
nakamura1
Late





2018%OFFICERS%

PRESIDENT%
DEAN%UCHIDA%
SSFM$INTERNATIONAL,$INC.$
%

PRESIDENT4ELECT%
MARSHALL%HICKOX%
HOMEWORKS$CONSTRUCTION,$INC.$
%

VICE%PRESIDENT%
DWIGHT%MITSUNAGA%
DM$PACIFIC,$INC.$
%

SECRETARY%
CHRIS%CHEUNG%
CC$ENGINEERING$&$CONSTRUCTION,$INC.$
%

TREASURER%
BRIAN%MOORE%
CENTRAL$PACIFIC$BANK$
%

SPECIAL%APPOINTEE4BUILDER%
GREG%THIELEN%
COMPLETE$CONSTRUCTION$SERVICES$CORP.$
$

SPECIAL%APPOINTEE4BUILDER$
MARK%KENNEDY$
HASEKO$CONSTRUCTION$MANAGEMENT$$
GROUP,$INC.$
$

SPECIAL%APPOINTEE4ASSOCIATE$
CRAIG%WASHOFSKY$
SERVCO$HOME$&$APPLIANCE$DISTRIBUTION$
$

IMMEDIATE%PAST%PRESIDENT$
EVAN%FUJIMOTO%
GRAHAM$BUILDERS,$INC.$
$

CHIEF%EXECUTIVE%OFFICER$
GLADYS%MARRONE$
BIA:HAWAII$
$

2018%DIRECTORS%
$

KAREN%BERRY$
TRADE$PUBLISHING$COMPANY$
$
DARCY%ENDO4OMOTO$
HAWAIIAN$ELECTRIC$COMPANIES$
$

MARK%HERTEL$
INTER:ISLAND$SOLAR$SUPPLY,$
OAHU:MAUI:HAWAII:KAUI$
$

BRENTON%LIU$
DESIGN$TRENDS$CONSTRUCTION,$INC.$
$

SARAH%LOVE$
BAYS$LUNG$ROSE$&$HOLMA$
$

BEAU%NOBMANN$
HPM$BUILDING$
$

GARY%OKIMOTO$
HONOLULU$WOOD$TREATING$
%

JORDAN%OKIMURA$
BROOKFIELD$HOMES$HAWAII,$LTD$
$

JACKSON%PARKER$
D.R.$HORTON,$SCHULER$DIVISION$
$

ALAN%TWU$
HK$CONSTRUCTION$CORP.$
%

DARYL%TAKAMIYA$
CASTLE$&$COOKE$HOMES$
$

PAUL%D.%SILEN$
HAWAIIAN$DREDGING$
CONSTRUCTION$CO.$INC.$
$

ADDRESS:$
94:487$AKOKI$STREET$SUITE$213$$
WAIPAHU,$HAWAII$96797$
$

P$808.847.4666$
F$808.440.1198$

!
!

Testimony*to*the*House*Committee*on*Housing*
Tuesday,*February*13,*2018*

10:15*AM*
State*Capitol,*Conference*Room*423*

*
RE:* HCR*4,*REQUESTING*THE*FORMATION*OF*A*TASK*FORCE*TO*

STUDY*THE*ISSUE*OF*RESIDENTIAL*AUTOMATIC*FIRE*
SPRINKLER*SYSTEM*COSTS*FOR*NEW*ONES*AND*TWOSFAMILY*
DWELLINGS*

!
Chair!Brower,!Vice!Chair!Nakamura,!and!members!of!the!committee:!
!
My!name!is!Gladys!Quinto>Marrone,!CEO!of!the!Building!Industry!Association!of!
Hawaii!(BIA>Hawaii).!!Chartered!in!1955,!the!Building!Industry!Association!of!
Hawaii!is!a!professional!trade!organization!affiliated!with!the!National!Association!
of!Home!Builders,!representing!the!building!industry!and!its!associates.!BIA>
Hawaii!takes!a!leadership!role!in!unifying!and!promoting!the!interests!of!the!
industry!to!enhance!the!quality!of!life!for!the!people!of!Hawaii.!!
! !
BIA>Hawaii!is!in!opposition!to!HCR!4,!which!proposes!to!convene!a!task!force!
to!study!the!costs!of!installing!automatic!fire!sprinkler!systems!in!new!one>!and!
two>family!dwellings.!
!
This!creates!another!task!force!to!study!sprinklers!in!new!one>!and!two>family!
dwellings.!The!State!Building!Code!Council!prepared!a!similar!report!in!2013!
(attached),!which!found!that!the!cost!to!install!automatic!fire!sprinklers!are!
prohibitive,!especially!for!homes!in!Hawaii.!Costs!vary!by!County,!but!ranges!
from!about!$24,000!on!Oahu!to!upwards!of!$75,000!on!Maui.!We!believe!
homeowners!should!have!a!choice!and!not!be!required!to!have!an!automatic!fire!
sprinkler!system!installed!in!their!new!home.!
!
Fire!sprinklers!should!be!an!option,!not!a!mandate.!In!addition,!today’s!hard>
wired!smoke!alarms,!coupled!with!recent!advances!in!building!science!and!in!the!
building!codes!themselves!–!make!new!homes!safer!than!ever!before,!resulting!
in!a!50%!drop!in!home!structure!fires!between!1980!and!2011!and!amidst!a!
large!population!growth.!
!
Currently,!only!the!States!of!Maryland,!California,!and!the!District!of!Columbia!
have!adopted!codes!that!require!fire!sprinklers!in!all!new!one!and!two!family!
dwellings.!None!of!the!other!48!States!have!mandated!the!installation!of!
automatic!fire!sprinklers!in!new!one!and!two!family!dwellings.!
!
As!we!are!all!aware,!we!are!in!a!“Housing!Crisis”!in!Hawaii.!Mandating!the!
installation!of!automatic!fire!sprinkler!systems!in!all!new!one>!and!two>family!
dwellings!WILL*NOT!keep!new!homes!affordable!for!Hawaii’s!families.!BIA>
Hawaii!is!not!against!fire!sprinklers,!just!the!mandating!of!them.!
!
We!are!in*opposition!to!HCR!4,!and!appreciate!the!opportunity!to!express!our!
views!on!this!matter.!
!
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AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS

February 13, 2018

Honorable Tom Brower, Chair
House Committee on Housing

Re: House Concurrent Resolution 4

REQUESTING THE FORMATION OF A TASK FORCE TO STUDY THE ISSUE 
OF RESIDENTIAL AUTOMATIC FIRE SPRINKLER SYSTEM COSTS FOR NEW 
ONE- AND TWO-FAMILY DWELLINGS. 

Dear Chair Brower and Members of the Committee,

My name is Daniel Chun Government Affairs Commissioner of the 
American Institute of Architects Hawaii State Council (AIA) SUPPORTING THE 
INTENT of HCR4. AIA is designated a member of the Task Force and architects 
are willing to serve. 

HCR 4 cites many statistics and calls for "comparative analysis of the 
varying county costs to install automatic fire sprinklers."  AIA believes the Task 
Force would be more useful if it additionally reported on the following:

1. Are there savings on property insurance premiums for houses so 
equipped? As designers of houses, architects do not know how much our 
clients might save if we designed houses with fire sprinkling. The 
insurance industry has not been forthcoming on any such savings.

2. What percentage of  jurisdictions in the United States require automatic 
fire sprinklering of one and two-family houses for a building permit to be 
issued? And where are these located in the country?

3. Do some jurisdictions require fire sprinkling in higher hazard areas such 
as rural areas with heavy brush cover or distance to community-based  
fire protection services like fire station? Logically high hazard areas 
would require more fire protection like automatic sprinkling. But Hawaii is 
somewhat unique in that the greater the distance to community fire 
protection such as fire station, the more likely the homeowner has great 
difficulty affording even the most basic shelter.

4. Do extra large houses pose more hazard and thus should be fire 
sprinklered? Currently no county building code limits the size of 
combustible single family houses. Only county zoning code governs size.

Thank you for the opportunity to SUPPORT THE INTENT of HCR 4. 
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OPPOSE this completely UNNECESSARY HB 2467.



HCR-4 
Submitted on: 2/13/2018 8:31:15 AM 
Testimony for HSG on 2/13/2018 10:15:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Peter Lee Hawaii LECET Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

Hawaii LECET opposes HCR4. 
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