
STAND. COM. REP. NO.”r1~,4 18

Honolulu, Ha au
2018

RE: H.B. No. 2593
H.D. 1

Honorable Scott K. Saiki
Speaker, House of Representatives
Twenty-Ninth State Legislature
Regular Session of 2018
State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committee on Agriculture, to which was referred H.B. No.
2593 entitled:

“A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO FERAL CATS,”

begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure is to humanely address the
exponential increases in the feral cat population by:

(1) Requiring the Department of Health to contract with a
nonprofit animal rescue group to oversee caretakers of
feral cats;

(2) Exempting registered feral cat caretakers from state and
county laws relating to the feeding and confinement of
cats; and

(3) Establishing a feral cat trap-sterilize-return process.

The Pacific Pet Alliance, Wild Bird Rehab Haven, Poi Dogs &
Popoki, The Pacific Cooperative Studies Program, Hearts for
Animals, Inc., and many concerned individuals supported this
measure. The Department of Health, Department of Land and Natural
Resources, Office of Hawaiian Affairs, Big Island Invasive Species
Committee, Hui Pono Holoholona, American Bird Conservancy, Native
Ecosystem Services LLC, and numerous concerned individuals opposed
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this measure. The Humane Society of the United States, Hawaiian
Humane Society, Hawaii Cat Foundation, and a concerned individual
provided comments on this measure.

Your Committee has amended this measure by:

(1) Removing the Department of Health as the lead agency for
the feral cat caretaker program and leaving the state
lead agency unspecified; and

(2) Changing its effective date to July 31, 2150, to
encourage further discussion.

Your Committee notes that The Humane Society of the United
States expressed a number of concerns regarding this measure and
provided proposed amendments to address those concerns. Should
your Committee on Finance deliberate on this matter further, it
may consider the appropriateness of the proposed amendments.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Agriculture that is attached to this report, your
Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of H.B. No.
2593, as amended herein, and recommends that it pass Second
Reading in the form attached hereto as H.B. No. 2593, H.D. 1, and
be referred to your Committee on Finance.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Agriculture,

R CHARD P. CREAGAN, Chair
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State of Hawaii
House of Representatives f..) Ex~_1? ~i2’+

The Twenty-ninth Legislature

Record of Votes of the Committee on Agriculture

Bill/Resolution No.: Committee Referral: Date:

~~\ø’2-S~
D The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: U Pass, unamended (as is) Pass, with amendments (HD) U Hold
U Pass short form bill with HD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

AGR Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

1. CREAGAN, Richard P. (C) ‘I

2. DeCOITE, Lynn (VC)

3. GATES, Cedric Asuega ‘V

4. ING, Kaniela

5. SAY, Calvin K.Y. VI

6. TAKAYAMA, Gregg v”

7. THIELEN, Cynthia V

TOTAL (7) / I L3
The recommendation is: ~ Adopted LI Not Adopted

If joint referral, did not support recommendation.
committee acronym(s)

Vice Chair’s or designee’s signature: p
Distribution: Original (White) — Committee Duplicate (Yellow) — Chief Clerk’s Office Duplicate (Pink) — HMSO


