




AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER 

COUNTY COUNCIL OFFICE OF THE COUNTY CLERK 

  Mel Rapozo, Chair  

  Ross Kagawa, Vice Chair Jade K. Fountain-Tanigawa, County Clerk 

  Arthur Brun                                                                                                     Scott K. Sato, Deputy County Clerk 

  Mason K. Chock  

  Arryl Kaneshiro 

  Derek S.K. Kawakami  Telephone:        (808) 241-4188 

  JoAnn A. Yukimura Facsimile:         (808) 241-6349 

    E-mail:  cokcouncil@kauai.gov 

Council Services Division 

4396 Rice Street, Suite 209 

Līhu‘e, Kaua‘i, Hawai‘i  96766 

 
April 9, 2018 

 
TESTIMONY OF DEREK S.K. KAWAKAMI 

COUNCILMEMBER, KAUA‘I COUNTY COUNCIL 
ON 

GM 686, GUBERNATORIAL NOMINEE JUSTIN TOKIOKA 
DISABILITY AND COMMUNICATION ACCESS BOARD 

Senate Committee on Commerce, Consumer Protection, and Health 
Tuesday, April 11, 2018 

9:30 a.m. 
Conference Room 229 

 
 
Dear Chair Baker and Members of the Committee: 
 

It is an honor and a pleasure to submit testimony in strong support of        
GM 686, Gubernatorial Nominee Justin Tokioka to the Disability and 
Communication Access Board (DCAB).  My testimony is submitted in my individual 
capacity as a member of the Kaua‘i County Council and Chair of the Council’s 
Economic Development & Intergovernmental Relations Committee. 

 
Justin “Pono” Tokioka has never let his disability get in the way of success.  

Pono was an excellent student at Kaua‘i High School and the University of Hawai‘i 
at Mānoa where he participated in sports activities and was an accomplished 
athlete.  As a student athlete, Pono was mature enough to handle a busy schedule 
and balance both his academic and golf commitments.  Since graduating in         
May 2017, with a Bachelor of Arts in Business, Pono has successfully transitioned 
to the workforce on Kaua‘i.   

 
Pono is very adept at requesting and using auxiliary aids, and is the perfect 

candidate to bring valuable insight on innovative ways to improve access for 
persons with disabilities throughout the state.  I highly commend Pono for his 
willingness to step forward in a position of leadership and advocacy in such a 
positive way. 
  

For the reasons stated above, I urge the Senate Committee on Commerce, 
Consumer Protection, and Health to accept and approve the nomination of Justin 
“Pono” Tokioka to serve on the Disability and Communication Access Board.  
Should you have any questions, please feel free to contact me or Council Services 
Staff at (808) 241-4188. 
 
      Sincerely, 
 
 
 
      DEREK S.K. KAWAKAMI 
      Councilmember, Kaua‘i County Council  
AMK:lc 
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