


 

 

 

 
 

STATE OF HAWAII 
STATE COUNCIL  

ON DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES 
1010 Richards Street, Room 122 

HONOLULU, HAWAII  96813 
TELEPHONE: (808) 586-8100    FAX: (808) 586-7543 

 

February 08, 2018 
 
The Honorable John M. Mizuno, Chair  
House Committee on Health and Human Services 
Twenty-Ninth Legislature 
State Capitol  
State of Hawaii 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 
 
Dear Representative Mizuno and Members of the Committee: 

 
SUBJECT: HB 2152 – Relating to Human Services 
 
The State Council on Developmental Disabilities (DD) SUPPORTS HB 2152.  

The purpose of the bill is to appropriate funds to Department of Human Services (DHS) 
to restore basic adult dental benefits to Medicaid enrollees.  Requires DHS to obtain the 
maximum federal matching funds available for this expenditure.  

 
The Council cannot emphasize enough the importance of dental care services 

that include preventive, restorative, prosthetic, and emergency services for people with 
DD.  We are all aware of how oral health, or the lack thereof, affects all aspects 
(emotional, psychological, and social) of our lives.  Numerous individuals can share with 
you their experience of having a tooth or teeth extracted or acquiring serious health 
problems because necessary dental services were not available due to the termination 
of Medicaid adult dental benefit coverage in 1996.  Compounding the challenges is the 
limited number of dentists on the Neighbor Islands who are available and willing to 
serve Medicaid enrollees   

 
We applaud the Legislature’s initiative in restoring basic adult dental benefits 

through HB 2152. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony in support of HB 2152. 

 
 Sincerely, 

                
 Daintry Bartoldus    
 Executive Administrator     
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DAVID Y. IGE 
  GOVERNOR 
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PANKAJ BHANOT 
DIRECTOR 

 
 

CATHY BETTS 
DEPUTY DIRECTOR 

 
 
 
 
 

TO:   The Honorable Representative John Mizuno, Chair 
   House Committee on Health and Human Services   
 
FROM:   Pankaj Bhanot, Director 
 
SUBJECT:  HB2152 - RELATING TO HUMAN SERVICES 
 
   Hearing:   Friday, February 9, 2018; 8:30 a.m. 
     Conference Room 329, State Capitol 
 
 DEPARTMENT’S POSITION:  The Department of Human Services (DHS) appreciates the 

intent of this measure and offers comments on this bill. 

 PURPOSE:  The purpose of the bill is appropriate funds to the DHS to restore basic adult 

dental benefits to Medicaid enrollees.  Requires the DHS to obtain the maximum federal matching 

funds available for the expenditure.  

DHS appreciates and supports the restoration of a basic oral health benefit for adult 

Medicaid and QUEST Integration recipients.  The current limited benefit of emergency-only coverage 

does not support the goals of whole person care.  Additionally the inability of recipients to access 

preventive oral health care can have a negative impact on a person’s health, especially for 

individuals with chronic diseases. 

DHS respectfully requests that the Legislature support the funding priority for adult dental 

services included in the Governor’s supplemental budget request.  DHS has requested $4,704,480 in 

general funds and $7,056,720 in federal funds for fiscal year 2019 for restoration of adult dental 

benefits.  Appropriation through the budget will support the program's continuity. 

 Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on this measure. 



        DAVID Y. IGE 
       GOVERNOR OF HAWAII 

 

 

VIRGINIA PRESSLER, M.D. 
DIRECTOR OF HEALTH 

 STATE OF HAWAII 
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH 

P. O. Box 3378 
Honolulu, HI  96801-3378 

doh.testimony@doh.hawaii.gov 

 

 

 
 

 Testimony COMMENTING on H.B. 2152 

RELATING TO HUMAN SERVICES 

REPRESENTATIVE JOHN M. MIZUNO, CHAIR 

HOUSE COMMITTEE ON HUMAN SERVICES 

Hearing Date: February 9, 2018 Room Number:      329 
 

Fiscal Implications:  None to the Department. The Department defers to the Department of 1 

Human Services on program and fiscal implications of H.B. 2152. 2 

Department Testimony:  The Department of Health appreciates the intent of this bill and offers 3 

comments on H.B. 2152. The Department of Health 2015 Hawaii Oral Health: Key Findings 4 

report identified expanding Medicaid dental services for adults beyond the limited benefits for 5 

emergency and palliative care as one of eight strategies to improve oral health. 6 

The 2016 Hawaii Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System data shows that 71.6% of 7 

adults in Hawaii visited a dentist in the past year. However, only 47.9% of low income adults 8 

had a dental visit. The 2014 Hawaii Pregnancy Risk Assessment Monitoring System data shows 9 

less than half of pregnant women (46.9%) see a dentist for teeth cleaning although national 10 

health recommendations state dental visits are safe and important to prevent dental problems for 11 

mothers and their developing babies.  Low-income pregnant women have even lower estimates 12 

for teeth cleaning (34.9%). 13 

Nationally, several states have shown a lack of regular dental care drives up health care 14 

costs by examining emergency department data.  Without access to preventive and treatment 15 

services, many residents seek care at hospital emergency departments for dental problems 16 

although dental services are not available there.  In January 2017, the Hawaii Health Information 17 

Corporation (HHIC) reported that there were nearly 3,000 emergency department (ED) visits by 18 

children and adults in Hawaii over a one-year period (2015-2016) for preventable dental 19 
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problems, representing more than $17.3 million dollars in hospital charges by both state, federal 1 

and private providers.   2 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this bill. 3 
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February 9, 2018 at 8:30 AM 
Conference Room 329 
 
House Committee on Health and Human Services 
 
To: Chair John M. Mizuno 
 Vice Chair Bertrand Kobayashi 
 
From: Paige Heckathorn 
 Senior Manager, Legislative Affairs 
 Healthcare Association of Hawaii 
 
Re: Testimony in Support 

HB 2152, Relating to Human Services 
 
The Healthcare Association of Hawaii (HAH), established in 1939, serves as the leading voice of 
healthcare on behalf of 170 member organizations who represent almost every aspect of the health 
care continuum in Hawaii.   Members include acute care hospitals, skilled nursing facilities, home 
health agencies, hospices, assisted living facilities and durable medical equipment suppliers.  In 
addition to providing access to appropriate, affordable, high quality care to all of Hawaii’s residents, 
our members contribute significantly to Hawaii’s economy by employing over 20,000 people statewide. 
 
We would like to thank the committee for the opportunity to support HB 2152, which would restore 
basic adult dental benefits to Medicaid patients.  Having and maintaining good oral health enables 
individuals to live healthier, more productive lives.  A report released by the Department of Health 
titled Hawaii Oral Health: Key Findings reveals that there are disparities in access to basic and routine 
dental treatment for underserved individuals.  According to the report, low-income residents in the 
state were more likely to have dental problems and less likely to seek care to resolve those issues than 
their counterparts.  Restoring the dental benefit in the Medicaid program will help to increase access 
to needed preventive and dental services that can help to bridge this gap in care. 
 
Addressing dental issues early is also beneficial for the health care system, since many individuals turn 
to emergency room care to seek treatment.  According to the department’s report, there were more 
than 3,000 emergency room visits due to preventable dental problems in 2012.  Expanding access to 
and encouraging the use of preventive dental treatments and oral health services could help to lower 
the number of visits, saving the system from costly treatments.  Thank you for your consideration of 
this matter.  





	

Date:  February 8, 2018 

To:  The Honorable John M. Mizuno, Chair 
 The Honorable Bertrand Kobayashi, Vice Chair 
 Members of the House Committee on Health & Human Services 

From: Jessica Yamauchi, Executive Director, Hawai‘i Public Health Institute 

Re:  Strong Support for HB 2152, Relating to Human Services 

Hrg: February 9, 2018 at 8:30 am at Capitol Room 329 
 

Thank you for the opportunity to offer testimony in strong support of HB 2152, Relating to 
Human Services, which would restore basic adult dental benefits to Medicaid enrollees. 

The Hawai‘i Public Health Institute (HIPHI) supports and promotes policy efforts to create a 
healthy Hawai‘i.  HIPHI weaves silos into working relationships as an effective network, ensuring 
that we come together across sectors to advance collaboration and innovation in public health and 
work towards making Hawai‘i the healthiest place to live. 

HB 2152 appropriates funds to the DHS to restore basic adult dental benefits to Medicaid and 
QUEST integration enrollees.  Oral health in our state is a public health crisis, with Hawaii 
receiving a failing grade of “F” in three recent oral health report card released by The Pew Center 
for the States.  Restoring basic adult dental benefits would help to address this crisis.  In addition, a 
2015 Department of Health report entitled Hawaii Oral Health: Key Findings revealed the  a 
shortfall in the area of dental benefits, including: 

• Only 52% of low-income adults in Hawai‘i saw a dentist, compared to 82% of high-income 
adults. 
 

• 51% of low-income adults lost teeth due to dental disease, compared to only 32% of high-
income adults. 
 

• In 2012, there were more than 3,000 emergency room visits due to preventable dental 
problems, 67% more than in 2006. As a result, aggregate hospital charges for dental 
emergency visits were $8,500,000 compared to $4.000.000 in 2006. 

Medicaid does not provide any preventive oral healthcare for adults, only emergency dental 
(extraction or pain management).  Adult Medicaid enrollees have no coverage for preventive or 
routine dental care, and this lack of access has a negative impact on one’s health, especially for 
individuals with chronic diseases such as coronary disease and diabetes.  In addition, because of 



the lack of coverage, many low-income adults only seek dental care for acute conditions that have 
been allowed to reach a crisis stage. 

HIPHI defers to the State Department of Human Services on the estimates to restore basic adult 
dental benefits.  We strongly support the restoration of these benefits. 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony. 

	

Jessica Yamauchi, MA 
Executive Director 
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February 9, 2018 
8:30 a.m. 
Conference Room 329 
 
 
The Honorable John M. Mizuno, Chair 
The Honorable Bertrand Kobayashi, Vice Chair 
House Committee on Health and Human Services 
 
 
Re: HB2152 Relating to Human Services 
 
 
AlohaCare is in strong support of HB2152, which appropriates funds to DHS to restore 
basic adult dental benefits to Medicaid enrollees and requires DHS to obtain the 
maximum federal matching funds available for this expenditure. 
 
AlohaCare is a non-profit, Hawaii based health plan founded in 1994 by Hawaii’s 
community health centers. We serve Medicaid and Medicare Special Needs 
beneficiaries in all counties. 
 
Adult Medicaid enrollees currently do not receive preventive or routine dental care and 
are offered a limited benefit of extractions and emergency-only coverage. AlohaCare 
believes that restoring the basic adult dental benefits will help to reduce health care 
costs. The provision of this benefit is an investment that prevents more costly care in 
the long-term. 
 
Studies have increasingly shown the direct correlation between oral health and overall 
health and wellness. Poor oral health can be linked to chronic diseases such as 
diabetes and cardiovascular disease. According to the Department of Health 2015 
“Hawaii Oral Health: Key Findings” report, low income adults and pregnant women are 
less likely to visit a dentist. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this measure.  
 
 



HB-2152 
Submitted on: 2/8/2018 12:36:39 PM 
Testimony for HHS on 2/9/2018 8:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Diana Shaw 
Lanai Community 

Health Center 
Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Kakou - HB 2152 appropriates funds to the DHS to restore basic adult dental 
benefits to Medicaid and QUEST integration enrollees. Oral health in our state is a 
public health crisis, with Hawaii receiving a failing grade of “F” in three recent oral health 
report card released by The Pew Center for the States. Restoring basic adult dental 
benefits would help to address this crisis. In addition, a 2015 Department of Health 
report entitled Hawaii Oral Health: Key Findings revealed the a shortfall in the area of 
dental benefits, including: 

• Only 52% of low-income adults in Hawai‘i saw a dentist, compared to 82% of high-
income adults. 

• 51% of low-income adults lost teeth due to dental disease, compared to only 32% of 
high-income adults. 

• In 2012, there were more than 3,000 emergency room visits due to preventable dental 
problems, 67% more than in 2006. As a result, aggregate hospital charges for dental 
emergency visits were $8,500,000 compared to $4.000.000 in 2006. 

Medicaid does not provide any preventive oral healthcare for adults, only emergency 
dental (extraction or pain management). Adult Medicaid enrollees have no coverage for 
preventive or routine dental care, and this lack of access has a negative impact on 
one’s health, especially for individuals with chronic diseases such as coronary disease 
and diabetes. In addition, because of the lack of coverage, many low-income adults only 
seek dental care for acute conditions that have been allowed to reach a crisis stage. 

Oral Health is critical to the overall health of all individuals -- I strongly support this bill 
and ask that you also support and fund it.  Mahalo, Salamat, Diana M V Shaw, PhD, 
MPH, MBA, FACMPE, Executive Director, Lanai Community Health Center 
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February 8, 2018 
 

  

COMMITTEE ON HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES  

Rep. John M. Mizuno, Chair 

Rep. Bertrand Kobayashi, Vice Chair 

 

Testimony in Support of HB 2152 
Relating to Oral Health 

 

Friday February 9, 2018 8:30 AM Room 329 

 

Ho`ola Lahui Hawaii the only Federally Qualified Health Center and Native Hawaiian 

Health Care System on Kauai is strongly SUPPORTING this bill to restore adult dental 

benefits for those on Medicaid. 

 

Dental care is vital to the over health of individuals. Nearly 50% of all adults aged 30 or 

older have some form of gum disease according to the Centers for Disease Control and 

Prevention and adult cavities is on the rise. Around 90% of all adults have had a cavity 

and 1 in 4 adults have untreated cavities.   

 

It is vital to support the dental benefit restoration to Medicaid for those who are most in 

need.  Prevention will save millions of dollars in restorative care services in the long 

term. 

 

If patients are not in pain, they can eat healthier and have a more positive outlook they 

are more likely to gain employment and be more productive.  Since 2009 when this 

benefit was removed, we have witnessed increasing numbers of individuals who are in 

dire need of care. 

 

This is the single most important bill currently in the legislature to our patients. We 

strongly encourage the committee to pass this bill and restore benefits to those most in 

need. 

 

 

Respectfully Requested, 

 

 

David Peters 

Chief Executive Officer 

 

http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/committeepage.aspx?comm=HHS&year=2018


HB-2152 
Submitted on: 2/8/2018 12:53:45 PM 
Testimony for HHS on 2/9/2018 8:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Joseph Kohn MD 
We Are One, Inc. - 

www.WeAreOne.cc - 
WAO 

Support No 

 
 
Comments:  



HB-2152 
Submitted on: 2/8/2018 12:58:25 PM 
Testimony for HHS on 2/9/2018 8:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

James Kilgore Full Life Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

Dear Chair Mizuno, Vice Chair Kobayashi and the Committee on Health and Human 
Services, 

My name is Jim Kilgore and I am the Executive Director at Full Life. Full Life is a Hawai'i 
Island non-profit organization working to assist in the empowerment of people with 
disabilities and their families to live self-determined lives. 

I support HB2152 being heard on Feburary 9, 2018 at 8:30AM. 

HB 2152 appropriates funds to the DHS to restore basic adult dental benefits to 
Medicaid and QUEST integration enrollees. Oral health in our state is a public health 
crisis, with Hawaii receiving a failing grade of “F” in three recent oral health report card 
released by The Pew Center for the States. Restoring basic adult dental benefits would 
help to address this crisis. In addition, a 2015 Department of Health report entitled 
Hawaii Oral Health: Key Findings revealed the a shortfall in the area of dental benefits, 
including: 

• Only 52% of low-income adults in Hawai‘i saw a dentist, compared to 82% of 
high-income adults. 

• 51% of low-income adults lost teeth due to dental disease, compared to only 
32% of high-income adults. 

• In 2012, there were more than 3,000 emergency room visits due to preventable 
dental problems, 67% more than in 2006. As a result, aggregate hospital charges 
for dental emergency visits were $8,500,000 compared to $4.000.000 in 2006. 

Medicaid does not provide any preventive oral healthcare for adults, only emergency 
dental (extraction or pain management). Adult Medicaid enrollees have no coverage for 
preventive or routine dental care, and this lack of access has a negative impact on 
one’s health, especially for individuals with chronic diseases such as coronary disease 
and diabetes. In addition, because of the lack of coverage, many low-income adults only 
seek dental care for acute conditions that have been allowed to reach a crisis stage. 

  

Thank you for your consideration. 



Jim Kilgore 

 



HB-2152 
Submitted on: 2/8/2018 1:04:37 PM 
Testimony for HHS on 2/9/2018 8:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Self Advocates  Support Yes 

 
 
Comments:  

My name is Renee Manfredi and I am the President of the Self Advocacy Advisory 
Council. We have nearly 200 members statewide. Our members represent individuals 
with disabilities and we are in strong support to restore basic adult dental benefits to 
Medicaid enrollees.  Without basic dental, we are forced to wait until we are in pain and 
there is an emergeny before Medicaid will pay for dental.  By then, they will only pull our 
teeth.  Several of my peers have ended up in the ER for this and had to be sedated to 
have their teeth pulled, costing Medicaid over a thousand dollars.  This is much more 
expensive then basic dental.  Please restore basic dental benefits.   Thank you for this 
opportunity to provide strong support for HB2152. 

 



HB-2152 
Submitted on: 2/7/2018 2:39:46 PM 
Testimony for HHS on 2/9/2018 8:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Maria Teresa Belardo  Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly support this bill. This is a much needed service in the community. Please pass 
this bill.  
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Hawaii Dental Association 
 
 
To:  The House Committee on Health and Human Services 

Time/Date: 8:30 a.m. February 9, 2018 

Location: Capitol Conference Room 329 

Re:  HB 2152, Relating to Human Services 

 
 
Aloha Chair Mizuno, Vice Chair Kobayashi and members of the committee! My name is Dr. Robert Baysa 
and I serve as the president of the Hawaii Dental Association, a professional association comprised of 
approximately 950-member dentists.  The Hawaii Dental Association (HDA) is a statewide professional 
membership organization representing dentists practicing in Hawaii and licensed by the State of Hawaii 
Board of Dental Examiners.  HDA members are committed to protecting the oral health and well-being 
of the people of Hawaii, from keiki to kupuna and everyone in between. 
 
HB 2152 appropriates funds for adult dental Medicaid benefits. It acknowledges that “oral health in the 

State is a pervasive and expensive public health crisis that needs to be addressed, especially in low-

income and underserved populations.” This bill is an important step toward promoting oral health in our 

community and we strongly support it. 

Please advance this measure. 
 
 

kobayashi2
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Ke Ola Mamo 

Native Hawaiian Health Care System, O’ahu 
 
 

February 8, 2018 
 
COMMITTEE ON HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES 
Rep. John M. Mizuno, Chair 
Rep. Bertrand Kobayashi, Vice Chair 
 

Testimony in Support of HB 2152 
Relating to Oral Health 

 
Friday February 9, 2018 8:30 AM Room 329 

 
Ke Ola Mamo the Native Hawaiian Health Care System for the Island of O’ahu is strongly 
SUPPORTING this bill to restore adult dental benefits for those on Medicaid.   
 
Dental care plays an integral role in the health and wellness of those individuals who are in 
most need.  It is important to support dental benefits as this will provide individuals to healthier 
and improved lives.   
 
We have encountered many individuals who need dental care and over the years have 
experienced the increase in health conditions associated with the lack of dental care.  
 
This is an important bill that would benefit our patients as well other entities who provide 
dental care to those on Medicaid.   We strongly encourage support of this bill and ask that the 
committee consider its importance.   
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
Joelene K. Lono 
Executive Director 
 

kobayashi2
Late
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February 8, 2018 

House Committee on Health and Human Services 
HB 2152 
Ellie Kelley-Miyashiro, RDH, BS 
Hawaii Dental Hygienists’ Association, Regulations and Practice Chairperson 

Chairperson Chairperson Mizuno, Vice Chair Kobayashi and Committee Members: 
The Hawaii Dental Hygienists’ Association (HDHA) fully supports HB 2152. We would 
like to congratulate you on your leadership in initiating this important discussion during 
this legislative session.  Having one of the worst dental decay rates in the nation, 
Hawaii’s underserved adults can only benefit from legislation such as this. 
   HB 2152 appropriates funds to the DHS to restore basic adult dental benefits to Medicaid and 
QUEST integration enrollees.  Oral health in our state is a public health crisis, with Hawaii 
receiving a failing grade of “F” in three recent oral health report card released by The Pew 
Center for the States.  Restoring basic adult dental benefits would help to address this crisis.  In 
addition, a 2015 Department of Health report entitled Hawaii Oral Health: Key Findings revealed 
the  a shortfall in the area of dental benefits, including: 
•                     Only 52% of low-income adults in Hawai‘i saw a dentist, compared to 82% 
of high-income adults.
•                     51% of low-income adults lost teeth due to dental disease, compared to 
only 32% of high-income adults.
•                     In 2012, there were more than 3,000 emergency room visits due to 
preventable dental problems, 67% more than in 2006. As a result, aggregate hospital 
charges for dental emergency visits were $8,500,000 compared to $4.000.000 in 2006.
Medicaid does not provide any preventive oral healthcare for adults, only 

emergencydental (extraction or pain management).  Adult Medicaid enrollees have 
no coverage for preventive or routine dental care, and this lack of access has a 
negative impact on one’s health, especially for individuals with chronic diseases 
such as coronary disease and diabetes.  In addition, because of the lack of 
coverage, many low-income adults only seek dental care for acute conditions that 
have been allowed to reach a crisis stage. 

As the largest association representing Hawaii’s licensed dental hygienists’, HDHA 
strongly supports HB2152 to address the prevention of dental disease among Hawaii’s 
people. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

kobayashi2
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HB-2152 
Submitted on: 2/8/2018 7:44:31 PM 
Testimony for HHS on 2/9/2018 8:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

nancy partika personal-self Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

February 9, 2018 

Bill: HB 2152, RELATING TO HUMAN SERVICES 

Committee: House Health and Human Services (HHS) Committee 

Aloha Representative Mizuno, Representative Kobayashi and Members of the House 
Health and Human Services (HHS) Committee. 

My name is Nancy Partika, RN, MPH, and I am offering my personal testimony today in 
strong support for HB2152, which proposes to appropriate funds to the DHS to restore 
basic adult dental benefits to Medicaid and QUEST integration enrollees. 

There are over 375,000 Medicaid enrollees in Hawaii (June 2017 DHS statistics), with 
the majority being those over the age of 20 with virtually no preventive or restoration 
benefits provided to them to support and maintain their oral health. 

Recent oral health data gathered indicates that Medicaid recipients are significantly 
more likely than persons with dental health insurance to need dental work to be done, 
dental work; know that they need dental care but do not go; lack a regular dentist they 
go to: report that they were unable to be seen by a dentist because of their lack of 
acceptable insurance status; be unable to have an oral health condition addressed 
because they were required to pay prior to treatment, and do not prioritize dental visits 
because seeing a dentist without accepted insurance is costly (BSH 2017 Oral Health 
Disparities survey).  

This and other emerging data (disproportionately more ER visits among Medicaid 
recipients for oral health problems) indicates that Medicaid recipients are the largest 
and most visible population in Hawaii at this time with significant oral health disparities 
in their oral health status, lacking access to needed basic care. 

It is time for all of us to recognize and respond to the fact that oral health and overall 
health status are conclusively linked. If we want all of our citizens to be healthy and 
productive, we must support their access to preventive and restorative oral health care. 
Ignoring the oral health needs of this population is negligent and ultimately costly. 

kobayashi2
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Hawaii needs to work towards the goal of all persons on Medicaid having a comparable 
dental coverage plan to anyone else to meet their oral health needs, with equitable 
access to available oral health services. The direct and indirect benefits of ensuring oral 
health access for all residents will have positive overall personal health and productivity 
impacts as well. 

Mahalo for your time and attention to this important public health issue. 

 



Petition to Submit Testimony in Support of HB2152 

Petition summary and 
background: 

As Registered Dental Hygienists in the state of Hawaii, we are in SUPPORT of  HB2152.  

 An oral health report card released by The PEW Center for the States, has given Hawaii a failing grade of "F" in 

three recent reports. There is a public health crisis in regards to oral health in our state. 

We can help to address this crisis by restoring basic adult dental benefits and help to reduce unnecessary 

emergency room visits by providing preventive oral healthcare before it becomes a problem. 

 

 

Action petitioned for: We, the undersigned, are concerned citizens who urge our leaders to act now to SUPPORT HB2152 and allow 

everyone to have access to care. 

 

 

Printed name Email Address Comment Date 

Shirley Chun, RDH 

Jamie Tengan, RDH 

Faye Fox, RDH 

Darlee Motosue, RDH 

Audra Dennis, RDH 

Gaea Tunnissen, RDH 

Arimxay Varel, RDH 

Ariel Ita, RDH 

Jennifer Shiroma, RDH 
 
Christine Schroeder,RDH 

Cynthia Taylor, RDH 

Chelsea Acob, RDH 

Lorie Calma, RDH 

Linda Kang, RDH 

Andrea Hetherington, RDH 

Susan Eladnani, RDH 

Iris Woolsey, RDH 

Crystal Egusa, RDH 

scpinksky@gmail.com 

jamzan10@gmail.com 

fnf1464@gmail.com 

dkmotosue@yahoo.com 

oceanbreeze@gci.net 

gaea.tunnissen@gmail.com 

aavarel19@gmail.com 

ariel1214@yahoo.com 

jshiroma@hawaiifamilydental.co
m 

dnqtrdh808@gmail.com 

cynktaylor@gmail.com 

cjba@hawaii.edu 

l0121376@aol.com 

lindakan@hawaii.edu 

ajh.rdh13@gmail.com 

susaneladnani@gmail.com 

igttwink@hawaii.rr.com 

cegusa@gmail.com 
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Printed name Email Address Comment Date 

Samantha Fisher, RDH 

Kim Schneider, RDH 

Marilyn Nonaka, RDH 

Stacy Matsuyama, RDH 

Tabitha Kukahiko, RDH 

Marie Duke, RDH 

Rayann Bautista Echavez, RDH 

Anna Akaka, RDH 

Kyoko Tomita, RDH 

Candace Kawakami, RDH 

Tori Clegg, RDH 

Melorie Yuen, RDH 

Michelle Estakaya, RDH 

Donna Christman,RDH 

Tracy Furukawa, RDH 

Caroline Kanno, RDH 

Chanda Park, RDH 

Maile Mokulehua, RDH 

Jan Migita, RDH 

Steffany Giammalvo, RDH 

Mavis Gushiken, RDH 

Shori Patten, RDH 

Jackie Sawai, RDH 

Valerie Zukeran, RDH 

Stacie Okihara, RDH 

Jaimie Yuen, RDH 

Sandy Bangert, RDH 

Natasha Fong, RDH 

Jessica Chang, RDH 

Kimi Yagi, RDH 

Jessica Busby, RDH 

Samantha Boroff, RDH 

samjfisher@yahoo.com 

kschneider@hawaii.rr.com 

texaninhawaii@gmail.com 

smsekioka@gmail.com 

tabitha4avon@yahoo.com 

maduke92254@gmail.com 

rayannrdh@gmail.com 

annaakaka@gmail.com 

kyotokomrdh@gmail.com 

denniskawakami@hawaii.rr.om 

tlegg09@gmail.com 

melorieyuen@gmail.com 

estamichelle@gmail.com 

dchristman76@gmail.com 

alanandtracy@hawaiiantel.net 

smile@hawaiidentaltemp.com 

chandapark@gmail.com 

41dash@gmail.com 

migitajans@gmail.com 

steffgiammanlvo@gmail.com 

mavisg808@hawaii.rr.com 

shori21@aol.com 

jackiesawai@gmail.com 

theheartofbusiness@gmail.com 

skye_lar@hotmail.com 

jyuen001@hawaii.rr.com 

skirkoski@icloud.com 

fongn@hawaii.edu 

jprestler@gmail.com 

kannyagi@gmail.com 

jessica_mowder@hotmail.com 

boroff.212@osu.edu 
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Alaina Pacheco, RDH 

Emeraude Thai, RDH 

Audra Nakamatsu, RDH 

Nahoku Keala, RDH 

Beverly Duyan, RDH 

Carly Takara, RDH 

Gayle Chang, RDH 

Nicole Pikini, RDH 

Mikiel Lina Agoy, RDH 

Allie Jefferies, RDH 

Carolyn Nacapuy, RDH 

Elsie Santos, RDH 

Janice Blaser, RDH 

Jennifer Fajardo, RDH 

Erica Tabalba, RDH 

Nicole Florendo-Serai, RDH 

Gail Pang, RDH 

Deb Mapel, RDH 

Karen Nagamine, RDH 

Amy Tsubota-Cruz, RDH 

Shirley Li, RDH 

Brenda Yospe, RDH 

Megumi Kodama, RDH 

Yvette Like, RDH 

Mie Choe, RDH 

Diane Clements, RDH 

Theresa Brown, RDH 

Sarah Kolar, RDH 

Michelle Baniaga, RDH 

Jessica Lozano, RDH 

Marian Manoais, RDH 
 

amprdh555@gmail.com 

amythai@msn.com 

anakamatsu@hotmail.com 

nahokukeala@gmail.com 

bslduyan@gmail.com 

cftakara@gmail.com 

gchang50@gmail.com 

nicole.pikini64@gmail.com 

m.linardh@gmail.com 

alliejefferiesrdh@gmail.com 

battulayan@yahoo.com 

nontoxic808@gmail.com 

alohajuice@hotmail.com 

healthysmile@yahoo.com 

etabalba@gmail.com 

localgirl521@yahoo.com 

batsnookums@yahoo.com 

dmapel@hawaii.edu 

cn1cn2605@yahoo.com 

aimsstsu@gmail.com 

sara_li88@ymail.com 

byospe@hotmail.com 

megu2_4@hotmail.com 

kaiulani67@yahoo.com 

mrainbow0220@gmail.com 

clementsd002@hawaii.rr.com 

terri4brown@aol.com 

skolar.rdh@gmail.com 

michellehullrdh@hotmail.com 

jes_lozano@yahoo.com 

dentalhygienist07@yahoo.com 
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Lenora Marks, RDH 

Janet Ancheta, RDH 

Jamie Pang, RDH 

Lehua Bolton, RDH 

Dollcy Donesa, RDH 

Joanne Takahashi, RDH 

Melinda Lau, RDH 

Lori Tamayori, RDH 

Dawn Teshima, RDH 

Raynette Kodama, RDH 

Tori Clegg, RDH 

Joycelyn Swan, RDH 

Karen Guevarra, RDH 

Joana Shin, RDH 

Noelani Greene, RDH 
 

leimarks@yahoo.com 

janetancheta9@gmail.com 

Opbpep@aol.com 

lehuakaala@yahoo.com 

Dollcydonesa@yahoo.com 

jtaki808@gmail.com 

Mellau@gmail.com 

misoyucky@gmail.com 

det@hawaii.rr.com 

raynettekodama@hawaii.rr.com 

Tclegg09@gmail.com 

jwan02@hotmail.com 

joyerz@aol.com 

Joana.choy@gmail.com 

jusnoe@aol.com 
 

  

Christen Coloma, RDH christen.coloma@gmail.com   

Gerraine Hignite, RDH gerrainehignite@gmail.com   
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949 Kamokila Boulevard, 3rd Floor, Suite 350, Kapolei, HI 96707 

808.675.7300 | www.ohanahealthplan.com 
 
 

February 8, 2018 

 

 

To:    The Honorable Chair John Mizuno 

  House Committee on Health & Human Services 

    

From:  ‘Ohana Health Plan 

  Scott Sivik; State President 

 

Re: HB 2152, Relating to Human Services; In Support 

   February 9, 2018; Conference Room 329 

 

 

‘Ohana Health Plan (‘Ohana) is a member of the WellCare Health Plans, Inc.’s 

(“WellCare”) family of companies and provides healthcare for Hawai’i residents 

statewide. Since 2009, ‘Ohana has utilized WellCare’s national experience to develop a 

Hawai’i -specific care model that addresses local members’ healthcare and health 

coordination needs. By focusing on the state’s Medicaid and Medicare population, 

‘Ohana serves Hawaii’s most vulnerable residents: low-income, elderly, disabled, and 

individuals with complex medical issues. Our mission is to help our members’ lead 

better, healthier lives. 

 

‘Ohana Health Plan offers our support of HB 2152, which restores basic adult dental 

benefits to Medicaid enrollees.  

 

Poor oral health is one of the most important issues facing our state, particularly with the 

Medicaid population. While oral health can often be overlooked, there is a clear 

relationship between preventative dental care and the deterrence of serious medical 

conditions. The investment to restore basic adult dental benefits for Medicaid enrollees 

would be relatively small in comparison to the downstream cost savings to the entire 

healthcare system. 

 

We strongly urge the passage of HB 2152. Thank you for the opportunity to submit 

testimony on this measure. 

kobayashi2
Late
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