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Tho State Dopartmoat ofH1:1ma-a Sonzieo's Mission is to provide timely, efficieHt and effective programs, serviees 
a-ad beaefits for aehieving the 01:1tcome of empo1.vering Hav1aii' s most v1:1lnerable people; aad to e*f>aad their 
eapaeity for self s1:1fficieney, self determinatioH, iadependence, healthy ehoices, · q1:1ality of life, aad. personal 
dignity. 

Under the Department, Child '.Velfaro Sen'iees programs iacl1:1de fam.ily streHgthOHing aed s1:1pport, child 
proteetion, foster care, adoption, independent living and lieensing of reso1:1rce family homes, gro1:1p homes aad 
child plaeing orgaaizations. Services are available on Oah1:1, Hav,raii, Ka1:1ai, MaHi, Molokai aad Laaa-i, with 36 
1:1nits/sltb 1:1.Ilits and a staff of over 500. 

Due to the great reeession in 2008, hUHdreds of positions througho1:1t the State Departments v,'ere either c1:1t or 
never filled upon retirement of State employees. For the Child Welfare Serviees braach, th~· have approximately 
52 vacancies, many which directly relate to intake, reviev,r, iHvestigatioHs, aad determinations of ehild ab1:1se 
reports. Today the branch has a backlog of approximately 326 cases of alleged child ab1:1se or neglect. The faihHe 
to timely iw1estigate s1:1eh eases co1:1ld be fatal to the ab1:1sed aed wo1:1ld lead to sanctions by the coHrts for faihwe 
to iw1estigate a child ab1:1se ease. 

The p1:1rpose of this Briefing 1.vill be to allmv the Child Welfare Services braHch, its' employees, their Union, aHd 
some of the acwoeates for the children aad families to present recommendations to the Legislatl:lfe to address to 
cl:lffent backlog. The focus will be on a short term soll:ltion to immediately or in a feasibly e*f>edited maaner 
address the backlog and a long term sol1:1tion to ensl:lfe s1:1ch cases aed investigations are conducted in a timely 
manner p1:1rsuaat to the law. Some of the recomm.endations may be in current bills still alive at the Hawaii 
Legislatl:lfe. 
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If you require special assistance or auxiliary aids and/or services to participate in the House public hearing process (i.e., sign 
or foreign language interpreter or wheelchair accessibility), please contact the Committee Clerk at 586-6050 or email your 
request for an interpreter to Houseinterpreter@Capitol.hawaii.gov at least 24 hours prior to the hearing for arrangements. 
Prompt requests submitted help to ensure the availability of qualified individuals and appropriate accommodations. 

For further information, please call the Committee Clerk at 586-6050. 

Chair 

ili1i111m111uri1ri1i1i1fi11~i~1i~f 1t1~111ri11 i1111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 


