accordance with the 

home state's suspension procedures and shall suspend the violator's 

license privileges until satisfactory evidence of compliance with the 

terms of the wildlife citation has been furnished by the issuing state to 

the home state licensing authority. Due-process safeguards shall be 

accorded.  

 

b. Upon receipt of a report of conviction from the licensing authority of 

the issuing state, the licensing authority of the home state shall enter 

such conviction in its records and shall treat such conviction as though 

it occurred in the home state for purposes of the suspension of license 

privileges.  

 



c. The licensing authority of the home state shall maintain a record of 

actions taken and shall make reports to issuing states as provided in the 

compact manual.  

 

ARTICLE V 

Reciprocal Recognition of Suspension 

 

a. Each participating state may recognize the suspension of license 

privileges of any person by any other participating state as though the 

violation resulting in the suspension had occurred in that state and would 

have been the basis for suspension of license privileges in that state.  

 

b. Each participating state shall communicate suspension information to 

other participating states in the form and content contained in the 

compact manual.  

 

ARTICLE VI 

Applicability of Other Laws 

 

Except as expressly required by provisions of this compact, this compact 

does not affect the right of any participating state to apply any of its 

laws relating to license privileges to any person or circumstance or to 

invalidate or prevent any agreement or other cooperative arrangement 

between a participating state and a nonparticipating state concerning the 

enforcement of wildlife laws.  

 

ARTICLE VII 

Compact Administrator Procedures 

 

a. For the purpose of administering the provisions of this compact and to 

serve as a governing body for the resolution of all matters relating to 

the operation of this compact, a board of compact administrators is 

established. The board shall be composed of one representative from each 

of the participating states to be known as the compact administrator. The 

compact administrator shall be appointed by the head of the licensing 



authority of each participating state and shall serve and be subject to 

removal in accordance with the laws of the state he or she represents. A 

compact administrator may provide for the discharge of his or her duties 

and the performance of his or her functions as a board member by an 

alternate. An alternate is not entitled to serve unless written 

notification of his or her identity has been given to the board.  

 

b. Each member of the board of compact administrators shall be entitled to 

one vote. No action of the board shall be binding unless taken at a 

meeting at which a majority of the total number of the board's votes are 

cast in favor thereof. Action by the board shall be only at a meeting at 

which a majority of the participating states are represented.  

 

c. The board shall elect annually from its membership a chairman and vice 

chairman.  

 

d. The board shall adopt bylaws not inconsistent with the provisions of 

this compact or the laws of a participating state for the conduct of its 

business and shall have the power to amend and rescind its bylaws.  

 

e. The board may accept for any of its purposes and functions under this 

compact any and all donations and grants of moneys, equipment, supplies, 

materials, and services, conditional or otherwise, from any state, the 

United States, or any governmental agency, and may receive, use, and 

dispose of the same.  

 

f. The board may contract with, or accept services or personnel from, any 

governmental or intergovernmental agency, individual, firm, corporation, 

or private nonprofit organization or institution.  

 

g. The board shall formulate all necessary procedures and develop uniform 

forms and documents for administering the provisions of this compact. All 

procedures and forms adopted pursuant to board action shall be contained 

in a compact manual.  

 



ARTICLE VIII 

Entry into Compact and Withdrawal 

 

a. This compact shall become effective at such time as it is adopted in 

substantially similar form by two or more states.  

 

b. 

(1) Entry into the compact shall be made by resolution of ratification 

executed by the authorized officials of the applying state and submitted 

to the chairman of the board.  

 

(2) The resolution shall substantially be in the form and content as 

provided in the compact manual and must include the following:  

 

(i) A citation of the authority from which the state is empowered to 

become a party to this compact;  

 

(ii) An agreement of compliance with the terms and provisions of this 

compact; and  

 

(iii) An agreement that compact entry is with all states 

participating in the compact and with all additional states legally 

becoming a party to the compact.  

 

(2) The effective date of entry shall be specified by the applying 

state, but may not be less than 60 days after notice has been given by 

the chairman of the board of the compact administrators or by the 

secretariat of the board to each participating state that the resolution 

from the applying state has been received. 

 

c. A participating state may withdraw from participation in this compact 

by official written notice to each participating state, but withdrawal 

shall not become effective until 90 days after the notice of withdrawal is 

given. The notice must be directed to the compact administrator of each 

member state. The withdrawal of any state does not affect the validity of 



this compact as to the remaining participating states.  

 

 

 

ARTICLE IX 

Amendments to the Compact 

 

a. This compact may be amended from time to time. Amendments shall be 

presented in resolution form to the chairman of the board of compact 

administrators and shall be initiated by one or more participating states.  

 

b. Adoption of an amendment shall require endorsement by all participating 

states and shall become effective 30 days after the date of the last 

endorsement.  

 

ARTICLE X 

Construction and Severability 

 

This compact shall be liberally construed so as to effectuate the purposes 

stated herein. The provisions of this compact are severable and if any 

phrase, clause, sentence, or provision of this compact is declared to be 

contrary to the constitution of any participating state or of the United 

States, or if the applicability thereof to any government, agency, 

individual, or circumstance is held invalid, the validity of the remainder 

of this compact shall not be affected thereby. If this compact is held 

contrary to the constitution of any participating state, the compact shall 

remain in full force and effect as to the remaining states and in full 

force and effect as to the participating state affected as to all 

severable matters.   

 

 

 

 

§183E-2  Department authorization to effect purposes of compact. 

 



(a) The department shall enforce the interstate wildlife violator compact 

and shall do all things within the department’s jurisdiction that are 

appropriate in order to effectuate the purposes and the intent of the 

compact. 

 

(b) The department is authorized, on behalf of the state, to enter or 

withdraw from the interstate wildlife violator compact pursuant to the 

terms of article VIII of the compact codified pursuant to section 183E-1. 

 

(c) The department is authorized to adopt amendments to the interstate 

wildlife violator compact pursuant to the terms of article IX of the 

compact codified pursuant to section 183E-1. 

 
§183E-3  Reciprocal recognition of license suspensions; suspension of 

privileges for conviction in participating state; penalty. 

 

(a) When the department receives notice of the suspension of a person’s 

hunting, trapping, or fishing privileges by a participating state, the 

department shall determine whether the violation leading to the suspension 

could have led to the forfeiture of privileges under Hawaii law. If the 

department determines that the person’s privileges could have been 

forfeited, the department may suspend the person’s privileges to hunt, 

trap, or fish in this state for the same period as imposed by the 

participating state not to exceed the maximum limits allowed by Hawaii 

law, provided the department has complied with the requirements of section 

183E-5. 

 

(b) When the department receives notice of a conviction of a state 

resident from the licensing authority of the issuing state, the department 

may, if the conviction is final, treat the conviction as if it had 

occurred in Hawaii and shall determine whether the conviction could have 

led to the forfeiture of the resident’s hunting, trapping, or fishing 

privileges under state law. If the department determines that the 

resident’s privileges could have been forfeited, the department may 

suspend the resident’s privileges to hunt, trap, or fish in this state for 



the same period as the issuing state, not to exceed the limit that could 

have been imposed under Hawaii law, provided the department has complied 

with the requirements of section 183E-5. 

 

(c) Notice of the suspension must be sent to the person, who must 

surrender any current Hawaii hunting, trapping, or fishing licenses to the 

department within ten (10) days. 

 

(d) A person whose privileges have been suspended and who hunts, traps, or 

fishes in this state, who applies for or purchases any licenses or permits 

to hunt, trap, or fish in this state, or who refuses to surrender any 

current hunting, trapping, or fishing licenses as required is guilty of a 

misdemeanor. 

 

§183E-4  Suspension of privileges for failure to comply with citation 

issued in participating state; penalty. 

 

(a) The department may suspend the hunting, trapping, or fishing 

privileges of any resident of this state upon notification from the 

licensing authority of an issuing state that the resident has failed to 

comply the terms of a citation issued for a wildlife violation, provided 

the department has complied with the requirements of section 183E-5. The 

suspension remains in effect until the department receives satisfactory 

evidence of compliance from the issuing state. 

 

(b) Notice of the suspension must be sent to the resident, who shall 

surrender all current Hawaii hunting, trapping, or fishing licenses to the 

department within ten (10) days. 

 

(c)A person who hunts, traps, or fishes, who applies for or purchases 

licenses or permits, or who refuses to surrender any current hunting, 

trapping, or fishing licenses in violation of this section is guilty of a 

misdemeanor. 

 

§183E-5  Hearing on suspension. 

 



(a) Prior to suspending the hunting, trapping, or fishing privileges of 

any person under sections 183E-3 or 183E-4, the department shall 

immediately notify the person in writing. The person may, within twenty 

(20) days of the notice, request a hearing before the department on 

whether the requirements for suspension have been met. 

 

(b) Upon request, the department shall set a hearing as early as 

practicable. The requesting person may present evidence and arguments at 

the hearing contesting the suspension. 

 

(c) Following the hearing, the department may, based on the evidence, 

affirm, modify, or rescind the suspension of privileges. 

 

 

 

§183E-6  Wildlife defined. 

 

As used in this chapter, “wildlife” means any nondomesticated member of 

the animal kingdom, including game, whether reared in captivity or not, 

and includes any part, product, egg, or offspring thereof. “Wildlife” 

includes aquatic life as defined in H.R.S. § 183D-1. 

 

 SECTION 3. New statutory material is underscored. 

 

SECTION 4. This Act shall take effect 60 days after administrators of 

the Interstate Wildlife Violator Compact have given notice to each 

participating state that the resolution from the state of Hawaii has been 

received. 

 

  

 

 



 

 

 
Date:   March 12, 2018 
 
To:   Chair Sen. Ryan I. Yamane 

Vice Chair Sen. Chris Todd 
and Members of the Committee on Water and Land  

 
Submitted By:  Stephanie Kendrick, Public Policy Advocate 
   Hawaiian Humane Society, 808-356-2217  
 
RE:   Testimony in support of SB 2077, SD1: Relating to Wildlife 

Wednesday, March 14, 2018, 10:30 a.m., Capitol conference room 325 
 
 
Aloha Chair Yamane, Vice Chair Todd and Committee Members,  

On behalf of the Hawaiian Humane Society, thank you for considering our support for SB 2077, 

SD1, which authorizes the Department of Land and Natural Resources to enter into the 

interstate wildlife violators compact or similar agreement for mutual assistance in the 

enforcement of wildlife laws.  

The Hawaiian Humane Society advocates for the humane treatment of all animals, including 

wildlife.  

Hawaii authorities charged with enforcing wildlife-related regulations should have access to 

information about individuals convicted of violating these rules in other states so they can bar 

them from similar activities in Hawaii. SB 2077, SD1, would bring Hawaii in line with 48 other 

states that have joined together to better enforce protections for wild animals. 

The Humane Society of the United States has shared its requested amendments to SB 2077, 

SD1, with the Hawaiian Humane Society and we support those amendments. 

Please pass SB 2077 with these amendments to strengthen the enforcement of wildlife 

regulations across jurisdictions. 

Mahalo for your consideration and let me know if I can be of assistance. 
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Melodie Aduja 

OCC Legislative 
Priorities Committee, 
Democratic Party of 

Hawai'i 

Support No 

 
 
Comments:  



SB-2077-SD-1 
Submitted on: 3/9/2018 5:57:35 PM 
Testimony for WAL on 3/14/2018 10:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Benton Kealii Pang, 
Ph.D. 

Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  



SB-2077-SD-1 
Submitted on: 3/10/2018 4:03:47 PM 
Testimony for WAL on 3/14/2018 10:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

M. Markl Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

Hello Committee Members And Chair(s): 

Please support this bill now and make every effort with your colleagues to make this into 
law this session.  Why has Hawaii which markets itself as a nature state not done this a 
long time ago and is only one of two states to not have done this yet???  This should be 
a no brainer.  Protect our animals now!   Thank you. 

 



SB-2077-SD-1 
Submitted on: 3/10/2018 5:34:42 PM 
Testimony for WAL on 3/14/2018 10:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Jaunette Itsuno Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

  

Dear Chair Yamane and Members of the Water and Land Committee, 

Thank you for having this hearing of SB2077 SD1 and giving the me that opportunity to 
submit my testimony. I strongly encourage the passing of this bill which will allow us to 
prevent those who are already recognized as violators to wildlife by the forty-eight other 
states who are members of the Interstate Wildlife Violator Compact to commit crimes 
against our precious wildlife. If a person is recognized as a violator in forty-eight other 
states we do not want to allow them to repeat their crimes here that they would find to 
be harder to accomplish almost everywhere else in this country. Let’s save Hawaii from 
the administrative costs and hassles of not being in this important compact and take 
advantage of the already established network which will simultaneously help out the 
other member states to identify violators of wildlife. 

Mahalo, 

Jaunette Itsuno 

 



SB-2077-SD-1 
Submitted on: 3/11/2018 4:42:51 PM 
Testimony for WAL on 3/14/2018 10:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Stephanie McLaughlin Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

Please pass SB2077 SD1 with amendments requested by The Humane Society of the 
United States, especially the amendment to incorporate bill language to clarify that as 
used in this chapter, "wildlife" includes aquatic species, and the amendment to add an 
enforcement provision for reciprocal recognition of license suspensions. Thank you. 
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todd1 - Johnathan
From: STEPHANIE MCLAUGHLIN <smclaughlin808@gmail.com>Sent: Sunday, March 11, 2018 4:25 PMTo: waltestimonySubject: 3-14-18 Support for SB 2077 SD1

Please pass SB2077 SD1 with amendments requested by the Humane Society of the United States, especially the amendment to incorporate bill language to clarify that as used in this chapter, "wildlife" includes aquatic species and the amendment to add an enforcement provision for reciprocal recognition of license suspensions." Thank you.   --  Stephanie McLaughlin "Be the change you wish to see in the world." 
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SB-2077-SD-1 
Submitted on: 3/11/2018 7:25:20 PM 
Testimony for WAL on 3/14/2018 10:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Andrea Nandoskar Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

Please support this bill!  It's crucial that Hawaii become a member of the Interstate 
Wildlife Violators Compact to prevent interstate poaching and other wildlife crimes. 
Passing this bill will also allow DLNR access to a database of wildlife crimes in other 
states which will prevent people who harm wildlife, poach and participate in unlawful 
and cruel acts from obtaining licenses to hunt or fish here in the Islands. 

Mahalo for your consideration. 
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todd1 - Johnathan
From: Judy Mick <ppchawaii@yahoo.com>Sent: Sunday, March 11, 2018 6:34 PMTo: waltestimonySubject: Support 2077 SD1

Aloha, I urge you to support SB 2077 SD1 as a better way to protect wildlife.  Mahalo, Judy 
Mick,Kailua 

todd1
Text Box

todd1
Text Box



1

todd1 - Johnathan
From: Anita Wintner <anitabanana@hawaiiantel.net>Sent: Sunday, March 11, 2018 8:46 PMTo: waltestimonySubject: 3-14-18 Support SB 2077 SD 1

 I support this bill.Anita wIntner Maui Sent from my iPad 
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todd1 - Johnathan
From: amblades@hawaii.rr.comSent: Monday, March 12, 2018 3:53 AMTo: waltestimonySubject: 3-14-18 Support for SB 2077, SD1

Dear Committee,  Please pass SB2077 SD1 with amendments requested by The Humane Society of the United States, especially the amendment to incorporate bill language to clarify that as used in this chapter, “wildlife” includes aquatic species, and the amendment to add an enforcement provision for reciprocal recognition of license suspensions.  Thank you. Sincerely, April Blades Honolulu, HI 96814 
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todd1 - Johnathan
From: Lorraine Garnier <LorraineParis@msn.com>Sent: Monday, March 12, 2018 9:43 AMTo: waltestimonySubject: “3-14-18 Support for SB 2077, SD1”.

Dear Committee on Water and Land, 
  Please help end Wildlife Crimes by supporting SB 2077, SD1”. 
 sincerely, 
 Lorraine Garnier Kailua, Hawai'i 
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todd1 - Johnathan
From: Laurie Pottish <pottishl001@hawaii.rr.com>Sent: Monday, March 12, 2018 10:11 AMTo: waltestimonySubject: 3-14-18 Support for SB 2077, SD1

Aloha:   Please pass SB2077 SD1 with amendments requested by The Humane Society of the United States, especially the amendment to incorporate bill language to clarify that as used in this chapter, “wildlife” includes aquatic species, and the amendment to add an enforcement provision for reciprocal recognition of license suspensions.   Mahalo, Laurie Pottish 2892 Iwalani St. Makawao, Hi 96768 
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SB-2077-SD-1 
Submitted on: 3/13/2018 8:26:22 AM 
Testimony for WAL on 3/14/2018 10:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Frances Pueo Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

SB 2077, SD1: SERIOUSLY!!!! Hawaii is one of only two states in the nation that is 
not a member of the Interstate Wildlife Violators Compact. Shame on us! 

WE NEED DLNR to work with other state wildlife agencies to prevent interstate 
poaching and other wildlife crimes, and allows DOCARE access to a database of 
those who have been convicted of wildlife crimes in other states, and who may 
attempt to obtain a license to hunt or fish in Hawaii.  

Its time that we mandate DLNR accountability to work with all agencies, whether 
within our own state, or with other state agencies throughout the nation and too 
with our territories Guam and Porto Rico. 

  

Frannie Pueo 

(808) 769-1128 
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todd1 - Johnathan
From: diane.kawamoto@gmail.comSent: Tuesday, March 13, 2018 9:10 AMTo: waltestimonySubject: "3-14-18 Support for SB 2077, SDl

Please pass SB2077 SDl with amendments requested by The Humane Society of the United States, especially the amendment to incorporate bill language to clarify that as used in this chapter, "Wildlife" includes aquatic species, and the amendment to add an enforcement provision for reciprocal recognition of license suspension.  Sincerely, Diane Kawamoto  Sent from my T-Mobile 4G LTE device 
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todd1 - Johnathan
From: Mary & Robert <rmkona@hawaiiantel.net>Sent: Tuesday, March 13, 2018 9:50 AMTo: waltestimonySubject: 3-14-18 Support for SB 2077, SD1

Please pass SB2077 SD1 with amendments requested by The Humane Society of the United States, especially the amendment to incorporate bill language to clarify that as used in this chapter, "wildlife" includes aquatic species, and the amendment to add an enforcement provision for reciprocal recognition of license suspensions.  Mahalo for your time and support.  Mary Menacho  
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SB-2077-SD-1 
Submitted on: 3/13/2018 5:59:14 PM 
Testimony for WAL on 3/14/2018 10:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Inga 
West Hawaii Humane 

Society, For the Fishes 
Support Yes 

 
 
Comments:  

Dear Chair Yamane and WAL Members, 

We fully support SB2077 to allow DLNR to become a member state of an important 
enforcement network known as the Interstate Wildlife Violator Compact. 48 states are 
currently members of this Compact.  
The Compact is an agreement between states to gain further compliance with wildlife 
related laws, ordinances, and regulations of participating states, while providing for the 
fair and impartial treatment of wildlife violators. Membership in the Compact is free to 
member states and, according to existing  
member states, has little to no fiscal impact (estimated 10 hours per month of existing 
staff time entering information into the national database).  
Wildlife officials estimate that nationally tens of millions of animals are poached each 
year. Poaching is a serious problem and far more often than not, poaching activity 
remains undetected and poachers go  
unpunished for their crimes. In fact, it is estimated that despite the tireless efforts of 
wildlife protection officers, a mere one to five percent of poachers are ever apprehended 
by law enforcement. Crimes that may be recorded and accessed via the IWVC 
database include but are not limited to the following: Illegal  
take or possession of big game, Illegal take or possession of threatened or endangered 
species, Felony wildlife violations, License violations, fraud, false statement, Waste of 
wildlife, Accumulated wildlife violations, Violations while on revocation, Sale/purchase of 
prohibited wildlife, Illegal take or possession  
of small game or migratory birds and Federal Wildlife Violations.  
Modeled after the equally successful Driver’s License Compact, the Interstate Wildlife 
Violator Compact was first developed back in the early 1990s. If enacted in Hawaii, it 
would prevent wildlife violators who have lost their wildlife related privileges in member 
states from coming to Hawaii to circumvent those 
license revocations. Enacting the compact would also ensure that those who have been 
punished with license revocations for illegal wildlife acts in Hawaii can’t avoid their 
punishment by engaging in those  
activities in another member state.  
Thank you very much for your time and consideration. 

Inga Gibson, Policy Director 
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