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GOVERNOR’S MESSAGE NO. 685 
SUBMITTING FOR CONSIDERATION AND CONFIRMATION TO THE ADVISORY 

COMMITTEE ON PESTICIDES, GUBERNATORIAL NOMINEE, JEFFREY KERMODE, 
FOR A TERM TO EXPIRE 06-30-2020 

 
Chairperson Gabbard and Members of the Committee: 
 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony on Governor’s Message No. 

685.  This measure seeks to confirm Jeffrey Kermode to the Advisory Committee on 

Pesticides.  The Department of Agriculture strongly supports this measure. 

 
Mr. Kermode has been serving on the Advisory Committee on Pesticides since 

2012 and has proven to be an important voice from the local agricultural industry.  His 

expertise ranges from his professional career with the Hawaii Commercial & Sugar 

Company to Maui Land & Pineapple Company.  Mr. Kermode has a vast knowledge in 

environmental management and worked closely with local farmers to ensure 

environmental compliance while also promoting agricultural production.  His experience 

is critical and a true benefit for the State of Hawaii as a member of the Advisory 

Committee on Pesticides. 

 
Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this measure. 
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Aloha Chair Gabbard, Vice Chair Riviere, and Members of the Committee: 
 
I am Randy Cabral, President of the Hawaii Farm Bureau (HFB). Organized since 1948, 
the HFB is comprised of 1,900 farm family members statewide, and serves as Hawaii’s 
voice of agriculture to protect, advocate and advance the social, economic and 
educational interests of our diverse agricultural community.  
 
The Hawaii Farm Bureau strongly supports the confirmation and appointment of Mr. 
Jeffrey Kermode to the Advisory Committee on Pesticides. 
 
For a decade, Mr. Kermode has served in key environmental positions in both the sugar 
industry and the pineapple industry (at Maui Pineapple Company, Ltd.).  In those 
positions, his responsibilities included oversight of all company environmental compliance 
activities, including compliance with pesticide regulations.  In his current position, he 
continues to ensure that pesticide use, storage, and handling by diversified agriculture 
operations are carried out in full compliance with applicable laws and regulations.  In this 
role, Mr. Kermode must not only keep abreast of pesticide regulatory developments at 
both the federal and state level, but also understand the practical implementation of these 
regulatory requirements. 
  
Mr. Kermode was initially appointed to the Committee in 2012.  During his time on the 
Committee, the Department of Agriculture initiated the first major revision to the Hawaii 
pesticide regulations (Hawaii Administrative Rules Chapter 4-66) since 2006.  Mr. 
Kermode’s experience in both the sugar and pineapple industries uniquely qualified him 
to evaluate the potential impact of those rules on farmers and to provide valuable input 
on the proposal.  The resulting proposed rule revisions go beyond existing federal 
requirements while at the same time remain practicable for farmer compliance. 



 
 
 

 

  
Mr. Kermode’s hands-on experience in Hawaii agriculture, coupled with his demonstrated 
ability to assist the Committee in fulfilling its advisory role to the Department of Agriculture, 
makes him particularly qualified to continue to serve on the Committee.  We respectfully 
request that you approve his appointment. 
  
Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony in support of Mr. Kermode. 
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Please confirm Mr. Jeffrey Kermode to continue to serve on the Advisory Committee on 
Pesticides. 

Jeff's experience in understanding and ensuring compliance with extensive and 
complex pesticide regulations in the pineapple industry, the sugar industry, and now in 
our ongoing diversified agriculture operations makes him an ideal candidate to continue 
to serve on the Committee. 

Jeff played a key role on the Committee in advising the Department of Agriculture on its 
recent extensive proposed revisions to the Hawaii pesticide regulations.  We believe 
strongly that the input from Jeff and the other Committee members on this issue has 
greatly benefited the Department and the State by resulting in a proposed rule that will 
be practical for farmers to comply with while still exceeding existing federal 
mandates.  Jeff's appointment to another term on the Committee would continue to 
provide such benefits. 

Thank you for considering our strong support for Jeff's appointment. 

Sean M. O'Keefe 

Director, Environmental Affairs - Alexander & Baldwin, Inc. 

Chair, Environmental Stewardship Committee - Hawaii Farm Bureau 
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Mr. Kermode is an experienced environmental specialist who will be an asset to the 
committee. 
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From: Yarrow Flower
To: AEN Testimony
Subject: I SUPPORT GM 685
Date: Wednesday, April 11, 2018 3:04:34 PM

Aloha Chair Gabbard, Vice Chair Riviere, and members of the committee:

I SUPPORT GM 685, which nominates Jeffrey Kermode to serve on the Advisory of Committee on pesticides.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this measure.

Mahalo!

mailto:Yarrow621@gmail.com
mailto:AENTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov


From: Dawn Bicoy
To: AEN Testimony
Subject: I SUPPORT GM 685
Date: Wednesday, April 11, 2018 3:08:40 PM

Aloha Chair Gabbard, Vice Chair Riviere, and members of the committee:

I SUPPORT GM 685, which nominates Jeffrey Kermode to serve on the Advisory of Committee on pesticides.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this measure.

Mahalo!

mailto:dawn@molokaivoice.com
mailto:AENTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov


From: Winifred Marcos
To: AEN Testimony
Subject: I SUPPORT GM 685
Date: Wednesday, April 11, 2018 3:21:08 PM

Aloha Chair Gabbard, Vice Chair Riviere, and members of the committee:

I SUPPORT GM 685, which nominates Jeffrey Kermode to serve on the Advisory of Committee on pesticides.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this measure.

Mahalo!

mailto:w1n1marc@gmail.com
mailto:AENTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov


From: Clyde Fukuyama
To: AEN Testimony
Subject: I SUPPORT GM 685
Date: Wednesday, April 11, 2018 4:06:57 PM

Aloha Chair Gabbard, Vice Chair Riviere, and members of the committee:

I SUPPORT GM 685, which nominates Jeffrey Kermode to serve on the Advisory of Committee on pesticides.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this measure.

Mahalo!

mailto:clyde@kahukubrand.com
mailto:AENTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: Alvin Tsuruda
To: AEN Testimony
Subject: I SUPPORT GM 685
Date: Wednesday, April 11, 2018 7:58:43 PM

Aloha Chair Gabbard, Vice Chair Riviere, and members of the committee:

I SUPPORT GM 685, which nominates Jeffrey Kermode to serve on the Advisory of Committee on pesticides.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this measure.

Mahalo!

mailto:waihale@hawaiiantel.net
mailto:AENTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov


From: Blake Rabe
To: AEN Testimony
Subject: I SUPPORT GM 685
Date: Thursday, April 12, 2018 9:36:18 AM

Aloha Chair Gabbard, Vice Chair Riviere, and members of the committee:

I SUPPORT GM 685, which nominates Jeffrey Kermode to serve on the Advisory of Committee on pesticides.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this measure.

Mahalo!

mailto:blake.rabe@monsanto.com
mailto:AENTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov


From: David Schell
To: AEN Testimony
Subject: I SUPPORT GM 685
Date: Thursday, April 12, 2018 6:18:07 AM

Aloha Chair Gabbard, Vice Chair Riviere, and members of the committee:

I SUPPORT GM 685, which nominates Jeffrey Kermode to serve on the Advisory of Committee on pesticides.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this measure.

Mahalo!

mailto:dschell@islandprincesshawaii.com
mailto:AENTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov


From: Derek Kurisu
To: AEN Testimony
Subject: I SUPPORT GM 685
Date: Thursday, April 12, 2018 6:59:46 AM

Aloha Chair Gabbard, Vice Chair Riviere, and members of the committee:

I SUPPORT GM 685, which nominates Jeffrey Kermode to serve on the Advisory of Committee on pesticides.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this measure.

Mahalo!

mailto:derek_kurisu@ktasuperstores.com
mailto:AENTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov


From: GLENN TOYAMA
To: AEN Testimony
Subject: I SUPPORT GM 685
Date: Wednesday, April 11, 2018 5:15:15 PM

Aloha Chair Gabbard, Vice Chair Riviere, and members of the committee:

I SUPPORT GM 685, which nominates Jeffrey Kermode to serve on the Advisory of Committee on pesticides.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this measure.

Mahalo!

mailto:hawnflowgrdn@iglide.net
mailto:AENTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov


From: Guy Ward
To: AEN Testimony
Subject: I SUPPORT GM 685
Date: Wednesday, April 11, 2018 5:19:43 PM

Aloha Chair Gabbard, Vice Chair Riviere, and members of the committee:

I SUPPORT GM 685, which nominates Jeffrey Kermode to serve on the Advisory of Committee on pesticides.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this measure.

Mahalo!

mailto:guybward@gmail.com
mailto:AENTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov


From: John Gordines
To: AEN Testimony
Subject: I SUPPORT GM 685
Date: Wednesday, April 11, 2018 5:31:48 PM

Aloha Chair Gabbard, Vice Chair Riviere, and members of the committee:

I SUPPORT GM 685, which nominates Jeffrey Kermode to serve on the Advisory of Committee on pesticides.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this measure.

Mahalo!

mailto:gordines@kauaiflowers.com
mailto:AENTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov


From: Laila Jayyousi
To: AEN Testimony
Subject: I SUPPORT GM 685
Date: Wednesday, April 11, 2018 8:53:28 PM

Aloha Chair Gabbard, Vice Chair Riviere, and members of the committee:

I SUPPORT GM 685, which nominates Jeffrey Kermode to serve on the Advisory of Committee on pesticides.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this measure.

Mahalo!

mailto:Kalua1@hotmail.com
mailto:AENTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov


From: Melvin Matsuda
To: AEN Testimony
Subject: I SUPPORT GM 685
Date: Thursday, April 12, 2018 6:58:07 AM

Aloha Chair Gabbard, Vice Chair Riviere, and members of the committee:

I SUPPORT GM 685, which nominates Jeffrey Kermode to serve on the Advisory of Committee on pesticides.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this measure.

Mahalo!

mailto:melvin@kahukubrand.com
mailto:AENTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov


From: melvin kunitake
To: AEN Testimony
Subject: I SUPPORT GM 685
Date: Thursday, April 12, 2018 9:07:06 AM

Aloha Chair Gabbard, Vice Chair Riviere, and members of the committee:

I SUPPORT GM 685, which nominates Jeffrey Kermode to serve on the Advisory of Committee on pesticides.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this measure.

Mahalo!

mailto:melvin.kuni@gmail.com
mailto:AENTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov


From: Mark Phillipson
To: AEN Testimony
Subject: I SUPPORT GM 685
Date: Wednesday, April 11, 2018 6:39:27 PM

Aloha Chair Gabbard, Vice Chair Riviere, and members of the committee:

I SUPPORT GM 685, which nominates Jeffrey Kermode to serve on the Advisory of Committee on pesticides.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this measure.

Mahalo!

mailto:reelrelaxed@gmail.com
mailto:AENTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov


From: Stephanie Whalen
To: AEN Testimony
Subject: I SUPPORT GM 685
Date: Thursday, April 12, 2018 10:09:01 AM

Aloha Chair Gabbard, Vice Chair Riviere, and members of the committee:

I SUPPORT GM 685, which nominates Jeffrey Kermode to serve on the Advisory of Committee on pesticides.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this measure.

Mahalo!

mailto:swhalen@harc-hspa.com
mailto:AENTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: paul Kaneshiro
To: AEN Testimony
Subject: I SUPPORT GM 685
Date: Thursday, April 12, 2018 12:22:20 AM

Aloha Chair Gabbard, Vice Chair Riviere, and members of the committee:

I SUPPORT GM 685, which nominates Jeffrey Kermode to serve on the Advisory of Committee on pesticides.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this measure.

Mahalo!

mailto:paulkaneshirosr@yahoo.com
mailto:AENTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov


From: Thomas Greenwell
To: AEN Testimony
Subject: I SUPPORT GM 685
Date: Thursday, April 12, 2018 11:48:24 AM

Aloha Chair Gabbard, Vice Chair Riviere, and members of the committee:

I SUPPORT GM 685, which nominates Jeffrey Kermode to serve on the Advisory of Committee on pesticides.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this measure.

Mahalo!

mailto:tom@greenwellfarms.com
mailto:AENTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov


From: David Bateman
To: AEN Testimony
Subject: I SUPPORT GM 685
Date: Thursday, April 12, 2018 1:20:52 PM

Aloha Chair Gabbard, Vice Chair Riviere, and members of the committee:

I SUPPORT GM 685, which nominates Jeffrey Kermode to serve on the Advisory of Committee on pesticides.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this measure.

Mahalo!

mailto:dave@heavenlyhawaiian.com
mailto:AENTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov


From: Donna Woolley
To: AEN Testimony
Subject: I SUPPORT GM 685
Date: Thursday, April 12, 2018 5:32:46 PM

Aloha Chair Gabbard, Vice Chair Riviere, and members of the committee:

I SUPPORT GM 685, which nominates Jeffrey Kermode to serve on the Advisory of Committee on pesticides.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this measure.

Mahalo!

mailto:dwoolley@hawaii.rr.com
mailto:AENTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
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