
STAND. COM. REP. NO. -18

Honolulu, Hawaii

MAR16 ,2018

RE: S.B. No. 2846
S.D. 2
H.D. 1

Honorable Scott K. Saiki
Speaker, House of Representatives
Twenty-Ninth State Legislature
Regular Session of 2018
State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committee on Agriculture, to which was referred S.B. No.
2846, S.D. 2, entitled:

“A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO IRRIGATION,”

begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure is to ensure the sustainability
of irrigation systems in the State by:

(1) Establishing and funding five new positions and
providing fifty percent funding for two existing
positions in the Agricultural Resource Management
Division of the Department of Agriculture for the
operations and maintenance of the East Kauai Irrigation
System;

(2) Authorizing the Department of Agriculture to take
conditional operational and maintenance authority over
that portion of the East Kauai Irrigation System that is
currently operated by the East Kauai Water Users’
Cooperative;

(3) Authorizing the issuance of general obligation bonds to
assist the Department of Agriculture to increase
irrigation capacity statewide;
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(4) Transferring unspecified funds from the Non-agricultural
Park Lands Special Fund and Agricultural Park Special
Fund into the general fund of the State to fund the
operation and maintenance of the East Kauai Irrigation
System and staff salaries and expenses for the
Agricultural Resource Management Division; and

(5) Requiring the Attorney General to review the revocable
permit issued to the East Kauai Water Users’ Cooperative
for legal conflicts and report its findings and
recommendations, including proposed legislation, to the
Legislature in 2019.

The Saiva Siddhanta Church, East Kauai Water Users’
Cooperative, Kalepa Koalition, Hawaii Cattlemen’s Council, Inc.,
Oahu County Committee on Legislative Priorities of the Democratic
Party of Hawaii, Hawa±’i Farm Bureau, and a concerned individual
supported this measure. The Department of Agriculture and
Department of the Attorney General submitted comments on this
measure.

Your Committee has amended this measure by:

(1) Changing the amount of the authorized general obligation
bonds and the amounts allocated for planning, design,
land acquisition, and equipment to unspecified sums;

(2) Deleting the appropriations out of the Non-agricultural
Park Lands Special Fund and Agricultural Park Special
Fund; and

- (3) Making technical, nonsubstantive amendments for
consistency, clarity, and style.

Should your Committee on Finance deliberate on this matter
further, your Committee on Agriculture respectfully requests that
it consider authorizing $2,000,000 in general obligation bonds and
allocating the bond funds to increase irrigation system capacity
statewide as follows:

$1,997,000 for planning;

$1,000 for design;
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for land acquisition; and

for equipment

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Agriculture that is attached to this report, your
Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of S.B. No.
2846, S.D. 2, as amended herein, and recommends that it pass
Second Reading in the form attached hereto as S.B. No. 2846, S.D.
2, H.D. 1, and be referred to your Committee on Labor & Public
Employment.
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Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Agriculture,

RICHARD P. CREAGAN, hair



State of Hawaii• ./3ce / /73 ~ /8
House of Representatives

The Twenty-ninth Legislature

Record of Votes of the Committee on Agriculture

Bill/Resolution No.: Committee Referral: Date:

&~72LkO6D2~~ f~&2)LlFI1”
U The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: U Pass, unamended (as is) $~ Pass, with amendments (HD) j U Hold
U Pass short form bill with HD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

AGR Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

1. CREAGAN, Richard P. (C)

2. DeCOITE, Lynn (VC)

3. GATES, Cedric Asuega

4. ING, Kaniela

5. SAY, Calvin K.Y.

6. TAKAYAMA, Gregg

7. THIELEN, Cynthia

TOTAL(7) L?1: O 0
The recommendation is: ~Adopted U Not Adopted

If joint referral, did not support recommendation.
committee acronym(s)

Vice Chair’s or designee’s signature: .42~ €f7)~S

Distribution: Original (White) — CommiAe~ Duplicate (Yellow) — Chief Clerks Office Duplicate (Pink) — HMSO


