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Testimony of the 
HAWAII STATE BAR ASSOCIATION 

relating to the nomination of 
 

James H. Ashford 
Circuit Court Judge of the First Circuit (GM617) 

 
TO:  The Honorable Brian T. Taniguchi, Chair  
 The Honorable Karl Rhoads, Vice-Chair 
 and Members of the Senate Committee on Judiciary  
 
FROM:  Howard K.K. Luke  
 President, Hawaii State Bar Association 
 
Hearing: Wednesday, March 28, 2018 at 10:00 a.m. 
 Conference Room 016 
 State Capitol 
 
The Board of Directors of the Hawaii State Bar Association (HSBA) 
appreciates the opportunity to submit comments on the nomination of 
James H. Ashford for the position of Circuit Court Judge of the First Circuit. 
 
The HSBA Board of Directors followed its multi-step process to inform the 
confirming authority of its findings. 

 
• Notification to the nominee of the HSBA appointment review 

process, which includes a questionnaire requesting educational 
credentials, legal and other professional work experiences, personal 
references; a resume; a copy of the JSC application; a form 
authorizing disclosure from the Office of Disciplinary Counsel of any 
disciplinary action; and an interview with the HSBA Board of 
Directors. 

• Notification via electronic transmission to the HSBA membership of 
the appointment and a request for comments on the nominee. 

• Appointment of a three-person review Subcommittee of HSBA Board 
members by the President, which serves as a neutral fact-finding 
body to review documentation submitted by the nominee, contact 
references submitted by the nominee, review comments received 
from the HSBA membership, and conduct follow-up member contact 
for clarification, if necessary, for presentation to the HSBA Board. 

• Submittal of a report by the three-person review subcommittee to the 
President, and subsequently to the entire Board.  
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• Meeting of the President, the Executive Director, and the nominee prior to the scheduled 

interview of the nominee by the Board. 

• Interview of the nominee by the HSBA Board. 

• Deliberation of the HSBA Board which culminates in either a qualified or unqualified 
vote. 

• Submittal of the HSBA Board’s recommendation to the confirming authority. 
 

The HSBA President and the Executive Director met with Judge Ashford on March 21st to 
discuss the Subcommittee’s findings.   On March 22nd, Judge Ashford was interviewed by the 
HSBA Board of Directors in executive session. 
 

Documentation submitted by Judge Ashford was reviewed and all of the references listed were 
contacted for their personal opinions and observations. The comments and letters received 
from HSBA members reflected an affirmation of Judge Ashford in categories of the HSBA 
criteria which include: 
 

• Integrity 
• Diligence 
• Legal knowledge and ability 
• Professional experience 
• Temperament 
• Financial responsibility 
• Public service 
• Health 
• Ability to fulfill the responsibilities and duties of the position 

 
After the interview of the nominee, which included dialogue and questioning relating to his 
background, experiences, and reasons for pursuing the position of Circuit Court Judge of the First 
Circuit, the Board of the Hawaii State Bar Association found Judge James H. Ashford to be 
QUALIFIED. 
 
Throughout Judge Ashford’s career in the legal profession he has exhibited a very high degree 
of professionalism, knowledge, perseverance and fairness. As a litigation partner in a large 
local firm, Judge Ashford represented a broad range of clients in civil litigation, including 
contract, tort, employment, and trust and estate. As a District Court Judge since 2013, the 
nominee has presided over a broad range of cases. As a judge temporarily assigned to the 
Circuit Court, he presided over civil and felony criminal trials. 

 
Thank you for the opportunity to offer comments for consideration during the deliberations and 
decision making of this Committee. 
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Comments:  

While I have not appeared before Judge Ashford in the representation of clients, I have 
known him for the majority of his life and have worked with him on several occasions 
regarding family estate planning matters.  I can say without fear of contradiction that 
Judge Ashford will bring to the Circuit Court bench, among many other appropriate 
characteristics, the qualities of acute legal analysis, integrity and judicial bearing.  I 
strongly support and encourage his confirmation as a First Circuit Court Judge. 

 







Stephen Teves 
Hawaii Public Policy Advocates, LLC 

1099 Alakea Street, Suite 2530 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

 

 

SENATE COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY 
Senator Brian T. Taniguchi, Chair 
Senator Karl Rhoads, Vice Chair 
 
Wednesday, March 28, 2018 
10:00 AM 
State Capitol Room 16 
 
RE:            GM 617 James H. Ashford 
 
 

Aloha! My name is Stephen M. Teves and I am writing in support of James H. 

Ashford to the Circuit Court of the First Circuit. I have known Jim for more than 25 

years, beginning when we were practicing attorneys. In my experience, Jim has 

demonstrated the kind of intelligence, diligence and personal integrity and would 

make him an asset to the Judiciary and the First Circuit Court.  

 

I humbly request that you approve his nomination. 

 

http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/committeepage.aspx?comm=JDC
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Comments:  

To whom it may concern, 

I’m writing in support of Judge James H. Ashford as nominee to the Circuit Court of the 
First Circuit. 

To put this nomination in context, let me share some relevant personal background.  I 
began my legal career serving as a law clerk to two circuit court judges.  I then went into 
private practice in insurance defense litigation, during which time I appeared before 
judges in both state and federal courts.  I returned to the judiciary to serve as Judge 
Rhonda Nishimura’s judicial assistant until her retirement and have served as judicial 
assistant to Judge Ashford since August of 2017.  

As you may be aware, Judge Ashford was temporarily assigned to handle Judge 
Nishimura’s civil calendar (10th Division) following her retirement.  Prior to actually 
assuming the assignment, Judge Ashford shadowed Judge Nishimura, observing her in 
court, familiarizing himself with the cases, and participating in settlement 
conferences.  He spent a considerable amount of time discussing with her how best to 
handle 10th Division’s civil calendar as it includes bi-yearly asbestos trials and 
numerous complex litigation cases.  Consequently, the transition from Judge Nishimura 
to Judge Ashford was quite seamless. 

During the course of his time with 10th Division, Judge Ashford has ruled on numerous 
motions, conducted status and settlement conferences, and even presided over a few 
trials.  Judge is very thorough and well-prepared, sometimes more so than the 
attorneys.  He takes a very practical approach to the handling of cases to facilitate the 
litigation process and to encourage expeditious resolution of cases.  Judge holds both 
himself and the attorneys appearing before him to a high standard to ensure that the 
rules of court and the laws of Hawaii are upheld.   

Based on my previous experiences and current situation, I believe that Judge Ashford 
possesses the qualifications to be a successful and effective circuit court judge.  He has 
demonstrated his ability to capably handle the circuit calendar and would be an asset to 
the circuit court bench.  Thank you for your consideration of this testimony. 

Sincerely, 



Dawn M. Nakagawa 

 



From: Tmhifo
To: JDCTestimony
Subject: Testimony re: GM 617 supporting Senate confirmation of First Circuit Court Nominee James Ashford
Date: Thursday, March 22, 2018 5:31:41 PM

To:  Senate Judiciary Chair Brian Taniguchi and Vice Chair Karl Rhoads
From:  (Bambi) Eden Elizabeth Hifo
March 22, 2018

Re: GM 617  Testimony Supporting  Confirmation of First Circuit Court Nominee James Ashford

Dear Honorable Senators Brian Taniguchi, Karl Rhoads and Senate Judiciary Committee Members:

I write in support of the nomination of Honolulu District Court Judge James Ashford to serve on the First
 Circuit Court.  It may be said that the best recommendation of any person for a specific job is that the
 person already is doing the job well.  In Judge Ashford's case, for the last year he has been assigned to
 preside in circuit court, filling  the vacancy left by the retirement of Judge Rhonda Nishimura.  In that
 capacity he inherited a challenging civil litigation calendar including asbestos toxic tort cases, and I
 believe he performed well.  

 His reputation while serving in Honolulu District Court also has been good which no doubt led to his
 temporary assignment to Circuit Court.  In any event,  I know him to be  am intelligent person who very
 much has enjoyed his service in Honolulu District Court including presiding in the rural courts, and I think
 he will continue to do well in the Circuit Court if confirmed.  He seems even tempered, open minded,
 interested in those who appear before him and was an experienced  trial attorney before joining the
 Judiciary. These qualities will serve him well in the future. 
For these reasons I respectfully urge your confirmation of James Ashford to the First Circuit Court.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment.

Eden Elizabeth Hifo
   /signature/
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