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Fiscal Implications:  The Department of Health appreciates the intent of H.B. 2498, but defers 1 

to the Governor’s Supplemental Budget Request for appropriations priorities. 2 

Department Testimony:  The Department of Health (DOH) offers comments on H.B. 2498.  3 

While zoonotic diseases are one of many infectious disease concerns and a public health 4 

veterinary epidemiologist would be helpful, the Department has built a strong partnership with 5 

our colleagues at the Department of Agriculture.  The State Epidemiologist routinely consults 6 

with and refers to the State Veterinarian on animal concerns which impact human health and vice 7 

versa.  Staff from both state agencies have attended trainings and exercises together regarding 8 

public health investigations and emergency response, and readily provide recommendations and 9 

assistance in their respective areas of expertise as needed. 10 

The responsibilities of the former veterinary medical officer have been assumed by others, 11 

specifically epidemiologists, in DOH, and some responsibilities have been adapted based on 12 

feedback from partners.  For example, the Epi Bulletin has been modified to provide timely and 13 

succinct information on important topics such as mumps, flu, norovirus, and rat lungworm 14 

disease to public health and healthcare partners on a quarterly basis with current and past issues 15 

posted online (http://health.hawaii.gov/docd/for-healthcare-providers/epi-bulletin/). 16 

A quality public health veterinary epidemiologist, while beneficial to our mission, would require 17 

a considerable investment.  Comments received by DOH from public health veterinarians in 18 

other states and at the federal level as well as the then president of the National Association of 19 
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Public Health Veterinarians when DOH last attempted to recruit for the position indicated that 1 

the salary level was well below expected.  A 2016 American Veterinary Medical Association 2 

Report on the Market for Veterinarians found that compensation in the range of $110,000 to 3 

$120,000 per year would be required for an average career satisfaction rating level 4 

(http://www.aavmc.org/data/files/Annual%20Reports/V3_ECON_2016_Report3_MketVet_06145 

16.pdf ).  Appropriation of adequate funding to provide a competitive salary would be essential 6 

to recruiting and maintaining a qualified individual in this position. 7 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify. 8 
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BIOGRAPHICAL DATA: 

EDUCATION: 

1981-1984 

1975-1977 

1966-1970 

1961-1966 

Place of Birth: Honolulu, Hawaii 
Marital Status: Married, one child 

University of Hawaii; Honolulu, Hawaii. Master 
of Public Health (Epidemiology), December, 1984. 

Lutheran Bible Institute of Seattle; Seattle, 
Washington. Bachelor of Science (Biblical 
Studies), May, 1977. 

University of California at Davis, California. 
Doctor of Veterinary Medicine, June, 1970. 

University of Hawaii; Honolulu, Hawaii. 
Bachelor of Arts (Zoology), January, 1966. 

EMPLOYMENT EXPERIENCE: 

1982-1985; 
1987-present. 

1986 

State Public Health Veterinarian (Veterinary Medical Officer III) Hawaii 
Department of health. Practice of Infectious Disease Epidemiology and 
Public Health (Disease Surveillance, Investigation, and Health Education). 
Diseases responsible for included leptospirosis, rabies, murine typhus, 
ciguatera poisoning and salmonellosis. Also research and administration on 
zoonotic diseases including: 1) Administering a Leptospirosis Surveillance 
and Research Grant ($75,000 annually) for 7 years, directly supervising 2 
people - an investigator and clerk-typist, while indirectly supervising 9 others 
during a major research effort); 2) Administering a two year Rabies 
Serosurvey grant ($130,000), supervising another veterinarian, and was 
responsible for initiating, and 3) Administering since 1987 an ongoing 
community-based Leptospirosis Ad-Hoc Advisory Committee, comprised of 
up to 25 members. Also edited two bimonthly newsletters; one to 
veterinarians and one to physicians. 
Veterinary Medical Officer; United States Department of 
Agriculture. Port, quarantine and animal welfare inspections. 
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OTHER SKILLS: 
Use of a personal computer and Harvard Graphics, Word Perfect, Word, Excel and Dbase III+ 
software. 

l 



HB-2498 
Submitted on: 2/7/2018 6:27:18 PM 
Testimony for HHS on 2/8/2018 9:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Dale Sandlin 
Hawaii Cattlemens 

Council 
Support Yes 

 
 
Comments:  

kobayashi2
Late



HB-2498 
Submitted on: 2/5/2018 8:23:36 PM 
Testimony for HHS on 2/8/2018 9:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Joy Marshall  Support No 

 
 
Comments:  


	HB-2498
	HB-2498_Virginia Pressler, M.D., Director of Health
	HB-2498_Richard P. Creagan
	HB-2498_Dale Sandlin
	HB-2498_Joy Marshall


