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TESTIMONY ON HOUSE BILL NO. 2680, RELATING TO EDUCATION. 
 
TO THE HONORABLE JUSTIN H. WOODSON, CHAIR, AND MEMBERS OF THE 
COMMITTEE: 
 
 The Department of Commerce and Consumer Affairs (“DCCA” or “Department”) 

appreciates the opportunity to testify on H.B. 2680, Relating to Education.  My name is 

Catherine Awakuni Colón, and I am the Director of the Department (“Director”).  DCCA 

respectfully opposes this bill for the following reasons. 

 H.B. 2680 places the licensure, operation, and supervision of private schools 

under the Department, requires any person desiring to establish a private school in the 

State to apply in writing to the Department for a permit, and requires the Department to 

promulgate rules to effectuate the proposed chapter.    
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The Department understands that public and charter schools are licensed by the 

Department of Education, and private schools are licensed by the Hawaii Council of 

Private Schools (“HCPS”), a subsidiary of the Hawaii Association of Independent 

Schools (“HAIS”).  Pursuant to Act 188 (1995), certain amendments were made to the 

education laws that resulted in private school governance through HAIS and licensure 

through HCPS.  Since assuming responsibility for licensure and accreditation, HAIS and 

HCPS have established standards for licensure that ensure private schools meet certain 

levels of educational quality.  A copy of the February 2014 edition of the Standards and 

Procedures for the Approval of Hawaii Private Schools is available on the HAIS website 

at:  

http://www.hais.org/uploads/file/922Standards%20and%20Procedures%20Handbook_2

014(1).pdf.  As of January 2018, eighty private schools are listed on the HAIS website 

as licensed through HCPS:  

http://www.hais.us/p/424123_Full_List_of_Licensed_Schools_.asp.  HAIS and HCPS 

are well-established as the regulatory bodies for private schools in Hawaii, and HAIS is 

referenced in several statutes as an oversight agency for private schools.  See Hawaii 

Revised Statutes (“HRS”) sections 9-3(9), 291C-3(c), 302A-1802, and 302L-1.6.   

 Given HAIS’ and HCPS’ current role in private K-12 oversight, establishing a 

replacement regulatory scheme in the Department is unnecessary and ill-advised.  The 

Department understands this bill intends to close a loophole that currently allows 

unlicensed schools to provide K-12 education.  The Department respectfully suggests 

that less costly alternatives are available to address this problem.  For example, the 

compulsory attendance statute, HRS section 302A-1132, could be revised by adding a 
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new subsection that adds the following definition: “(d)  The term “private school,” for 

purposes of this section, means an educational institution that is licensed or accredited 

by the Hawaii Association of Independent Schools, the Hawaii Council of Private 

Schools, or the Western Association of Schools and Colleges.”  

 Alternatively, if licensure within the Department is the preferred means of 

regulation, the Department requests that the Legislative Auditor conduct a sunrise 

analysis, pursuant to HRS section 26H-6, through a concurrent resolution.  This 

analysis should set forth the probable effects of the proposed regulatory measure and 

assess whether its enactment is consistent with the policies set forth in HRS section 

26H-2, as well as alternative forms of regulation.    

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this measure.  I am happy to answer 

any questions the Committee may have.  
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TO:  The Honorable Justin Woodson, Chair 

The Honorable Sam Kong, Vice Chair 
House Committee on Education 

 
FROM:  Edna L. Hussey, Chair 
  Hawaii Council of Private Schools 
 
RE:  HB 2680 - RELATING TO EDUCATION 
  In Support with amendments 
  
DATE:  Wednesday, January 31, 2018 
  2:05 pm, Conference Room 309 
 
Aloha Chair Woodson, Vice Chair Kong, and Members of the Committee: 
 
The Hawaii Council of Private Schools, LLC, is a subsidiary of the Hawaii Association of Independent 

Schools. In 1995, Act 188 deregulated HDOEʻs licensing of Hawaii private schools. 

In a 1998 memorandum of agreement between HDOE and HAIS, HCPS was formed by HAIS to license 

Hawaii private schools and to ensure that transcripts and credits earned at HCPS-licensed schools would 

continue to be recognized and accepted as valid.  

 

The Hawaii Council of Private Schools (HCPS, LLC) supports HB 2680 with amendments. There are 

approximately 80 licensed private schools among nearly 150 schools in Hawaii operating as educational -

programs. An HCPS-licensed school must meet established licensing criteria, which address safety and 

health, a viable educational program, facilities, governance, administration, faculty/staff, admissions, 

and finances. A school must be re-licensed upon the expiration of term of license.  

 
We support the intent of the bill but do not wish to burden the departments with conducting licensure 

of private schools.  We currently have a robust and comprehensive system in place — the Hawaii Council 

of Private Schools — that allows our industry to self-license.  What is worrisome in our state is that there 

are no laws that hold unlicensed private schools to our industry standards.  We believe all parents 

should have assurances, including those who choose to send their children to private schools, that those 

schools provide a safe environment for all children to learn.  Thus, we are requesting the bill to be 

amended to require licensure of all private schools through a recognized entity of the state. 

For these reasons, the Hawaii Council of Private Schools, in conjunction with the Hawaii Association of 

Independent Schools, asks the committee to amend the measure, for the safety and well being of all 

students in private schools.  
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